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“’tis the seasoN to be 
JollY” is a fitting line for December, 
the month that brings us Christmas and 
the peak of the deer season.

In 2018, the joy that usually accompa-
nies deer season is tempered by an air 
of uncertainty, especially in two areas of 
Mississippi where chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) has been found in single animals in 
our herd.

But we’ll get to that. Let’s start instead 
with the best part of the 12th month. All 
of us at Mississippi Sportsman wish you a 
wonderful holiday season, a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year.

In this issue, we look at some of the gifts 
that Mother Nature gives us in Mississippi 
— outstanding hunting and great fishing 
during December.

Writer Mike Giles explains hunting the 
rut, when bucks get doe fever and make 

mistakes that can put them in the wrong 
place at the wrong time — if the hunter 
is in the right place at the right time. For 
deer hunters who are looking to be more 
mobile — and are perhaps a little gravity 
challenged — we take a look at hunting 
from ground blinds.

Hopefully, we’ll get a repeat of the 
early winter Mississippi had in 2017, 
with at least one or two arctic blasts in 
December. That will help duck hunters 
by pushing the migration south quickly. 
Writers Andy Douglas and Phillip Gentry 
describe two totally different means to 
take ducks, with Douglas discussing tac-
tics for backyard woodies, while Gentry 
looks into jump-shooting ducks while 
floating rivers and streams.

Deer season puts more hunters in the 
habitat of wild hogs, and writer David 
Hawkins discusses ways to take more 

pigs this winter.
We also go to the Gulf Coast to look at 

how the approach of winter brings many 
popular species of saltwater game fish 
within easy reach of more anglers.

 Ho! Ho! Ho! Let’s go. ■

UPDATEOutdoor

 Bobby Cleveland                with    

deceMber: saVing tHe best For last
LAST PAGE OF CALENDAR FILLED WITH OUTDOOR OPPORTUNITIES 

December is a joyful month, especially for 
Mississippi deer hunters, but this year, CWD 

is tempering that good feeling.

Bobby Cleveland has covered 
sports in Mississippi for over 38 
years. A native of Hattiesburg 
and graduate of the University of 
Southern Mississippi, Cleveland 
lives on Ross Barnett Reservoir 
near Jackson with his wife Pam. 
He can be reached at
 bobbyc7754@yahoo.com.
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Mississippi’s chronic wasting disease (CWD) 
story added a second chapter in October, 
one that actually makes the first case last 

January hundreds of miles west a good thing — sort of.
Say what? How can a confirmed case of CWD ever be 

labeled a blessing?
Consider this. What if the Mississippi Department 

of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks had not dealt with its 
first case of CWD before it found the second one, just 
a week into the 2018-19 deer season, with definitive 
CWD confirmation coming less than a month before 
gun season?

Imagine the turmoil the agency and hunters in the 
region would have faced with a discovery just before 
the heart of deer season.

On Oct. 8, a landowner in Ecru community in north-
ern Pontotoc County, in extreme northeast Mississippi, 
heard his dog barking relentlessly and investigated. He 
found a young buck in his yard, seemingly fighting the 
barking dog. The landowner retrieved a gun and fired 
warning shots. The buck flinched but did not run away. 
The landowner then fired another shot, put the deer 
down, and called the MDWFP.

Testing began at the Mississippi Veterinary and Diag-
nostic Lab in Pearl, where tissue samples were tested 
twice and returned positive for CWD both times. The tissue were 
then sent to a national diagnostic lab in Iowa where a more 
definitive CWD test was run. The results were positive.

Russ Welsh, executive director of MDWFP’s wildlife bureau, 
announced the results of both tests and did so without the wor-
ried tone that had accompanied findings in Issaquena County 
about nine months earlier. This time, the agency was prepared.

In late January, in the final days of the 2017-18 deer season, a 
mature buck was seen by hunters roaming aimlessly at a camp in 
Issaquena County near Eagle Lake in the south Delta. One hunter 
actually saw it take some of its final steps and then heard it fall 
dead in a food plot.

In an area with the highest concentration of deer testing since 
2002, Mississippi had its first confirmed case of CWD.

The agency took immediate action and established an 
Issaquena CWD Management Zone that originally included parts 
of six counties. Over the next six months, the agency was able 
to refine its emergency action plan well ahead of the next deer 
season and shrink the management zone.

Walsh said the agency would use the same CWD regulations 
and protocols from Issaquena in the newly formed Pontotoc 
CWD Management Zone that includes all of Pontotoc and 
Union counties, plus that part of Lee County that is west of US 
45. Those rules include a ban on all supplemental feeding of 

Pontotoc County 
buck is state’s 
2nd CWD case

One symptom of chronic wasting disease in deer is heavy 
salivation, as exemplified by this doe in Arkansas.

>more updates...

Courtesy Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

wildlife (including mineral sites), require permits for the trapping 
of wild hogs and restrictions of what parts of a dead deer can be 
removed from the zones.

Walsh said that the agency will continue checking deer from 
the two zones, as well as the rest of the state, but it is taking a 
different approach on sampling deer in the Pontotoc CWD Man-
agement Zone, since deer season is underway.

“We, the agency, will not be harvesting deer for sampling,” Walsh 
said. “We will be relying on samples from deer harvested by hunters.”

The MDWFP has announced a statewide system in which 
hunters can drop off deer heads to be tested for CWD, but it is 
providing more access in the two CWD zones. Hunters are urged 
to participate without cost.

In Pontotoc County, in addition to regular drop-off sites, the 
MDWFP has identified peak harvest days from historical data and 
will provide extra service Nov. 17, 23-24, Dec. 29 and Jan. 5 with 
locations at the Ecru Volunteer Fire Department and the Ponto-
toc County Compound in Pontotoc. 

In the Issaquena CWD Management Zone, the MDWFP will pro-
vide special collections on Nov. 17 and 23, Dec. 29-30, and Jan. 
5-6 at the Onward Store on US 61 and at the boat ramp at the 
junction of US 61 and Mississippi Highway 465.

Update: 
Third CWD case reported

The Mississippi Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
announced late on Nov. 9 that a third deer, collected 
Nov. 1, is suspected as having chronic wasting disease. 

This deer, a free-ranging, 21/2-year-old doe, was found 
in or immediately adjacent to the Issaquena County 
CWD Management Zone. Tests done in Mississippi 
came back positive, and tissue samples will be sent to 
an Iowa lab for further confirmation.
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UPDATEOutdoor

 continues

The MDWFP has established two CWD Management Zones, the 
Issaquena CWD Management Zone and the Pontotoc CWD Man-
agement Zone. In those two areas, the following special regulations 
apply for the 2018-19 deer season. 
It will be illegal to:

1. Provide any supplemental feed for wildlife.
2. Establish new mineral sites or add supplements to existing sites.
3. Trap wild hogs without a permit from MDWFP.

4. �Remove certain portions of deer carcasses from the zones. Only 
the parts listed below are legal: 
• Cut/wrapped meat (commercially or privately). 
• Deboned meat. 
• Hides with no head attached. 
• Finished taxidermy. 
• Antlers with no tissue attached. 
• Cleaned skull plates (no brain tissue). 
• Cleaned skulls (no lymphoid or brain tissue).

The MDWFP established the Pontotoc CWD Management Zone that 
includes all of Pontotoc (bottom left) and Union (top left) counties, 
and that part of Lee County (right) west of US 45.

MDWFP establishes 
free CWD check system

Now that Mississippi has a lab 
capable of testing deer for CWD 
through the quicker and less reliable 
of two standard tests, the MDWFP 
has established a statewide system 
through which hunters anywhere in 
the state can have deer checked for 
CWD without paying a fee.

It requires that the head of the 
animal, with at least 6 inches of the 
neck attached, be taken to a drop-
off point where it will be held in a 
freezer until delivered to the Missis-
sippi Veterinary and Diagnostic Lab 
in Pearl for testing. A positive test at 
that lab will lead to the sample being 
sent to an Iowa lab for confirmation.

Hunters are advised not to dress 
deer exhibiting signs of illness or 
disease. Instead, contact the MDWFP 
at 800-BE-SMART (800-237-6278).

Drop off points include:
North Region: North Region 

Office, Enid; Elvis Presley Lake, Tupelo; 

Charlie Capps WMA, Rosedale; 
Malmaison WMA, Holcomb; 
Chickasaw WMA, Houston; Upper 
Sardis WMA, Etta; Trace State Park, 
Belden; New Albany Fairgrounds, 
New Albany; Ecru City Mainte-
nance Building, Ecru.

Central Region: Black Prairie 
WMA, Crawford; Mahannah 
WMA, Redwood; Caney Creek 
WMA, Forest; Pearl River WMA, 
Canton; Lake Tom Bailey, Toom-
suba; Neshoba County Lake, 
Philadelphia.

South Region: South Region 
Office, Magnolia; Purvis Volunteer 
Fire Department, Purvis; Oak 
Grove Fire Department Station 2, 
Purvis; Old River WMA, Poplarville; 
Natchez State Park, Natchez; 
Lower Pascagoula WMA, Moss 
Point; Lake Mary Cottages, Woodville.

This map shows the check stations available 
for CWD testing on a statewide basis.
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Second case of CWD adds to mystery
Mississippi wildlife officials went 

from having an odd case of a 
single deer with CWD in one of 

the most-heavily tested areas of the state 
to having two unrelated cases of CWD 
about 200 miles apart.

It is weird, to say the least, a mystery that 
defies explanation — or at least eludes it.

Mississippi has been alerted to the threat 
of CWD for decades and began testing 
for CWD in 2002 as part of annual herd 
checks. More than 12,000 deer have been 
tested, and until this past February, all 
tests were negative. The most-heavily 
tested area was the south Delta, in the 
immediate vicinity of Issaquena County. 
One former MDWFP biologist 
called it “the least likeliest 
place for CWD to be found in 
Mississippi.”

Yet that’s where hunters at 
a camp reported seeing a 
mature buck showing signs 
of disease, and on Jan. 26, 
a hunter saw it struggling 
and heard it fall and die in 
a nearby field. That mature 
buck, 4½ years old, became 
the state’s first confirmed case 
of CWD. Hundreds more deer 
were collected — yes, that 
means killed — in the months 
that followed. None tested 
positive for CWD. It didn’t help 
that Mississippi River flooding 
impacted the area, scattering 
what might have been a core 
cell of infected animals. 

The MDWFP suspended its 
collection and limited test-
ing in the area to road kills or 
other deer brought in by the 
public. There were no defini-
tive answers as to how, where, 
when and why CWD showed 
up as it did. 

Then, months later, the 
second case pops up in a 
1½-year-old buck in the 
northeast corner of the state, 
in Pontotoc County about 
40 miles west of Tupelo 
and nearly 200 miles from 
Issaquena. 

Still with no answers as to 
the spread and prevalence of 
the disease in the Issaquena 
area, the MDWFP is dealing 

with two seemingly unrelated cases hun-
dreds of miles apart.

There is one aspect of the Pontotoc case 
that is different, and it involves the age of 
the second buck. At 18 months old, the 
buck’s illness adds to the mystery.

Studies in other CWD states show that 
it takes 15 to 18 months for a deer to 
exhibit clinical signs after initial infection. 
With this buck’s age, it appears likely it had 
CWD since birth.

Russ Walsh, executive director of the 
MDWFP’s wildlife bureau, said that because 
of the incubation period, the disease is 
more commonly associated with mature 
deer. He said its appearance in a younger 

deer isn’t particularly rare, just surprising.
“It’s not necessarily unusual,” Walsh told 

The Clarion-Ledger. “Once it’s entrenched 
in an area, you have deer of all ages with 
it. It wouldn’t be unusual to see deer 
(with CWD) in all age-classes in a CWD-
endemic area.

“It’s possible, if not likely, he contracted it 
as a fawn.”

Walsh didn’t say it, but it appears logical that 
more deer in the Pontotoc area — hey, at 
least one mama doe for sure — are infected, 
and the chances that they will be found are 
higher there than in the flood plain of the 
Mississippi River in Issaquena County.

We’ll see. ■
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covIngton county
• 88 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,262/AC
• 110 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,899/AC
• 380 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,600/AC 

FRanKlIn county
• 15 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,200/AC
• 40 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,300/AC
• 44 Acres & Cabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $345,000
• 60 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,850/AC 
• 234 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,750/AC 
• 420 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2850/AC 

haRRIson county
• 47 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,100/AC
• 82 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,950/AC
• 129 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,900/AC
• 243 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,900/AC

JaspER county
• 14 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500/AC 
• 15 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500/AC
• 40 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500/AC
• 69.5 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,850/AC

jEFFERson county
• 23 Acres & Log Cabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $268,000
• 86.65 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,439/AC
• 110 Acres & Log Cabin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $575,000
• 2,260 Acres & Lodge .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8,300,000

jEFFERson davIs county
• 280 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,821/AC

lamaR county
• 42 Acre Estate .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $549,950
• 65 Acre Estate .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $749,950 
• 65.5 Acre & Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $749,500

lawREncE county
• 52.51 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,092/AC
• 335 Acres & Camp  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $653,250
• 710 Acres & Camp  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,225,000

lIncoln county
• 87.49 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,857/AC
• 460 Acres & Camp  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Auction 12/15
• 1,677 Acres & Camp . . . . . . . . . . . .Auction 12/15

lowndEs county
• 460 Acres & Camp  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Auction 12/15
• 1,677 Acres & Camp . . . . . . . . . . . .Auction 12/15

madIson county
• 134 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,200/AC
• 206.2 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,222/AC

maRIon county
• 84.56 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,944/AC

montgomERy county
• 104.4 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,800/AC

pEaRl RIvER
• 61.7 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,299/AC
• 64 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,487/AC
• 67 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,450/AC

pIKE county
• 9 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $45,000
• 10 Acres & Home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $168,000
• 10 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $37,500/AC
• 12 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $54,000/AC
• 16.29 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $90,000/AC
• 20 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,500/AC 
• 21.33 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,195/AC

• 28.69 Acres & Cabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $525,000
• 31.57 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,497/AC
• 40 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,075/AC
• 43.74 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,715/AC
• 77 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,181/AC
• 80 Acres & Home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $209,500
• 132 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,401/AC
• 238 Acres & Home .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $997,300
• 423 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,249/AC

walthall county
• 20 Acres River Front . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,250/AC
• 58 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,844/AC
• 115 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,495/AC
• 160 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,181/AC

waynE county
• 27 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,200/AC
• 39.5 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,974/AC
• 98 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,050/AC
• 120 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,500/AC
• 220 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,050/AC 

wIlKInson county
• 156 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,477/AC
• 370 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,250/AC
• 493 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,833/AC
• 1,278 Acres & Lodge .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $9,500,000
• 961 Acres & Camp  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,500,000
 
louIsIana
Bienville
• 89.78 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,449/AC
Bossier
• 20 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,900/AC
• 26 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $7,615/AC
• 31 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8,225/AC
• 75 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,950/AC
• 102 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,950/AC
• 120 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,958/AC
Caddo
• 16.8 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,273/AC
• 32.4 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,932/AC
• 170 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,600/AC
Desoto
• 40 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,800/AC
Livingston Parish
• 7.5 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $90,000
• 12 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $144,000
• 38 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10,000/AC
Red River
• 9 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $153,000
Sabine
• 21 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,095/AC
Tangipahoa Parish
•  35 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $359,000
Webster 
• 55 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,400/AC
• 113 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,250/AC
• 160 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,300/AC
• 176 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500/AC
• 958 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,252/AC

ProPerties For sale in Ms & la

(601) 250-0017

No One Knows The Country Like We Do®
www.gibsonrealtyms.com

8 AgeNT/OffiCe LOCATiONs iN  LOuisiANA AND Mississippi

#1 united Country Office 
internationally 2008, 

2009, 2010, 2011, 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
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a 
wet start to November put 
a lot of rain on the Delta, 
providing good early habitat 
for ducks. Hunters just need it 

to keep raining and for the temperatures 
to start falling quickly to hasten waterfowl 
migration.

Deer hunters, especially in the northeast 
area, aren’t so lucky.

“I’ve got more water now than I had last 
year, and we had a great December duck 

season a year ago,” said Carl Young of 
Grenada. “Our duck lease in the Delta was 
ready for ducks Nov. 1. What’s funny is that 
my deer club over along the Tenn-Tom (in 
northeast Mississippi), we had a hard time 
getting food plots started because it was 
so dry. I mean, bone dry. 

“Heck, my boys and I tried to squirrel 
hunt over there at deer camp a couple of 
times, and it was so dry that we sounded 
like elephants — we crunched so loud in 

the leaves and sticks. It was frustrating. We 
could see squirrels but couldn’t get close 
enough to them.”

That was Young’s only complaint.
“Between the two, I’d rather have the rain 

on the duck hole,” he said. “You can’t hunt 
ducks without it, and we’ll be OK on the 
deer. We’ve had a good acorn crop, and 
we supplemented the feeding.”

Young said a repeat of last December 
would be ideal.

A wet November has Mississippi duck hunters 
hoping for another good season in the Delta.

Wet soMe 
plaCes, drY 
iN others
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Located in Cleveland, MS 
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food, shopping & more!

We are your one stop
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& Christmas shopping

FREE GIFT 
WRAP!

A small town 
store doing it 
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“We were on the cusp of deciding whether to keep the duck 
lease because we’d had a couple of tough years,” he said. “My two 
friends and I who have the duck lease together, we had about 
given up. Our 40 acres there cost me more to lease than my 
quarter-share in the deer camp lease, and my sons (10 and 14) 
prefer deer hunting to ducks. I was putting in more workdays for 
ducks than for deer and not getting much to show for it.

“Last year, though, it was crazy. We had a great hunt Thanksgiv-
ing weekend and figured we’d be done until January. We weren’t; 
ducks came back by the next weekend, and then those two 
hard (arctic) blasts we had in December kept them coming. My 
sons even enjoyed it. It was the best duck season we’ve had over 
there in the last 10 to 15 years.”

Drought this past summer in most of eastern Mississippi put 
many hunters behind schedule, but hunting was good.

“Fortunately, where I hunt in Monroe County, we had great 
acorns and good browse,” said Riley Sims of Starkville. “We’re 
right on the (Tenn-Tom) river, and I hunted the hardwoods. I saw 
plenty of deer every trip during the first two weeks of archery 
season and got two does. I was hunting a big 10-point but never 
got a decent look at his vitals in range.

“They disappeared after mid-October, just like they usually do. 
Trail cams were still getting pictures, but they quit moving in the 
afternoon. We finally got some decent rain, and our plots were 
up the last week in October and the cams there started loading 
up. I know where the 10 is.”

>more updates...
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The crappie were biting good in Monroe County for Louis Burroughs.
Daylon Collins, 13, of Pass Christian, caught this monster black drum on 
May 5, 2018, at Pass Christian harbor while fishing with his parents.

SCRAPBOOK
Hunting/Fishing

Capt. Joey Davis with Relentless Sportfishing enjoyed a day with 
the Marsh Madness crew chumming up yellowfin behind shrimp 
boats. These two 100-pounders bit on live pogies in early October. 

Email images to: images@ms-sportsman.com
*Digital images must be sent in jpeg format. High-resolution images (taken 
on your camera’s highest setting) will work the best. All images (physical and 
digital) become property of Mississippi Sportsman and cannot be returned.

Got pics? We want ’em

John Laird was 12 when he took his first 
deer while hunting in Smith County.
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T
heirs is a relationship and a 
story that transcends most 
father and son hunting kin-
ships, little 13-year-old Jason 
Sanders and his dad, Dana, 

who recently celebrated the youngster’s 
first deer taken with a bow.

It takes just a few seconds of talking with 
the father to understand his dedication to 
the son. When he speaks of his boy, Dana 
doesn’t just say Jason, he refers to him as 
“my Jason.”

And, it becomes quite obvious that they 
need each other, love each other dearly, 
and benefit from each other, especially 
when it comes to their hunting trips.

Here’s the deal. Jason was diagnosed 
with cerebral palsy at 14 months. His body 
is severely weakened by the horrible afflic-
tion.

“His limitations are fine and gross-motor 
related, which means that he can’t walk 
and has muscle tone that requires him to 
use a wheelchair for most of his getting 
around,” Dana Sanders said. “He can use a 
walker with some assistance.”

A longtime hunter with two older sons 
already in college, Sanders now concen-
trates on sharing his love of the outdoors 
with Jason. It is a story with several suc-
cessful chapters already written.

It is one that has reached out and 
touched others.

“My Jason has hunted with us for several 
years now,” Sanders said, with us referring 
to his wife Adrian and sons Nathan, 24, 
and David, 20. “Two years ago, we took 
him to a Hope Outdoors Disabled Hunt, 
where he killed his first buck, a small spike. 
The recovery of that first buck exceeded 
2.5 million views on Facebook.

“Last year, I had someone reach out to 
me that wanted to take him to south 
Texas, where he took a 135-inch, 9-point 
buck. The recovery of that buck exceeded 
8.5 million views on the Trinity Outdoors 
Adventures Facebook page.”

With each success, the young hunter’s 

eagerness grew.
“This year, my Jason told me that 

he wanted to kill a deer with a 
crossbow,” Sanders said. “Not want-
ing to spend a fortune on a new 
crossbow, I posted on Facebook if 
anyone might have a used cross-
bow they would be willing to sell 
me for Jason.”

His request was quickly answered.
“A lady by the name of Jan Nolan 

sent me a Facebook message tell-
ing me of her husband’s recent 
passing, and that she would love 
to give her late husband’s cross-
bow to my Jason,” Sanders said. “It 
just so happens that she attended 
the same church that we had been 
visiting and had recently joined.

“So on a Sunday morning, Mrs. 
Jan brought her husband’s cross-
bow and presented it to Jason. 
Tears were shed and many hugs 
were shared. I knew that I had to 
put some effort into making this 
happen and get it done.”

Sanders is a native of Vicksburg, 
but his father’s business opportu-
nities took him to the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast where he eventually 
joined his dad in a wetlands 
consulting business. With the two 
oldest sons in college, Dana and 
Adrian decided to move back to the fam-
ily farm in Claiborne County, where they 
could home-school Jason, not to mention 
be very close to some outstanding deer 
hunting.

Over the past few years, as Jason began 
hunting, Dana studied up on hunting 
techniques and equipment for the physi-
cally challenged and got creative. He also 
got help from friends, like gunsmith 
Jimmy Bagby from Firearms Outfitters in 
Vicksburg, who built and gave a custom 
.257 Roberts rifle with a 2.5-pound trigger 
to the youngster.

“Sitting in the blind, we utilize a handicap 

activity chair that has straps that hold 
Jason up and has hydraulic cylinders that 
can raise him up and down,” Sanders said. 
“My Jason sits to my left, and I shoot off 
my left shoulder. Jason is able to look 
down the crossbow (or gun) at the deer 
as I look through the scope. Then he 
reaches his hand under the trigger guard 
and pulls the trigger when I give him the 
signal to do so.

“It’s how we’ve taken most of his deer 
with a gun. I want Jason to be as much in 
control of the hunting event as possible. 
Pulling the trigger is all him.”

On Oct. 8, Dana and Jason took the 
crossbow to the stand.

UPDATEOutdoor

 continues

Dad helps physically challenged 
son get first deer with a bow
Special relationship is mutually beneficial for the Sanders

Jason Sanders and dad Dana 
with the youngster’s spike buck 
taken with a crossbow on Oct. 8.
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“We got in the stand around 4:30 to beat 
the heat,” Dana said. “I had already taken 
his chair and Caldwell Field pod to the 
stand the day before. Hunting with my 
Jason requires some planning ahead.

“It was a warm sit, but the electric fan 
kept us from getting hot and helped keep 
the mosquitoes off of him. We had not 
seen anything, and it was getting late, and 
I was pondering going ahead and getting 
everything packed up when I heard foot-
steps to our right.”

The hunt was on.
“I said ‘Jason, there’s a deer coming up 

the road right next to the blind; be still 
and very quiet,” Sanders recalled. “Jason’s 
breathing and posture changed and he 
said, ‘Papa, my heart, can you hear it?’

“The deer came out in front of the blind 
at only 17 steps, and we went into our 
routine. I got behind the crossbow and 
settled the crosshairs on the deer. Jason 
was grabbing for the trigger and I helped 
him get his finger on the trigger. Then I 
gave him the go ahead. He jerked back 
on the trigger very hard causing the 

crossbow to fire.”
 The deer jumped and ran off. It 

looked like a solid hit.
“Jason was squalling and so happy,” 

Sanders said. “We got out after a bit 
but found no arrow or blood. I called 
a friend of mine with the Missis-
sippi Blood Trailing Network and he 
brought a dog. They found the deer.

“My Jason has now taken a deer 
with his archery gear. It was a really 
awesome time and we owe it all to 
Mrs. Jan, who gave my Jason her hus-
band’s crossbow.”

The dad’s dedication to his son is 
obvious, but it’s a mutual beneficial 
relationship, giving the elder Sanders 
a solid reminder of what the outdoors 
should be about.

“I’ve had the privilege to have hunted 
some great places in Mississippi and Loui-
siana over my 35 years of deer hunting,” 
he said. “I’ve taken a lot of deer. I still enjoy 
hunting but really like the preparation, 
and holding out for a nice buck. Hunting 
with Jason, however, brings back those 

emotions that I used to get when I’d see a 
deer or kill one. 

“His joy and excitement is contagious 
and takes me back to what hunting 
should really be about. In a day and time 
where big antlered bucks get all the spot-
lights, there’s my Jason, showing me what 
it’s really all about.” ■

Photo courtesy Dana Sanders 
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UPDATEOutdoor

 continues

Pelahatchie Bay produces 
some of the best winter and 
spring fishing on Barnett 
Reservoir, but not this year. 
Due to an outbreak of the 
plant giant salvinia, the Bay 
is off-limits to all boating for 
at least six months.

Popular 
Pelahatchie 
Bay closed 
to boating
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F
ishermen or boaters planning a 
winter or spring trip to Barnett 
Reservoir need to plan around 
not visiting and using the popu-
lar Pelahatchie Bay area of the 

33,000-acre lake near Jackson. It is closed 
to boating until further notice.

The reason: giant salvinia, an invasive 
aquatic fern that was found in June on the 
Bay’s north shore. To battle the plant, the 
Pearl River Valley Water Supply declared 
an emergency and enacted an integrated 
action plan to prevent its spread, and to 
hopefully eradicate it.

All public and private boat ramps in the 
area have been closed and blocked, and 
temporary floating barriers block passage 
beneath a bridge that provides the only 
access from the reservoir to the bay.

“Because of the topography, with only 

one narrow opening from the lake to the 
bay, we were advised by aquatic vegeta-
tion specialists that we could contain 
the giant salvinia to the bay,” said John 
Sigman, general manager for PRVWSD, a 
state agency that oversees the operation 
of Barnett Reservoir. “They were adamant 
in their advice to close the bay off from 
the rest of the lake and just as adamant at 
closing the boat ramps.

“For the same reason, the unique 
topography, the experts told us we have 
a one-time shot at killing giant salvinia, 
which most lakes that have been hit with 
the plant didn’t have. To do that, we had 
to design an emergency action plan that 
included the ban on boating access, 
continued prescribed applications of her-
bicides, and then lowering the lake level 
two feet during the winter months. With a 

cold winter, like we had last year, it could 
kill the exposed salvinia.”

Biologist John Skains of the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
said giant salvinia is intolerant of freezing 
weather.

“It is a tropical plant, from Brazil, that sim-
ply cannot survive freezing temperatures,” 
he said. “If we can contain it to the north 
shore of the bay and keep spraying it, the 
drawdown and a sustained, hard freeze 
could finish off any salvinia that survived 
spraying but was weakened by the herbi-
cides.”

The drawdown began in November, and, 
weather permitting, the lake will drop 
from its normal pool elevation of 297.5 
feet above sea level to 296.5 by Dec. 1, 
and eventually to 295.5 by Dec. 15. Sig-
man said other factors, like weather and 
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downstream impact, could influence the 
drawdown process.

“We struggled hard with this decision; 
we never wanted to take the unprec-
edented step of closing the lake or a part 
of it to the public,” Sigman said. “It was a 
painful decision to make, but it was the 
right one to make.”

Most fishermen were disappointed but 
understood.

“I am one of the bass guys who frequents 
the bay, every tournament,” said Kenny 
Churchill of Brandon. “That’s where I fish, 
especially in the fall, winter and spring. 
Heck, everybody fishes it then, because it’s 
one of the few places where 
you can find protected water 
in windy conditions.

“But I will get by. I would 
much rather lose the bay for 
half a year than to see us lose 
it forever to this plant. I’ve read 
up on it and heard about it 
and I know it’s nothing to fool 
around with. I hope they kill it 
all this winter.”

Louisiana and Texas have 
both had sad experiences 
with giant salvinia, including 
fishing destinations like Toledo 
Bend and Sam Rayburn res-
ervoir on the states’ borders. 
Caney Creek and Caddo Lakes 
in Louisiana have been hit 
hard.

“Those lakes and those 
states, they are no longer try-
ing to eradicate giant salvinia,” 
Skains said. “They are now 
simply trying to control it. 
That’s the stage we are hoping 
we can avoid. We can either 
kill it this year or likely spend 
the next decade or decades 
just trying to control it.”

At a PRVWSD board meeting, 
state fisheries director Larry 
Pugh called giant salvinia “the 
greatest threat we face as 
fisheries and lake managers. 
I would really hate to see it 
spread from Pelahatchie Bay 
to other parts of Barnett Res-
ervoir, or see it carried by boat 
or boat trailer to other lakes 
around Mississippi. That is a 
scary thought.”

In a related note, PRVWSD 

and the MDWFP became more aggressive 
in its battle with vegetation in Barnett Res-
ervoir’s upriver backwaters. A helicopter 
was used to reach areas no longer acces-
sible due to hyacinth, alligator weed and 
other invasive plants.

“This was angler driven; a group of bass 
fishermen approached us and asked us 
if we would consider aerial spraying to 
reach some of those clogged areas that 
are historically some of the best fishing 
areas in the system,” Sigman said. “They 
provided maps with coordinates, and a 
lot of it was to areas with 6 to 8 feet of 
water that were matted over. We got with 

MDWFP and took some bids and found 
out that it was feasible.”

If good results are found in the approxi-
mately 400 acres sprayed, it is possible 
that future aerial spraying would be 
employed in other areas.

“That’s the only way we’ll ever get those 
areas back,” said fisherman Jimmy Carruth 
of Brandon. “A helicopter can get to 400 
acres in a few hours that a boat just can’t 
reach at all. We appreciate that the reser-
voir and wildlife folks listened to us; we’re 
all in it together and want what’s best.” ■

EMMETT’S MARINE
354 DALE TRL NE • BROOKHAVEN, MS 39601

(601) 833-2277
WWW.EMMETTSMARINE.COM
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Mississippi is blessed with great 
fishing opportunities on every 
page of the calendar, and some 

of it is saved for the last page: December.
Whether you fish in saltwater, prefer 

bass over crappie or vice versa, you can 
get a hook into some lips throughout the 
month. Here’s a look at some of the best 
action.

Largemouth bass
Fishermen mistakenly think the best 

winter fishing is limited to south Missis-
sippi, and that’s based on some excellent 
action on lakes like Calling Panther near 
Crystal Springs, Okhissa near Bude, Jeff 
Davis near Prentiss, Bill Waller near Colum-
bia and Perry at Beaumont. All are proven 
hot spots. But don’t overlook some good 
opportunities north of I-20. Even Pickwick 
Lake on the Tennessee border can pro-
duce in December. Another 
big lake to hit is Barnett 
Reservoir, which can produce 
fish throughout the winter. For 
lovers of smaller lakes, there’s 
Neshoba County Lake near 
Philadelphia, Monroe near 
Aberdeen, and Lamar Bruce at 
Saltillo. Unfortunately, two of 
north Mississippi’s best lakes 
are off limits this December — 
the ramp is temporarily closed 
at Tippah County Lake near 
Ripley and the lake at Trace 
State Park near Pontotoc is 
closed for renovation.

Crappie
Some of the best crappie 

action all year happens in 
the oxbow lakes along the 
Mississippi River in Decem-
ber and the rest of winter. 
Eagle, Chotard, Albermarle, 
Washington and Whittington 
lakes are all excellent waters 
for trolling for suspended, 

cold-water crappie. Inland, Sardis and 
Grenada lakes were producing some 
good fish in November, and if the water 
remains at decent, stable levels, it should 
continue through to the New Year. Barnett 
Reservoir is perhaps the most-consistent 
producer in the state.

Catfish
Winter months are outstanding for tro-

phy blue catfish on the Mississippi River 
and the Tenn-Tom Waterway. Time spent 
learning how to find the cats in the deep 
holes and then putting the boat in the 
proper position to get a bait in their strike 
zones — and keep it there — is worth it.

Coastal waters
Several of the most-popular saltwater 

gamefish species migrate to nearshore 
or inshore waters along the Mississippi 

Gulf Coast during the late fall season. By 
December, redfish, speckled trout, puppy 
drum and sheepshead are all plentiful 
in the bays and on the man-made reefs 
along the beaches. Residents lucky 
enough to have homes on the back bays 
or attached bayous can catch all the 
trout they want at night under lights on 
their piers or docks. Redfish can be seen 
in packs roaming shorelines in search of 
food. Bridge pilings and other structure 
hold fish that use the cover to ambush 
baitfish pushed by the incoming or out-
going tides. The Biloxi Bay, Bay of St. Louis 
and the Pascagoula River are the three 
best places to be in December.

The exception: On Dec, 25, the place 
to be is with family and friends, perhaps 
enjoying a meal of fresh fish or perhaps 
venison backstraps.

Merry Christmas. ■

UPDATEOutdoor

 continues

The Mississippi Gulf Coast gets red hot every winter 
with great fishing for, among others, redfish.

Winter fishing hot spots
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Fish Shreveport-Bossier City this spring. 
Check out these upcoming events and more at www.shreveportbossiersports.com.
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rEELin’ in 
tHE rut

rEELin’ in 
tHE rut

L inda Burdine Pollard sat in her favorite deer stand in 
north Choctaw County last year, searching for sign of 
a hot doe. What she heard and saw were something 

very different, but exactly what she was looking for: a red-
hot buck. 

“I heard something running through the woods, and then 
I heard a buck grunting, and he was running wide open,” 
Pollard said. “I guess I missed the doe come by, but I saw the 
buck, put my crosshairs on him and touched the trigger.”

“Ka-boom.”
The .280 Remington roared, and the buck collapsed in a 

heap, another nice 10-pointer, one of many that this tal-
ented hunter has harvested over the past 30 years. 

“I first started hunting with a shotgun, but my husband, 
Russell, and son, Jeff, wanted me to try a rifle,” Pollard said. 
“So Russell ... got a rifle and told the man (at the store) he 
wanted to let me try it out first. The man told him that a 
.280 wasn’t a woman’s gun. Russell just told him, ‘You don’t 
know my wife!’

“Well, I shot the rifle with my son Jeff and then went to the 
woods the next morning. I heard a deer running flat-out, 
saw he had horns and dropped him. I really don’t know how 
I hit that deer running like that the first time, but I called 
Russell and told him to call that man at the store back and 
tell him we’re keeping the rifle!”

Hunt tHE funnELs UP NEXT >

Whitetail bucks drop some of their innate 
caution when the peak of breeding season, 

aka the rut, arrives, which in Mississippi
 is in December. here’s how to take 

advantage and add a trophy to your wall.
By Mike Giles
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Hunt tHE funnELs
Over the past 20 years, Pollard has taken 

many big bucks by hunting funnels in her 
area; she usually kills a good buck in the 
same stand every year. 

“I have one stand in a funnel that gets really 
narrow in the middle,” Pollard said. “The 
woods have acorn trees in the strip, and 
when it gets to my stand it’s really narrow. 
On one side of the funnel is a pasture, and on 
the other there’s a rye grass field. I’ve killed 
quite a few feeding in the rye grass, but when 
the bucks are chasing does, I’ll usually kill 
one traveling through the funnel.” 

If you have food nearby, the does will be in 
the area sometime during the day, and you can bet there will 
be a buck or two trailing any hot does that pass by. 

LEaVE tHE DoEs, sMaLL BuCKs
“I love to go hunting and don’t have to kill something 

every time I go to enjoy it,” Pollard said. “I never shoot does, 
because I want my does there on my place. If does are there, 
then you’re going to have bucks coming in looking for them 
during the rut, too.” 

Reelin’ in the Rut

>

If you’re looking to attract trophy bucks to your area, then 
you’ve got to have the does, because when they put out that 
estrous scent, they’ll attract those mature bucks. 

“I don’t shoot little bucks, either,” Pollard said. “If I shoot a 
smaller buck, then the older, wiser bucks might not come in, 
so I just don’t want to take a chance. I’m okay with going to 
the woods and not shooting or bringing a deer out. It’s the 
big bucks I’m after.” 

Letting smaller bucks walk is a good way to make sure you 
have mature bucks in the area in the future, because dead deer 
don’t grow antlers. If you want to kill better bucks, you must 
let them live to maturity, so they can reach their full potential.

PuBLiC LanD During tHE rut UP NEXT >

Creek crossings such as this one are good places to 
intercept rutting bucks that are searching for does. 

Stand 
location

Funnel

Rye grass fi eld

Pasture
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•  Know the lay of the land 
you’re going to hunt. 

•  Determine the available 
food sources during that 
time.

•  Determine the bedding 
areas and travel corridors.

•  Scout constantly through 
the season.

•  Find scrape lines, fresh trails 
and crossings.

•  Get into the woods and in a 
stand every day, every min-
ute you can, while the rut is 
going on.

BEst tiPs for 
Hunting tHE rut

Breeding Date Range
Dec 06 - Dec 13
Dec 13 - Dec 20
Dec 20 - Dec 25
Dec 25 - Dec 29
Dec 29 - Dec 31
Dec 31 - Jan 04

Jan 04 - Jan 09
Jan 09 - Jan 16
Jan 16 - Jan 24
Jan 24 - Feb 06

Let Us Sell Your Property

Land Investments LLc
Jackson • Natchez • Vicksburg

601-362-0059 • 601-304-0744 • 601-636-5263

See pics of these and other hunting tracts on
www.landinvestments.ms

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Tom Middleton - 601-597-5727
Charles Feltus - 601-431-8285
Barry Maxwell - 318-719-0318

Bill Crigler - 318-201-0744
Barton McIntosh - 318-481-3840

Ken Hall, Broker - 601-942-9513

Adams Co. — 136+/- ac.
Located on Hwy. 84 just east of Hwy. 61 & Natchez Trace. Residential, 

recreational & commercial tract in a great hunting area. $477,855. Call Tom.

Adams Co. — 243+/- ac.
Timberland & sloughs on Lake Mary near Jackson Point. $585,000.  

Call Charles.

Amite Co. — 51+/- ac.
Three mixed use residential, recreational & timberland tracts (30+/-, 15+/- & 
5+/- ac.) on Nebo Rd. Offered individually or as a unit. $148,500. Call Tom.

Claiborne Co. — 147+/- ac.
Cut-over timberland near Port Gibson w/frontage on Bayou Pierre. 

$404,250. Call Charles.

Franklin Co. — 177+/- ac.
Good stand of hdwds. & pine near Hwy. 33 & Bude.  

REDUCED $499,000. Call Charles.

Jefferson Co. — 114+/- ac.
Nice whitetail deer hunting near Fayette. $314,160. Call Tom.

Jefferson Co. — 2,253+/- ac.
Contentment Plantation. Deer & duck hunters paradise w/4,900 sq. ft. lodge, 

50 ac. bass lake & 65 ac. of duck holes. $6,985,000. Call Charles or Tom.

Jefferson Co. — 92+/- ac.
Hunting tract with hdwd. timber in the Rodney Hill area. $230,000. Call Tom.

Lawrence Co. — 277+/- ac.
Gently rolling mature pine & hdwd. timber. Over ½ mile on Silver Creek  

w/neat rustic camp. $695,000. Call Bill.

Pearl River Co. — 1,549+/- ac. & 139 ac. 
& 110 ac. & 61 ac. & 60 ac. & 50 ac. tracts

Cybur Farms located on Hwy. 43 N . of Picayune near and/or adjoining the 
Bogue Chitto NWR and only a few miles from Old River WMA. Mixed timber 

w/great deer, turkey & small game hunting. $2,950/ac. Call Ken.

Rankin Co. — 11 ac., 12 ac., 15 ac., 41 ac.,  
53 ac., & 131 ac. tracts 

Located in Johns between Brandon & Pucket w/light restrictions  
$4,500 – $5,000 per ac. Call Ken Owner/Broker.

Rankin/Simpson Cos. — 123+/- ac.
Located just outside Florence w/16 yr. old plantation pine that needs 

thinning. Great deer/turkey area. $362,850. Call Ken.

Rankin Co. — 18+/- ac.
Great horse ranch w/1,000 sq. ft. camp, barrel arena & roping arena. 

Located just outside Pearl city limits. $189,000. Call Ken.

Scott Co. — 40+/- ac.
Located on Hwy. 25 w/residential, commercial and recreational  

(6 yr. plantation pine) mixed use. $140,000. Call Ken.

Stone Co. 9 +/- ac.
Located in Red Creek WMA w/great hunting.  36’ motor home w/all utilities 
& gated driveway.  Mixed hdwd/pine & stocked pond.  $60,000.  Call Ken.

Wilkinson Co. — 130+/- ac.
15 mi. S. of Natchez. Beautiful mixed timber, food plots & stands. 

Great neighbors! $468,000. Call Bill.
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This map shows 
the peak breeding 
dates for whitetails 
in different areas 
of Mississippi.
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Reelin’ in the Rut

>

PuBLiC LanD 
During tHE rut

Easing up to a knoll, overlook-
ing a deep ravine, I was stopped 
dead in my tracks by a whiff of 
scent from a rutting buck. The 
distinctive odor was pungent, 
and I focused my attention on the 
unseen buck. Slowly turning my 
head, I spotted, not 10 feet to my 
right, a 3- to 4-foot-wide scrape in 
plain sight; a buck had obviously 
just worked it, as the coal-black 
earth had not even crusted over. It 
still bore the wet markings of his 
musty scent.

I’d just still-hunted a half-mile 
and run across a scrape line and 
rub line that ended at the preci-
pice overlooking a ravine in front 
of me. The odor was unmistak-
able, but where to go and how 
to hunt him was another matter. 
Should I stay, or should I keep eas-
ing along, looking for more sign 
and antlers? 

It was 9:45 on the last morn-
ing of a three-day draw hunt at 
Canemount WMA near Port 
Gibson, and time was running 
out. The choice was easy this time, 
as I’d done some scouting before 
the hunt and knew deer like to fre-
quent the deep, cane-filled ravine. 
I’d only been there a couple of 
times, but I had spotted deer both times 
during daylight hours. 

I picked a good-looking spot on the 
knoll, sat down and started watching. For 
30 minutes, I didn’t see a thing or hear 
a peep. I was relaxed and comfortable, 
though, so I grunted, and within 2 min-
utes, I heard a crack from somewhere in 
the jungle below. 

A few minutes later, I head another pop 
and crack, sounds that only a big buck 
makes in woods like these. And then 
there was silence. 

For the next 15 minutes, I stared 
intently into the deep tangle of cane and 
vegetation with nary a sight nor sign of 
anything including a deer. 

I followed up with a low, guttural, 
drawn-out buck grunt to see if he was 
still coming. 

“Crack!” It was on now. 
Suddenly, a buck appeared like an appa-

rition directly in front of me, at the base 
of the hill about 125 yards below. He’d 
obviously pegged my location and was 
looking for a hot doe. With a side view, I 
couldn’t make out the width of his ant-
lers, but I knew that they were thick and 
a trophy for me. 

Turning his head, I could see the ant-
lers rising straight up and curving out 
wide. They extended well beyond his 
ears, so I knew he was a legal buck in 
this trophy unit. 

Wasting no time, I centered the cross-
hairs on him. 

“Tic-Boom!” 
My .270 roared, and the buck collapsed 

instantly. He never twitched as one 
well-placed bullet pierced his backbone 
between his shoulders and went into 
his engine room. He never knew what 
hit him.

The 5½  -year-old buck had lived a life of 

seclusion; he never had to leave his sanc-
tuary during daylight hours. 

His rutting behavior was ultimately his 
demise; he just couldn’t ignore my sweet 
love grunts. He weighed 210 pounds, 
sported a tall, 20-inch wide rack to go with 
5½  -inch bases. He was surely a public-land 
trophy and made my season complete. 

If you’re looking for a quality buck, then 
you’d do well to head to the woods every 
chance you get during the rut. There 
will never be a better time to catch an 
old buck with his guard down. When 
does are coming into estrous, bucks 
throw caution to the wind and run wild, 
regardless of time of day or where they 
are. It will be the one time when hunt-
ers get a look at some trophies during 
daylight hours.

Hunting rigHt-of-ways 
UP NEXT >

Cane/tabula
grasses

Mike’s
stand

Scrape
line

125 to 150 yards 
straight down

Steep
dropoff 

180 yards

Ravine

Knoll

Woods

Woods slope downhill

Initial cracking noise heard

Buck appeared here 
125 yards below Mike’s 

position on knoll.
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Hunting right-of-ways
Though young by most standards, 15-year-old 

Camden Lott of Sebastopol has been hunting 
nearly all of his life, and he’s learned a few things 
from his grandfather. 

“I like to hunt pipelines because I can see a long 
distance and spot bucks running does during the 
rut,” Camden said. “When the does come out, the 
bucks will follow them right across the open pipe-
line, and that’s the best time to shoot a good one.”

Last December, Lott was hunting a pipeline on 
his grandfather’s when the rut erupted right in 
front of him. 

“I looked up, and does were piling into the field,” 
said Lott. “It wasn’t long before a nice buck came 
out, and I was getting ready to take the shot.”

But fate intervened before Lott could squeeze the trigger. 
“I took a moment to settle down as I was trying to get on the 

buck, but then a monster buck with a much bigger rack busted 
out behind him,” he said. “When they separated, I put the 
crosshairs on him and squeezed the trigger.” 

“Ka-Boom!” roared Lott’s .270, and the buck of a lifetime was 
in his grasp. 

The trophy was indeed the buck of his lifetime, sporting a 
rocking-chair rack with 11 points, a wide spread and weighed 

in at 238 pounds.
If you have a pipeline or powerline to hunt, that could be 

your ticket to the buck of a lifetime like it was for Lott. Find 
out where deer like to cross 
and take a stand somewhere 
within shooting distance — 
but not too close — and you 
just might harvest a trophy 
buck this year as well. ■

Mike Giles of Meridian has 
been hunting and fishing 
Mississippi since 1965. 
He is an award-winning 
wildlife photographer, 
writer, seminar speaker 
and guide.

Reelin’ in the rut

DeerView
manufactures the 
best windows in 
the industry!
Dealer(s)/Manufacturer
Pricing Available
All of our windows and 
doors can be custom made 
or you can select from our 
standard sizes.

WINDOW CO.
DeerView

www.DeerViewWindows.com
817-453-7421

A 3-day WMA hunt near Port Gibson 
resulted in the author (left) and buddy 
Brad Madden taking these nice bucks.
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Backyard 
Ducks

Wood ducks are wild and free, living in their own paradise, yet closer than most duck 
hunters in Mississippi realize. Here are some tips to help add them to your bag.

By Andy Douglas

Duck hunting is becoming 
a favorite sport for many 
sportsmen and sportswomen. 
Considering all the gear 

needed, it can become expensive very 
quickly — especially if you have to pay 
to access places near flyways with good 
numbers of mallards and pintails. 

There’s an exception, however, to 
expensive waterfowl hunting: wood 
ducks, aka woodies, squealers, acorn 
ducks, swamp ducks.

You won’t break the bank if you decide 
to go after woodies. They’re found just 

about anywhere that holds a little water. 
If you already have hunting land or fish-
ing spots, chances are good that you have 
a place to hunt wood ducks. It doesn’t 
take a whole lot of equipment, either. All 
you really need is a shotgun, shells and 
some camo, plus maybe a call or two and 
a half-dozen decoys.

Where to find them
“Wood ducks prefer annually flooded 

areas that provide dense vegetative 
cover, such as bottomland hardwood for-
ests and scrub-shrub wetland areas that 

contain willow, buttonbush, and privet,” 
said Houston Havens, the waterfowl 
project coordinator for the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks. “This type of habitat provides 
everything that wood ducks need to 
thrive throughout the year, including 
nesting structure, cover for brood rearing 
and plenty of acorns, seeds and insects to 
feed upon.”

Magnolia State hunters don’t have 
to look far; we are fortunate to have a 
healthy population of woodies. 

>
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Good places to hunt are the shallow 
ends of ponds, a bend of a slow-moving 
stream or river, in flooded timber or 
cypress swamps or on the edges of bea-
ver sloughs.

“Scouting is the key to being successful 
bagging woodies,” Cagle said. “Scout for 
them, and don’t rule out lakes that can 
be hunted, especially near the creeks 
feeding them or narrow fingers.”

Scout places before you plan to hunt, 
both early mornings and at sunset. Look 
for roosting areas and the directions 
ducks fly at dusk and dawn. It’s not rec-
ommended to hunt in or on the edge of 
roosting areas — ducks are smart, and 
it could ruin a good roost for the entire 
season.

Myths about 
wood ducks

A lot of hunters have fallen for the fal-
lacy that wood ducks can’t be called or 
decoyed. In the right situation, they will 
come to a call, and when combined with 
decoys, hunters can get them within 
shotgun range.

“They will come in to a decoy,” said 
Mike “Catfish” Flautt, a guide for 
Tallahatchie Hunts in Swan Lake. “I will 
do a wood duck whistle to turn them.”

The high-pitched hen call — “teeeow-
wwit” — or the really high-pitched drake 
whistle — “to-wwiit” — works well get-
ting them in gun range as they’re trying 
to land. The same calls work if they land 
out of range — call to them, and they’ll 
sometimes swim over in range, then 
flush them and shoot. The loud “wheat-
wheat” sound the squealers make when 
they’re spooked is a good call to use 
when they’ve flown over you and you’ve 
missed a shot opportunity. Many times, 
they’ll turn for another pass-by.

Decoys work, but keep the spread 
small. The number of drake and hen 
decoys should be the same, as they 
naturally travel in pairs. A good tip that 

Wood Ducks

Bends in slow moving creeks or 
streams are ideal for ambushing 
and jump shooting woodies.

“�In Mississippi, we have a lot 
of resident wood ducks. 
We also have a large number of them that annually migrate from the north,” 
said Phillip Cagle, owner of White Oak Hunting Service near Tunica.

A typical day of hunting 
wood ducks with the 
author starts out a blind 
he’s constructed at a 
favorite, abandoned farm 
pond in the middle of 
some big timber. It has 
a beaver dam across the 
spillway and cypress trees 
growing on the shallow 
end. 

Arriving very early, he 
hunts the shallow end 
with a spread of four 
decoys, one rigged on a 
jerk-line. If the squealers 
land before shooting 

light, he waits until legal 
hunting time arrives, then 
call and work the jerk-
line, hoping to get them 
to swim over for a flush 
and shoot. He does a lot 
of wood duck talk until 
mid-morning.

When the action has 
ceased, he will head to 
a section of hardwoods 
that has a big creek run-
ning through it. He will try 
his hand at ambushing 
and jump-shooting until 
he’s tired or lunch time 
arrives. He may stay and 

make an evening hunt, 
pass-shooting, sitting 
beside a group of oak 
trees on a field woodline 
between a roosting area 
and some beaver soughs. 
It’s then time to do some 
intermittent calling and 
stay ready for fast-flying 
action on the fringes.

Be aware of the limit, 
it’s three daily. The 
author tries to harvest 
only drakes, feeling like 
he’s conserving hens for 
future seasons. ■

A day 
chasing 
woodies

will stack the odds in your favor is to rig 
one decoy with a weighted jerk-line. Wood 
ducks rarely sit still in the water, and pulling 
the jerk-line creates action on the water, 
causing the other decoys to bob around.

While it’s possible to turn them and get 
them to come to decoys, Cagle makes a 
good point.

Andy Douglas
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“They’re not like a working duck that 
will circle two or three times before they 
commit,” he said. “They’re woodies, and 
they’re coming in fast and furious.”

Setups and methods
You can jump-shoot, hunt from a 

blind or take woodies by pass-shooting. 
They’re basically hunted like any other 
duck, only these ducks live in more 
wooded habitats than other ducks. And 
they are fast. They have no problem 
maneuvering — weaving, darting, diving 
— through timber.

“Woodies can be flying a hundred miles 
an hour through the woods and land in a 
hole of water as big as a bucket. You have 
to be ready for them,” Flautt said.

Hunting from a blind can be very pro-
ductive. It doesn’t take anything fancy; 
just build one out of whatever nature 
has nearby. Set up near the water’s edge. 
Sometimes a blind isn’t even necessary if 
you find large enough trees to sit by and 
you can rely on your camo. Throw out a 
small spread of decoys and keep your call 
ready to react when they fly in or fly over. 
Be in the blind and set up well before 
daybreak. Woodies are notorious for 
landing on the water before legal shoot-
ing hours.

Pass hunting is where scouting pays off, 
where hunters lie in wait for a shot as 
they fly over.

Havens offers a good strategy for pass 
hunting, 

“Wood ducks sometimes follow some-
what of a daily pattern during the win-
ter,” he said. “They typically roost in large 
numbers during the late evening and will 
often leave the roost early the next morn-
ing, heading the same direction before 
dispersing further. When this pattern is 
observed, hunters can take advantage 
by setting up in the flight path of wood 
ducks for morning hunts.”

Set up on the flight path, no closer than 
a couple hundred yards from the roost — 

remember, never hunt too close to their 
roost. Woodies are predictable and will 
keep the same patterns until shot into a 
couple times.

“The only kind of wood duck hunting 
we knew how to do back in the day was 
pass shooting on the way to a roost or 
jump-shooting,” Flautt said.

Ambushing and jump-shooting are a 
traditional way a lot of hunters target 
wood ducks. The key is to know your 
hunting territory and know where the 
woodies will be. You can hunt them all 
day if you choose to. Ducks will be on the 
water or on the bank feeding on acorns, 
vegetation or insects. The strategy is to 
slip in undetected, and once you spot 
ducks, get in a position to make a good 
shot, then flush and shoot. Creeks and 
streams are ideal ambush places, espe-
cially in the bends. It can be difficult to 
put the slip on woodies in sloughs or 
flooded timber because of the flat ter-
rain usually in those areas. Wherever 
you decide to ambush, sneak in slowly 
— wood ducks have a keen sense of sight 
and hearing, and they blend in well with 
their surroundings. Listen closely as you 
approach; they are very vocal ducks.

Wrapping it up
Hunters don’t have to be duck-hunting 

experts to chase woodies. It’s not the kill 
that keeps sportsmen coming back for 
more, it’s the whole package.

Calling and utilizing decoys 
will stack the odds in a 
hunter’s favor for harvesting 
more wood ducks.

continues >
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W
ood ducks are fasci-
nating. The hens are 
so well camouflaged 
— on the water, 
they’ll spot you long 

before you see them. In full breeding 
plumage, the drake is the most beautiful 
of all ducks. They’re forever wild, free 
and independently at large, living in their 
own paradise. These squealers have a 
splendid vocabulary of their own that is 
distinguished only as wood duck talk.

It’s not just the allure of the wood duck 
that draws hunters, just as much; it’s the 
territory where they live; some of the 
most beautiful scenery in Mississippi. 
These places can be found just beyond 
your own backyard. ■

If you have a place that holds a few 
wood ducks and you want to make it 
better and attract more, think about 
building some wood duck boxes and 
placing them over or near the water. 

“It’s just basic conservation,” said Phillip 
Cable of White Oak Hunting Service. 
“I am here to tell you that putting out 
wood duck boxes will help hunters cre-
ate a good hole and nesting areas for 
woodies.”

It’s all about creating the atmosphere 
for them. They’re smart ducks, and they 
want to nest where predators can’t get 
them; setting the boxes over the water 
helps with this.

Placing them on land near water 
requires a little more work. The boxes will 
need to be on some type of pole; 4-inch 
PVC is slick and difficult for predators 
to climb. A predator guard — a cone-
shaped piece of sheet metal at least 2 
feet in diameter, should be installed on 

any pole 
a preda-
tor could 
climb.

“We put 
out new 
boxes 
every year,” 
Cagle said. “I try to put one box to every 
two to three acres. If I have a 60-acre 
slough, that’s close to 30 boxes.”

Woods ducks nest in cavities in trees 
that occur naturally. With the loss of 
habitat due to timber harvest and 
competition with squirrels, owls and 
other animals, pickings can be slim for 
nesting places. Fortunately, hunters and 
landowners woodies will utilize these 
artificial nest boxes.

For instructions on building a wood 
duck nesting box, visit www.ducks.
org/conservation/waterfowl-research-
science/wood-duck-boxes. ■
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Wood Ducks

Creating a better 
wood duck hole

FLOWOOD, MS - 601-939-9700 • RICHLAND, MS - 601-664-9770 
BYRAM, MS - 601-372-0042 • RIDGELAND, MS - 601-856-0700

4 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!!!

CHOOSE 
THE BEST!

Have you been
in a wreck? 
You have a choice. 

24 hr towing...

NEW LOCATION 
OPENING UP SOON 
IN GLUCKSTADT.

Duck boxes provide great nesting opportunities, 
especially for wood ducks.

Andy Douglas is an outdoor writer and 
photographer from Brookhaven. A native of 
Lincoln County, he’s chased deer, turkeys, bass 
and most anything else the past 35 years. He 
lives the outdoor lifestyle and is passionate 
about sharing that with others through stories 
and photos.
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 T wo things you’ll find in abundance across 
Mississippi this month are ducks and flow-
ing waterways. Throw in a stable, low-profile 

kayak, a 12-gauge shotgun and a box of non-toxic shot, 
and you’ve got the makings of a fine December outing: 
jump-shooting ducks while 
floating a river or stream. 

Setting up a good float trip 
for ducks is a matter of doing a little homework, nego-
tiating some arrangements with a buddy and making 
adequate preparation.

Float-hunting between setups offers the best of both 
worlds. Floating or slowly paddling down a medium-
sized creek or small river in search of ducks is effective. 
If a hunter previously has identified a section of water 
that has been holding waterfowl, paddling into that 
area before daylight and setting up can be effective. 

Both scenarios require a vessel. A small, flat-bottom, 
stable boat is recommended. They can vary from small 
john boats to kayaks to specialized “sneak” boats. The 
common factor is they have to be capable of floating in 
shallow water. 

Richard Price of Greenwood has been floating for 
ducks in the creeks near his home since he caught the 
kayak bug 15 years ago. 

“Sometimes drought will cause rivers or smaller 
creeks to have areas that are only a few inches deep,” 
said Price. “These camo-colored kayaks you find in the 
department stores work great for this.” 

Price said shallow areas often lie upstream of deeper, 
quiet pools that hold ducks. 

“Few things will spook a flock of ducks quicker than 
having a boat grind to a halt on a shoal before the 
hunter can get into range,” he said. “I’d also recom-
mend wearing a set of chest waders, because there are 
times when you’ll have to get out of the boat to clear 
an obstruction or pull the boat over a logjam.” 

A DUCK
Float up

By phillip Gentry

|paddling Mississippi rivers and streams| 
|and jump-shooting ducks can be a very| 

|effective technique, especially when| 
|the weather gets cold.|>
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Not only must the craft be able 
to navigate shallow water, 

Float up a duck
>

Floating a stream to get near ducks requires only the bow of 
the boat be used to conceal hunters. 

Mississippi’s best float-hunting waters will be small enough 
that ducks winging up or down the waterway will be within 
range of a floating hunter. Wider rivers and creeks may not 
have enough water flow to keep the floater progressively mov-
ing downstream. 

Streams also should have easily accessible put-in and 
take-out locations. A stretch of curvy water between bridges 
makes for an ideal float trip. Float-hunting means launching 
upstream and taking out downstream. Doing this most effec-
tively requires two hunters and two vehicles. 

Hunters should allow plenty of time to complete a float. Two 
points on a map may only be a mile or so apart by road, but it 
may require more time to navigate their twists and turns, not 
to mention obstructions that must be portaged.

Another potential spot is the upstream stretch of a tributary 
emptying into a lake or reservoir. Delta areas of larger bod-
ies of water offer some good “ducky” water, and floating into 
these areas later in the day can help a water wing-shooter fill 
his daily limit. 

“The further up a river you can start, the better,” said 
Williams, who favors floating through flooded hardwood flats. 

>

but it also will need a low-enough profile that one or two 
hunters can crouch behind camouflage without arousing 
suspicion. 

Another option when ducks are spooked too far in advance of 
the boat is to deploy decoys and wait for the flock to regroup. 

“Pull the boat up behind a point, sand bar or blowdown that 
will afford some camouflage and hold tight.” Price said. “Give 
the ducks at least 15 or 20 minutes to return to the area. 
Spend that time listening intently for the sound of ducks 
landing up or downstream of the location or a hen calling out 
to the flock.” 

Float-hunting or setting up on moving water are effective 
techniques throughout the season, but they really shine when 
cold weather causes local ponds and holes, even impound-
ments, to freeze. In years past, the timing of cold weather has 
often coincided with migrations of ducks arriving in an area. 

“With no still water to land in, these ducks will key on quiet 
pools in river stretches that don’t freeze,” said Price. “It may 
even be worthwhile to set up at likely looking spots and plan 
to extend the float to an all-day outing, giving each hole a 
good 20 to 30 minutes and even throwing in some hail calls 
after setting up if a spot looks good.” 

Buck Williams of McComb has float-hunted for ducks since 
he was a teenager. He leans toward a smaller john boat. 

“With all the stumps and log jams we have down here, a 
lesser boat won’t hold up to the abuse,” he said. 
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According to Ducks Unlimited, this season’s forecast 
along the Mississippi Flyway is mixed. The breeding 
grounds that mainly feed the flyway — southern 
and central Ontario, southern Manitoba, and the 
Great Lakes regions of the U.S. — suffered from 
below-average rainfall resulting in fewer pothole 
nesting areas.

The forecast is a 5-percent decrease in summer 
recruitment, but recruitment that’s still above the 
long-term average by 7 percent.

The extended cold winter in the northern United 
States also led to later breeding activity for areas 
supplying the Mississippi Flyway. Areas of Min-
nesota are forecasted at a 9-percent increase and a 
long-term average at 9 percent above normal, while 
Michigan’s breeding grounds by 34-percent with a 
long-term decline of 28 percent below average. ■

Mississippi 
Flyway forecast

Mississippi hunters can expect fewer birds this 
fall, thanks to a decrease in the number of breed-
ing and hatching ducks this past summer.

6424 Hwy 98 West  • Hattiesburg, MS 39402
601.264.4448

batteryworldonline.com

EXPIRES
12.31.18

$30 OFF FULL SET
OF TROJAN GOLF CART BATTERIES

Smith marine
www.smithmarinesales.com

109 Conestoga Rd
Ridgeland, Ms 39157 

601-856-3959

Gimme Six Extended Protection promo is applicable to new Suzuki Outboard Motors 
from 25 to 350 HP in inventory which are sold and delivered to buyer between 10/01/18 
and w12/31/18 in accordance with the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki 
Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in 

the continental US or Alaska. Customer should expect to receive an acknowledgement letter and full copy of contract including terms, conditions 
and wallet card from Suzuki Extended Protection within 90 days of purchase. If an acknowledgement letter is not received in time period stated, 
contact Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. – Marine Marketing via email: marinepromo@ suz.com. The Gimme Six Promotion is available for pleasure 
use only, and is not redeemable for cash. Instant Savings apply to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki Outboard Motors made between 10/01/18 
and 12/31/18. For list of designated models, see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. Instant Savings must be applied against the 
agreed-upon selling price of the outboard motor and reflected in the bill of sale. (Suzuki will, in turn, credit Dealer’s parts account.) There are no 
model substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time 
without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new 
and unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are 
based on credit worthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; 
your actual monthly payment may differ based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and 
fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors purchased from a participating authorized Suzuki dealer between 10/01/18 and 
12/31/18. “Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life 
jacket and read your owner’s manual. © 2018 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

If you’re in the market to buy, we’ve got the deals! See your participating 
Suzuki Marine dealer today for all the details or visit www.suzukimarine.com.
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W
illiams said acorns dropping into shal-
low water will draw plenty of ducks, 
including mallards. Variations in stream 
flow may spell the difference some years 
whether a hunter should float or set up. 

Waters that are navigable by boat are generally considered to 
be public waters. Adjacent landowners have may have owner-
ship of the shoreline and possibly the stream bed, so hunters 
who stay in a boat can avoid trespassing. Check with local 
authorities before hunting a stretch of water to make sure pas-
sages are permitted.

With the growing use of kayaks or sneak boats for duck hunt-
ing, two hunters can also hunt from separate boats in tandem. 
With two boats, a leap-frog approach can be used with boats 
alternating “taking the point.” 

Hunters interested in float-hunting need to concentrate on 
winding stretches of rivers or streams. Ducks rest and raft in 
slack waters created behind points and bars. The curvature of 
a stream often allows hunters to float within gun range before 
coming within sight of the birds. 

“Hunters need to remain as quiet as possible and learn 
to scull a boat quietly to get into position,” Williams said. 
“Hunters who make noise will see a lot of ducks but will have 
trouble getting close enough for a shot.”

Another tactic is to have the lead boat “run-and-gun” with 
the trailing boat lagging back 80 to 100 yards. Many times, 
jumped ducks will swing 
back around and offer a 
passing shot for a hunter in 
a trailing boat. ■

Float up a duck
>

Phillip Gentry is a 
freelance outdoor writer 
and photographer who 
says that if it swims, walks, 
hops, flies or crawls he’s 
usually not too far behind.

Creek hunting 
strategies 

up next >

below: Chokes and loads should accommodate short and quick shots. 
Many times, ducks will be right in front of the boat. right: Chest waders 
are recommended when float hunting in case you need to pull the boat 
over an obstacle or retrieve a downed bird out of reach of the boat.
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AV-26

For more information, go to PioneerBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604
or like us on Facebook at Pioneer Boats 
for the latest available information.

For more information, go to 
BullsBayBoats.com
or call
843-538-6604
or like us on
Facebook at Bulls Bay Boats 
for the latest available information.

230CC

From The
Back Water
To The
Blue Water

For more information, go to 
AvengerBayBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604
or like us on 
Facebook at 
Avenger Bay Boats 
for the latest available information.

Introducing      

NEW 2019 Pelagic 266
• Length 26’ 6” Beam 9’ 2” 
• Fuel Capacity 180 Gallons
• Livewell 50 Gallons

Avenger
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M
ississippi is blessed 
with an abundance 
of smaller rivers and 
creeks that wind their 
way across the state. 

These waterways provide plenty of water-
fowl resting and feeding grounds to both 
resident populations and those making 
more southerly migrations.

The types of waterfowl likely to be 
encountered by hunters include a mixed 
bag of mallards, wood ducks, mergansers 
and a host of other puddlers and divers, 
depending upon the time of season and 
size of the streams. 

In the northern portions of the state, 
don’t rule out the possibility of coming 
across a few resident Canada geese while 
hunting creeks. Equipment, locations and 
strategies differ greatly from the standard 
duck hunting setup, but the results, espe-
cially as the weather gets cooler, can be 
exceptional. 

One drawback, which is also a plus, 
to hunting smaller rivers is a lack of 
traditional boat ramp access to launch 
a trailered boat. In these cases, a small 
john boat, canoe, or kayak that can fit in 
the bed of a pickup might be your best 
means of transportation.

The benefit of using decoys varies when 
hunting moving water. If accessing the 
area by a car-top boat, limited storage 
space is a consideration. A half-dozen 
decoys will be all that’s necessary if 
decoys are used. It’s best to equip decoys 
with short anchor lines and heavier than 
average weights.

Duck calls, like decoys, should be used 
sparingly in small streams. Ducks seek out 
smaller rivers and creeks to rest. Calling 
can help persuade ducks passing high 
overhead to swing down for a closer look 
but calling too much, especially with no 
decoys for the ducks to identify, is unnatu-
ral and can cause birds to spook. 

Shot loads and choke patterns should 
accommodate quick and relatively close 
passing shots. ■

Ducks

Ducks

Ducks

Delta

Shoal

Oxbow

Point

Tributary
Current

Blown Down 
Tree

Float up a duck
>

Creek hunting strategies
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eMBraCe
The Change
December marks transition time from fall to winter areas 
for saltwater game� sh. Learn how to get in their way, and 
you’ll have some of the best � shing of the year.

By BoBBy ClevelandBy BoBBy Cleveland

Bobby Cleveland
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December’s cool weather finds speckled trout and redfish 
transitioning to the coastal shallows, and both can be 
caught on the many manmade reefs along the Mississippi 
shore. INSET: Speckled trout move in for the winter, and 
December sees them hitting the bays and bayous on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast.

O.T. Sutton was grinning as he took 
the helm of his boat in Pass Harbor, a 
smile bigger than a child overlooking his 
trick-or-treat booty the morning after 
Halloween.

There was a pronounced glee in his 
voice, too, unlike what you normally get 
from a grizzled, old fisherman at sunrise 
on a cool morning, so one had to ask 
what was up on this early December day.

“So many fish, so many choices,” Sutton 
said, gushing a cloud of vapor with the 
words, “and we ain’t got to go far to find 
them.”

With that, the captain spun his boat 
away from the dock and pointed it 
toward the exit to the Mississippi Sound 
and the Gulf of Mexico.

“So, what you want? Trout, reds, 
sheepsheads, flounder?” he asked, then 
answered. “You want redfish, always red-
fish. Stupid question.”

Fifteen minutes later, the first red 
thumped to the floor of the deck, a 
22-inch victim of a Strike King Trout 
Magic spinnerbait bounced off a man-
made reef about 100 yards off the front 
beach somewhere near Pass Christian. 
Or, was it Long Beach?

It was a perfect start to a fun day of 
chasing fish on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast, one that would end with a box full 
of assorted fish and a fuel tank down only 
10 gallons. I don’t know which of the two 
made Sutton happiest.

“That’s the great thing about December 
down here on the coast,” he said. “These 
fish are transitioning from where they 
summer to where they winter. They are 
in shallow water, and when you can 
catch a calm day with a decent tide, you 
can catch a bunch of them without a lot 
of work.

“You do have to clean them, but that’s 
the kind of work we don’t usually com-
plain about, isn’t it?”� >
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Winter Saltwater Fishing

F
ive hours on the water put 
14 specks, 10 sheepshead, six 
reds, two ground mullet and, 
saving the best for last, 12 
flounder in the box.

“That little flurry on the flounder at 
that last stop was the icing on the cake,” 
Sutton said. “Been a few years since I’ve 
found that many in a wad at one spot, 
but they were wadded up in there good. 
If we’d have had more bait shrimp, I bet 
we’d still be catching them.”

The end of 
the season

Diehard fishermen along the Gulf Coast 
love December — and even winter — on 
the water for several reasons, the primary 
being that fish are usually willing to eat.

“It’s also not hot,” said Capt. Sonny 
Schindler of Ocean Springs. “And after 
struggling through 90- and 100-degree days 
and bright sun all summer, I love a break.”

“We don’t have to burn a lot of gas,” said 
Capt. Ronnie Daniels of Pass Christian. 

“The beaches and coastal rivers fill with 
trout and reds.”

“Flounder,” said Capt. Robert Earl 
McDaniel of D’Iberville, kind of matter-
of-factly. “I love the flatfish.”

Sutton still loves to run out to the 
Biloxi Marsh, which requires a Louisiana 
license to fish.

“This time of year, even on the calmest 
days, you can pretty much have hun-
dreds — if not thousands — of acres to 
yourself,” he said. “I don’t have to worry 
about running all the way out to get to a 
spot and have a boat sitting right where I 
want to be. Everybody goes deer hunting, 
I guess, either that or they don’t want to 
fish in a little cold weather.

“You do have to deal with duck hunters, 
and there’s a lot of them, but the places I 
fish aren’t exactly what they are looking 
for. I’m fishing the main bayous more in 
December, especially during a cool snap. 
If I can find a good drain feeding a deep 
spot on a falling tide, I can usually catch 
both specks and reds in the same spot 
and get all I want without moving.”

Bait issue
One problem coastal fishermen can find 

in December and other cold months is 

a shortage of live bait, including shrimp. 
They can get few and far between.

“We have to make do,” Sutton said. 
“Redfish, heck, they’ll hit anything, and 
frozen bait shrimp works good enough 
on them. Specks are far more particular 
about what they want. I’m not saying 
they won’t eat bait shrimp, I just know 
they aren’t aggressive. We have to switch 
to plastics, even if we’re fishing under 
corks. These days, companies are making 
better looking shrimp than nature, and 
they even smell like shrimp.”

Sutton will drive a main bayou in the 
marsh, like Grand or Biloxi, and look for 
smaller streams, aka drains, running into 
the bayou. He’ll pole down at the side of 
the mouth and then fish the entire drain-
age area looking for the fish.

With two people in the boat, he likes to 
have two lines with bait shrimp working 
the shallow edges of the pass targeting 
redfish. They sit on the bottom waiting for 
a red to swim past. At the same time, the 
two anglers will work the deeper area in 
the bayou looking for trout with plastics.

“If we do happen to have some live 
bait, either shrimp or minnows, then we 
put them on Carolina rigs and work the 
bottom of the bayou for trout,” Sutton 
said. “You might have to wait them out, 
but sooner or later, a school of trout will 
come through and find the drain and 
check it out. They know the tide is bring-
ing bait out of the back of the ponds, and 
they will look.”

continues >

One of the best-tasting 
and easiest fish to catch 
this month in the Gulf of 
Mexico is a sheepshead, 
worthy of a big smile 
from a young angler.
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Bridges or reefs?
In last month’s issue of Mississippi Sportsman, 

we took a look at how fishermen use the 
bridges of US 90 (the coast highway) that cross 
the bays to produce fish that are transitioning. 
The pilings of those bridges — and we’ll use the 
one connecting Bay St. Louis to Pass Christian 
in Hancock County as an example — will hold 
an assortment of fish.

“Quick and easy, and that’s good on a cold, 
blustery day,” Schindler said. “We can get there 
in a matter of minutes, anchor down and go to 
work on reds, sheepies and puppy drum. For 
a family trip, it doesn’t get much better, espe-
cially if there isn’t a lot of fishing experience 

involved. It’s easy, once you learn to put the 
bait against the piling.”

But other captains, like Daniels, look else-
where.

“I’m not a fan of the bridges,” he said. “I mean, 
I know they are good, and I will fish them, but 
I like to fish the reefs and the bays and look 
more for speckled trout. The reefs that were 
built out of (Hurricane Katrina) rubble are fan-
tastic opportunities. They concentrate fish just 
like the bridge pilings, except the reefs can hold 
trout. The bridges, not so much.”

Weather plays into the decision.
“On a brutally cold day, there’s no doubt that 

the bridges are the way to go,” Schindler said. 
“The fish hit those pilings as they transition 

Winter Saltwater Fishing Redfish are everywhere in the shallow Gulf, 
even on the coldest blustery days, but watch 
out, some of them could be giants.

from outside to inside the 
bays, find the cover and stop 
to see if the current will bring 
them a meal. They will even-
tually move up into the bay, 
but (they) will hang around 
the pilings as long as they 
have something to eat.

“When we find a hot piling, we 
can anchor down and fish the 
current. We aren’t as blasted by 
winds as we’d be in open water.”

On a north wind, proper 
positioning on the south side 
of a piling can serve as a wave 
break, providing a more stable 
fishing platform. That’s good 
for a person not used to the 
rocking action.

Daniels counters the main-
land forms a pretty good wave 
break for the many reefs that 
dot the front beaches.

“The water is not that rough, 
but the winds can make 
it hard,” he said. “You are 
exposed to the wind, and that 
can create some difficulties, 
like cold conditions, boat 
positioning and tough casting. 
But when the wind is calm, 
man, you can’t beat it at all. 
Those reefs provide perfect 
holding places, the kind of 
habitat that game fish are 
looking for.”

The bays
Mississippi has major bays 

on three of the four major 
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river systems that dump into the Gulf — the 
Pascagoula, Biloxi and Jordan. The Pearl River is 
shared with Louisiana, serving as the border, and 
it provides more of a marsh estuary than it does an 
actual bay.

“We don’t have to leave Biloxi Bay to catch fish in 
the winter, starting with December,” said McDaniel, 
whose WhipaSnapa Guide Service is headquartered 
about a block north of the bay. “Trout move up 
in the bays in the winter, and I’ve got friends who 
catch them right off their back yards. Black drum, 
what we call puppy drum, are also real thick in the 
cold months.

“Sheepshead stay more in the deep in current, but 
you can catch a few of them shallow, too. Redfish are 
everywhere.”

Fishing the bay is a lot like 
fishing the marsh; fishermen 
must find the cuts, points, 
drains and other structure/
cover that will attract fish. 
Reading the water is critical.

“The key to fishing any-
where down here is reading 
the water and knowing what 
the tide is doing,” Daniels 
said. “If you can find where 
water is mixing, like where 
water is pulling out of a drain 
into a bayou or from a bayou 
into a bay, hang on, and 
check that place hard. That is 
current pulling bait out of the 
backwater on a falling tide, 
and the fish will gang up.”

Sutton said his best day in 
Bay St. Louis was one when 
the tide was ripping hard, fall-
ing as fast as he’d ever seen it.

“The water was pulling out 
of a bayou or drain, and when 
it hit the bay, it was running 
hard over a point about 3 feet 
deep,” he said. “The bottom 
had a good, hard, shell bot-
tom for the most part, and 
we parked against the bank 
within easy downwind cast-
ing distance and hammered 
them. First time I’d ever 
limited on both trout and 
reds in one spot, and we had 
three people. Bud, that’s a lot 
of fish.” ■

For information on Robert 
Earl McDaniel’s WhipaSnapa 
Guide Service, call 228-229-
6978.

Some black drum hooked on a bridge piling 
require chasing them down, but it is worth 
the effort for a smile.

Bobby Cleveland has 
covered sports in Mississippi 
for over 40 years. A native of 
Hattiesburg and graduate of 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi, Cleveland lives on 
Ross Barnett Reservoir near 
Jackson with his wife Pam.
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For information on Sonny Schindler’s Shore 
Thing Guide Service,  call  228-342-2295.

For information on Ronnie Daniels’ Fisher-
Man Guide Service, call 228-295-0511.
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F
lounder are a year-round fish 
on the northern side of the 
Gulf of Mexico, but with oppo-
site migration patterns than 
most shallow-water gamefish 
like speckled trout, redfish and 

sheepshead.
Those fish move shallow for the winter, 

heading inshore toward the beaches 
and bays, where they stay in for the cold 
months.

Flounder are just the opposite. They 
move offshore for the winter after being in 
the bays and backwaters during the hot-
test months. They leave in the winter and 
return in the summer.

I once even got into a school of them 
with Capt. Robert Earl McDaniel on the 
WhipaSnapa charter boat, in 100 feet of 
water fishing on the bottom for red snap-
per in April.

Weird, eh?

Until the first seriously cold blast of 
weather pushes them out, or in a warm 
December, the last month of the year can 
be a great time to catch a bunch before 
the flounder are gone and out of reach.

Knowing where to look is helpful.
 “We catch them pretty good along 

the rocks behind Casino Row in Biloxi,” 
McDaniel said. “They built those rock jetties 
behind the casinos for breakers, I reckon, 
and if you can find a little break in there 
with current flowing through, then finding 
a flounder is pretty much a sure thing.”

O. T. Sutton, likewise, starts looking at 
places flounder might stage before mov-
ing on offshore.

“I like a big point on the edge of the 
marsh or a bay,” he said. “I like one that has 
a lot of current, a mix of hard and muddy 
bottom, and, of course, one with a lot of 
bait working.”

Sutton’s rig for flounder is one learned 

from an old timer in Slidell, La., who 
caught the fish consistently in the Rigolets 
area when the fish were leaving Lake 
Pontchartrain.

“He taught me his trick, and it involves 
a little crappie float to hold the shrimp 
right off the bottom,” he said. “It’s basically 
a Carolina rig, with either a 3/8- to 5/8-ounce 
barrel weight on braided line, then a 
swivel and two feet of fluorocarbon leader 
with a circle hook. I put a shrimp on it 
and it floats just above the bottom, right 
where a flounder will be looking with 
both eyes facing up.”

The same kind of rig works in bayous 
that form the highways that lead from the 
marsh to the Gulf.

“They will lie on the bottom in those 
bayous, sometimes in the middle and 
sometimes on the edges,” Sutton said. “It’s 
hit and miss but if you hit one, look for 
another, and then another and....” ■
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Winter Saltwater Fishing

Flounder: catch 
‘em while they’re here

Flounder leave Mississippi’s inshore 
waters when it gets cold and move 
out to reefs in the Gulf. You can 
catch them in bunches in December.

By Bobby Cleveland
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We’re in 
a poke 
— with pigs

Annual harvest of ‘feral’ porkers in 
Mississippi now exceeds the deer 

harvest. What can hunters, landowners 
do to stem the rising tide of pork?

By David Hawkins

Unless you have lived under a rock for 
the past decade you know feral hogs 
are a problem in Mississippi. They 

have the highest reproduction rate of any 
mammal that weighs 100 pounds or more, 
and trying to control them is like nailing Jell-O 
to a creosote post. 

Trapping is the only effective means of deal-
ing with the pests, but they are smart, and 
efforts to capture them may require the inven-
tion of new methods of entrapment. Shooting 
them is an option, but not a very good one. 
Dropping the hammer on an individual pig is 
a little like swatting a mosquito in your car-
port: you may kill one, but who will notice one 
fewer.� >
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We’re in a poke — with pigs

From the 1900s up until at least 1960, 
farmers would release their hogs in the 
hardwood bottoms along rivers and 
allow them to get fat off the bounty of 
acorns, fungi, roots and plants; an adult 
wild hog will consume five pounds of 
mast per day. Recaptured in the winter, 
the hogs were sent to market or used by 
the farm family as food. Farmers would 
notch the ears of adult hogs released, 
thereby identifying those hogs as their 
property when community wide round-
ups took place. Not all the hogs released 
were re-captured, so the wild, feral hog 
came into existence. 

More recently, high-fenced hunting 
preserves have imported the Russian 
boar strain to add to the offerings for 
hunters. Windstorms and poor fencing 
have allowed some hogs to escape and 
become a part of the growing problem. 
The color phases of these wild swine 
have produced some interesting crea-
tures; some solid black, others spotted 
with shades of red and white — what-
ever the gene pool happens to deliver.

“(Wild pigs) destroy our crops and 
cause a myriad of problems for farmers 
across the state,” said Jeff Terry, a soy-
bean and corn farmer from Issaquena 
County. “Mississippi farmers are work-
ing hard on a narrow profit margin to 
bring consumers a quality product at a 
fair price. Seeing thousands of dollars in 
sweet potatoes, peanuts, sorghum, corn 
and other crops go to waste is heart-
breaking. 

“We try to kill every hog we see and trap 
them on a regular basis. Just when we 
think we’re making progress, they hit us 
hard again. I have seen numbers as high 
as $1.5 billion assigned to agricultural 
damage caused by wild hogs.” 

Given the reproduction rate of pigs in 
general, there is no way to shoot or even 

Found in all 82 
Mississippi counties, 
feral hogs fall loosely into two categories: domestic swine that 
have been released to forage, with plans for recapture and sale at 
markets or slaughtered for consumption; and the Russian strain that 
were released by those wanting to have another hunting option. 
Both are non-native wildlife species with origins in Europe.

trap our way out of this hog problem. Unless 
every landowner does his or her part to rid 
the environment of these beasts, the “pig 
bomb” will continue to explode. 

“Feral hogs compete with native wildlife 
for food and habitat,” said Anthony Ballard, 
a wildlife biologist with the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks. 
“Unlike other critters, when the acorns are 
gone in the winter, deer, turkey and small 
game have limited sources of food, but hogs 
can start eating roots, fungi and even scav-
enge on carrion.”

This group of pigs came to a pile of corn 
placed for the purpose of killing them. 
Much of the sounder was shot before 
the pigs dispersed. 

Becky Brewer was deer 
hunting in Kemper County 
when this bruiser came 
too close to her stand.

continued >
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Ballard said harvest data indicates the total 
reported hog harvest for the 2017-18 hunting season 
exceeded the reported deer harvest — 206,148 to 
194,975 — which indicates an upward trend in feral 
swine population. Louisiana passed this milestone 
several years ago.

So who owns this problem? Who should be the 
driving force behind wild hog eradication? Some 
will say the Mississippi Department of Agriculture 
because of the severe crop losses; others maintain 
the MDWFP because the pigs are wild animals. The 
Levee Board fights hogs as well as the state depart-
ment of transportation 
for the damage they do to 
highway and levee rights-of-
way. In the grand scheme of 
things, who should we point 
the collective finger at to say 
“You started this, so you fix 
it.”? 

The bottom line is, we all 
have a stake in the issue and 
need to make a concerted 
effort to fix the problem. If 
each entity does all that is to 
be done, the rapid expansion 
may not be stopped, but it 
could be held in check, then 
an eradication plan could be 
executed.

A breeding sow can deliver 
a litter of piglets twice a year, 
and the piglets can start 
breeding at six months. By 
the time the third litter is 
born, females from the first 
litter are preparing to breed 
or have been bred. Some 
unofficial numbers place 
the number of wild hogs in 
Mississippi at around 1.1 mil-
lion, with half of those being 
females. Do the math; it does 
not paint a pretty picture. 

Shooting hogs with firearms 
is an option for every hunter, 
but it will not take care of the 
overall problem. There are 
not enough hunters to make 
a dent in escalating numbers. 
Some clubs weigh heavily on 
hunters who pass up pigs.

“We have given our mem-

This damage to a food plot is indicative 
of the damages hogs will do to crop-
land, pastures and lawns. 
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bers strict instructions to shoot every pig 
they see, period,” said Steve McFarland, 
president of Curve Mountain Hunting 
Club in Kemper County. “Even if the 
(situation) compromises a deer hunt, kill 
the pig. It has been our experience deer 
will leave a green patch if hogs come in, 
so your hunt is trashed already.”

State law allows hunters to shoot hogs 
with the aid of bait, at night, any time 
of year. Thermal-imaging scopes and 
silenced rifles do a fine job of killing pigs 

We’re in a poke — with pigs

Don’t 
move 
that pig!
It is illegal to transport live, 

feral hogs within Mississippi 
without a permit. Permits 
must be obtained by calling 
601-432-2170, manned 24 
hours a day, before trans-
porting any live wild hog.

More information about 
wild hogs in Mississippi can 
be found at www.mdwfp.
com under Hunting and 
Wildlife.

at night, but the cost of equip-
ment borders on prohibitive 
for the average hunter. Some 
modern sporting rifles with 
suppressors and night scopes 
can easily approach or exceed 
$8,000. Trapping remains the 
best option for eliminating 
large numbers of pigs.

Pigs are easily baited, but 
they are as smart as they are 
ugly, and they become trap-
shy unless an entire sounder 
is captured. A sow will figure 
out the trap and teach her off-
spring to avoid it. Heavy hunt-
ing and trapping will cause a 
sounder to leave an area for 
another property. Not a bad 
thing for the property owner, 
but when his neighbor pushes 
back, the pigs return.

Several types of traps can be 
used, each with varying suc-
cess. All involve attractive bait 
and fencing low enough that 
non-targeted animals such as 
deer may escape. So far, pigs 
have not developed the talent 

This pen operated by the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks at 
Mahannah WMA relies on a pig inside the trap 
to trip the wire that closes the entry. 

David Hawkins

508 Hwy 98 Bypass
Columbia, Mississippi 39429

601.736.4527 • www.craintractor.com
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From camps to custom 
homes, build with

of leaping high enough to clear the fence.
One trap involves a trap door that is 

hinged to allow entry in only one direc-
tion. A pig enters and the gate closes, 
another pig repeats the entry, and now 
two are in the trap. Unfortunately, pigs 
have been able to learn how the trap 
works and simply wait for one to enter, 
then escape while the gate is in the 
raised position. These traps work, but 
they aren’t as efficient as others.

Another trap uses a single-action gate 
that, once closed, remains closed until 
human interaction opens it. This trap 
uses a trip wire deep in the trap with the 
intention that a good number of pigs will 
be in the trap before it is triggered. Again, 
that could happen with one or a trap full 
of pigs.

The latest trap designs are far more 
complicated but extremely effective. This 
generation of traps utilize trail cameras 
that transmit a live/current-time image 
to a hunter’s cell phone. When the pen 

These hogs were shot at Curve Mountain 
Hunting Club in Kemper County. Shooting, 
trapping and hunting with dogs are on-going 
parts of the club’s hog eradication plan.

David Hawkins is 
a freelance writer 
living in Forest. He 
can be reached at 
hawkins2209@att.net.

is full of pigs, the operator enters a code 
on the cell phone, and the trap doors 
quickly close. Some of these traps are 
very large and may have multiple entry 
points. ■

Photo courtesy Steve McFarland
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Grounded 
in success
You don’t have to climb a tree to kill a whitetail. 
Many Mississippi hunters ignore the opportunity 
to take deer from terra firma. Here are few tips 
for folks with a fear or heights. By John J. Woods

Quite often, tactics used for deer 
hunting come around full circle 
over time. Thirty years ago, virtu-
ally no deer hunters had heard 

of factory-manufactured, lock-on tree stands, 
ladder stands or climbers, much less seen or 
used one. 

A few hunters built elevated tree houses to 
hunt from, some fabricated pallet platforms 
up in a tree. Others more likely just wedged 
a 2x6 board into the Y-juncture of a split tree 
trunk. Still others with a little ingenuity built 
wooden ladder stands and posted them all 
over deer-hunting areas. Some of these old, 
rotted, abandoned stands can still be found in 
whitetail country as a visual reminder of what 
were early advancements in hunting tactics 
many seasons ago.

Before the advent of homemade stands, and 
well before assembly-line tree stands crafted of 
welded metal and padded fabric seats came on 
the scene, everyone basically hunted deer from 
the ground. In those days, a tree stand meant 
standing by one, not climbing up into it.

Now we have come full circle again, but with 
a significant twist. Many hunters are either 
abandoning their lofty perches altogether or at 
least splitting their time between tree stands 
and ground blinds. But today’s ground blinds 
can be a much different affair.

Blind benefits
When deer hunting, being as unseen as pos-

sible is best. Being able to conceal or block 
careful movements to avoid detection is 
paramount. Having a position close to the deer 

A “ghost” blind is one of the latest 
manufactured stands that hunters 
can use when hunting on the 
ground, years after tree stands of 
all kinds were coming off assembly 
lines all over the country.

continues >
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action, yet well hidden, is important.
It is ideal to have placement where 

either a wide view of a whitetail haunt 
or a clear shot at a narrow travel lane or 
funnel, and either can be achieved with a 
well-planned setup on the ground.

A ground blind positioned where the 
hunter can slip into or out of with little 
notice, disturbance or contamination 
makes for a perfect situation. With some 
judicious planning, preparation and an 
assessment of the surrounds, a ground 
blind can be set up to maximize nearly 
all the potential angles of vision.

Ground blinds offer not only an added 
measure of concealment but a great deal 

of flexibility as well. Portable ground 
blinds can be collapsed in a matter of 
minutes and slipped into a backpack 
to be moved anywhere else to create a 
whole new set-up.

Containment-type blinds offer an extra 
degree of scent control, reducing the 
need to use extra scent-killer sprays, 
except for coming and going from the 
blind. They also offer some protection 
from the elements.

Options to hide
Ground blinds come in two configura-

tions. They are man-made, put together 
in the field or naturally formed by 

Grounded 
in success

Mother Nature, to which may 
be added extra supplemental 
natural or synthetic materials.

The store-bought types 
come in a wide variety of 
designs, from simple shield-
ing screens to self-contained, 
tent-type blinds to hard-shell 
fiberglass, molded plastic 
or wooden hunting condos 
with roofs, floors, windows 
and a whole host of custom 
features.

A screen-type blind often 
used by turkey hunters can 
be improved for a long, deer-
hunting sit by adding a few 
limbs or greener to break the 
outline. Hunters can sit on a 
comfortable cushion or low-
profile seat. Gear can be laid 
out behind the barrier, and 
shooting sticks or a bipod are 
options. Hunters can leave 
such a blind in the woods for 
several weeks, or it can be 
packed up and moved when-
ever the wind changes.

Every deer hunter can locate 
a number of decent ground 
blinds created by nature. 
Just add a seat, maybe some 
camouflage fabric or cover up 
any exposed holes with fresh 
cedar or pine cuttings. Create 
a triangle shape or so you can 
see in all directions. Ideally, the 
terrain behind a setup like this 
would be the least-likely direc-
tion deer would come.

Pop-up blinds are in vogue 

A portable, pop-up blind gives hunters the 
opportunity to quickly set up and take down 
the hidey hole and move to a better spot.

BEST SELECTION
BEST SERVICE

Olhausen 
Breckenridge

Olhausen 
Pinehaven

660 Ridgewood Rd • Ridgeland, MS 39157
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Deer-hunting “condos” have become more 
popular among hunters for their comfort 
and resistence to weather.

these days. Basically, their a small version of a camping tent, with 
fabric walls and supports. Some are created for one hunter, but 
others can easily accommodate two or more. Some are even 
designed for bowhunters with shoot-through, screened windows. 
Some quick ground-clearing might be needed before setting one 
up.

Fabric blinds add an extra dimension of concealment as 
well as protection from the weather. The greater the hunter-
comfort quotient, the longer the hunter is likely to stay engaged 
while waiting for a big buck to appear.

An extension of sewn-fabric, tent-type blinds are more per-
manent structures often referred to as “condos.” These are 
heavy-duty molded or assembled-panel blinds, and are the ulti-
mate when it comes to terra-firma hunting stands. They offer 
360-degree visibility with total protection from the elements. 
See-through windows can be opened for air flow or locked 
closed to keep the wind and 
rain out. Some models can be 
towed by ATVs or attachable 
wheels for ease of movement, 
and they are large or small 
enough to accommodate one 
to four hunters.

Setup tactics
Location, location, location. 

There are subtle differences 
in setup tactics between 
hunters in trees and on the 
ground. After a prime area 
has been identified and 
scouted, the next step is to 
locate an ideal place to posi-
tion a ground blind. Foremost 
is a spot that allows open 
vision of the area. Better 
also is a spot that permits 
easy access with minimal 
exposure to the hunting area. 
Avoid setups that require 
crossing a huge open area or 
even traversing a long way 
around edge habitat.

Factory blinds should be 
blended into the surround-
ings using brush or other 
natural cover. Placing limbs 
around the blind in irregular 
patterns will help further 
break up the outline of the 
blind, but make certain vision 
is not blocked. Once set up, 
get things organized inside. 
Make sure weapons can 
be easily maneuvered and 
mounted for a shot. ■
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Muddy water seriously 
shakes my confidence 
when it comes to catching 
fish. A few years back, I 

asked a couple of bass pros and a suc-
cessful fishing guide to keep fishing logs 
of water clarity and catch. 

The significant finding was that bass 
were caught shallower in turbid water. 
That makes sense; bass are primarily 
sight feeders, so you might expect them 
to feed (and strike baits) higher in the 
water column, where presumably, they 
can see better.

A recent study on smallmouth bass adds 
some support to a shallower bite in tur-
bid water. Canadian researchers found 
smallmouth bass foraged more on prey 
in the shallow-water zone where rooted 
aquatic plants grow and ate a wider 
diversity of prey as turbidity increased. 

But an experience on Pickwick early 
this spring made me rethink this simple 
reasoning. The water temperature was 
in the 50s, and in an effort to learn some 
new ways to catch bass, I decided to 
give a tube bait a try. The water was also 
muddy — about six inches of visibility 

— and flowing from more than a week 
of heavy rain. I marked some fish on 
the bottom in 20 feet of water on a bluff 
point with my electronics. The only thing 
I had on deck that would reach those 
fish was a rod rigged with small tube, so 
I tossed it to the marked fish. Six casts 
produced four fish. Tubes are a silent 
bait. How did the bass find such a small 
bait in a presumably dark environment? 

the scientists say
Searching fish-biology literature led 

me to a recent study by Oklahoma State 

Hal Schramm

gettin’ 
fresh

Turbidity 
and bass 
feeding
Study may help you do 
better in muddy water

Bass are visual predators. Fishing shallow is 
usually the best approach in muddy water, 
but bass located in deep, muddy water can 
still be caught.
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University fisheries scientists 
that coupled controlled labo-
ratory and field studies to bet-
ter understand how turbidity 
affects bass foraging.

Laboratory trials measured 
the consumption of bluegills 
and gizzard shad by 9- to 
14-inch largemouth bass in 
6-foot diameter tanks at tur-
bidities varying from 3 inches 
to 13 inches of visibility. 
Consumption rates of both 
bluegill and shad declined 
rapidly with increasing tur-
bidity. Conclusion: increasing 
turbidity reduces feeding — or 
at least feeding success. Interestingly, over half the bass did 
not eat during the 24-hour test period when visibility was less 
than 6 inches. The bass were held in clear water until 24 hours 
before the trial began. Possibly, a sudden decrease in water clar-
ity simply shut down feeding for a brief period for some fish.

The field study measured the diets of largemouth bass col-
lected from three lakes under varied water clarity (6 to 34 
inches). Their predominant diet items were crayfish, sunfish 
and gizzard shad. Diets varied widely between lakes, but the 
overall trend was increased sunfish consumption or, in one 
lake, sunfish and shad consumption and decreased crayfish 
consumption as turbidity increased. The bass also tended to 
eat a wider variety of forage fish as turbidity increased. Total 
weight of forage consumed was not significantly related to 
turbidity.

The field study results indicate forage consumption changes 
little with declining water clarity, but prey selection does. 
Explanation of the field study results is complicated, because 
what bass eat is a function of the habitats they select — which 
may change with turbidity — and the habitats the prey uses, 
which also may change with turbidity. Dissimilarity of habitat 
types could explain the lake-to-lake variation observed. But 
the take-home message for me from the field studies is fish 
where a bass would eat sunfish 
when the water gets muddy. 
Depending on what lake you 
are fishing, that may be near 
shallow vegetation, brush piles 
or docks. ■

Catching bass when the water turns muddy can 
be challenging. To up your odds, fish around 
cover where you’re likely to find bluegill.

We are looking for drivers to deliver the 
Mississippi SportSman Magazine.

Circulation experience helpful but not necessary 
dependable vehicle & a valid MS drivers license a 
must. If you have 3-5 days a month to help spread 
the word I would like to hear from you!

HELp
WantED

Please Contact: Ricky Naquin,
Circulation Director @ 985-859-7744 -or- rickyn@lasmag.com

If You Love to Fish, Hunt and Meet People You Qualify!

Hal Schramm is an 
avid angler and veteran 
fisheries biologist.
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Fish Pickwick 
for rod-bending 
December bass
Alabama rig, topwater, jerkbaits are choices

Paul Elias likes to fish on Pickwick Lake when 
fog is rising off the water just at daylight 
because he knows he’ll have a busy day 
catching numbers of a wide variety of fish. 

Paul Elias

lunker 
lines

I  
love to go to Pickwick Lake in 
December. My rod stays bent and I 
catch nice-sized largemouths, big 
smallmouths, white bass, stripers 

and hybrids all in the same day. 
I like to fish an Alabama rig there for 

actively feeding bass. You never know 
what you’ll catch with it: those fish 
already named, as well as sometimes big 
drum when fishing near the dam. 

where to go
Here are places to fish: 
• The Lock, the Lock walls, the 

barge tie-up and riprap. I’ll start by 
fishing the lower end of the lake, along 
the riprap, down near Wilson Dam, with 
65-pound bass braid and an Alabama rig 
on a 7-foot-6, heavy action Shimano rod 
with a Curado 200K reel. The Alabama 
rig, featuring several ¼-ounce jigheads 
with a Mann’s white Reel ‘N Shad on 
each, resembles a school of shad. The 
bass will come up from 20 to 30 feet to 
strike an Alabama rig. 

I’ll fish the rig around the lock and 

down its walls, the barge tie-up and the 
riprap. In December, I’ll usually catch 
some suspended bass around the cor-
ners of the lock wall where the riprap 
touches the dam’s concrete wall. I’ll cast 
this rig out at a 45-degree angle, count it 
down to a five-count to let the rig run 10 
to 15 feet deep, and slow-reel the rig back 
to my boat. 

As I fish down the riprap, I’ll locate 
several schools of bass on about 25 to 30 
yards of that bank. As soon as I catch a 
fish, I’ll mark that spot as a waypoint on 
my Garmin fish finder to return later and 
usually catch several more bass. When  
bass in one school quits biting, I’ll fish 
until I pinpoint another school, catch 
some bass out of it and mark that loca-
tion as a waypoint. 

• The Florence Harbor Marina. 
When I leave the riprap, I’ll head to the 
Florence Harbor Marina, still casting an 
Alabama Rig around docks. Generally, 
bass will be holding on the outside ends 
of boat docks and not schooled up as 
they’ve been on the riprap and at the 

lock. I’ll catch single, 3- to 5-pound bass 
in this area. 

• Downstream from the marina 
on main-river points and points 
of islands. Once I come out of the 
marina, I’ll head downriver and begin 
fishing main-river points, often the ends 
of underwater bluffs in 25 to 30 feet of 
water. I like to start fishing about 75 
yards below a point and fish down and 
around the rock bluffs for suspended 
bass. I’ll also target fishing points of 
islands as I move downriver, especially 
where the river channel swings close to 
the end of an island. 

Catch schoolies
Bass at Pickwick will school tightly in 

December. If you catch bass on one of 
the bluff points or the deeper points 
around the islands, you should catch 
good numbers of bass. 

Schooling surface bass. Bass will also be 
schooling on the surface the first couple 
of weeks in December, depending on the 
water’s temperature. However, if the last 
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two weeks of December are fairly cold, you 
won’t see any surface bass busting shad. 

secondary baits
At each of the places where I fish 

an  Alabama rig, I also will fish a hard 
Megabass jerkbait in chrome/purple 
back/chartreuse belly on 15-pound 
White Peacock fluorocarbon with a 
6-foot-10 Expride rod and a Curado 7.5:1 
reel. December smallmouths particularly 
like this jerkbait. 

I’ll also fish topwater lures, especially 
in early December, on the ends of islands 
and grass beds and over the tops of 
submerged grass beds. I’ll fish a Zara 
Spook on 30-pound braid with a 6-foot-
10 Expride rod and a 7.2:1 Curado reel, 
and a bone-colored Whopper 
Plopper fished on same line 
and Curado reel with a 7-foot-
2, medium-heavy Expride rod. 

The value of 
electronics 
Electronics will tell you 

where the bass are holding. 
Look for balls of baitfish in15 
to 25 feet of water; bass gener-
ally will be schooled up under 
or off the sides of the balls of 
bait. 

A piece of equipment that’s 
been very useful for me is 
Panoptix Live Scope, which 
gives me the ability to see all 
around my boat in real time 
and in three dimensions. By 
rotating the transducer on 
my trolling motor, I can see 
the fish I’m trying to catch, 
although I can’t tell what kind 
of fish are in the school I’m 
seeing. I like a 12-inch and/or 
8-inch Garmin chartplotter/
sonar combo model on the 
front of my boat. 

Generally, you can catch 
bass at Pickwick all-day long 
during the first two weeks of 
December. ■

1208 Old Fannin Road
Brandon, MS 39047
601-919-0919
www.rjsoutboard.com

Since 1980
Over 70 Years of Service Experience!

“Built for hunters
who love to fish”

When you’re fishing Pickwick in December, 
Paul Elias says you’ll probably catch a num-
ber of white bass and other fish. 

Paul Elias, of Laurel, has 
fished 15 Bassmaster Classics 
with career winnings of 
over $1 million, including 
one Bassmaster Classic 
Championship. Elias also holds 
the current record for a four-
day BASS tournament weigh-in 
with 132 pounds, 8 ounces, on 
Falcon Lake in Texas.
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here we 
go again
diScoVEry of SEcond cwd dEEr drawS 
morE attEntion to miSSiSSiPPi rEgS

bill garbo

haPPy
trails

here we 

haPPy
trails

w ell, here we are 
once again, past 
Thanksgiving and 
rushing headlong into 

December, which is the core period 
for white-tailed deer hunting here in 
Mississippi.

 Normally, at this point in the season, I 
would be busily engaged discussing the 
pre-rut, the rut, trail-camera setups, and 
everything in between, but this particu-
lar December I see us stepping off into 
uncharted territory.

What makes this December so different 
from those of the past is that chronic 
wasting disease (CWD) has raised its 
ugly head in Mississippi, and quite 
frankly, deer hunting will probably never 
be exactly the same again. 

CWD was discovered last January in 
a buck in Issaquena County. Since that 
discovery, a multi-county “Issaquena 
CWD Management Zone” has been 
established, within which strict guide-
lines have been put in place that include 
outlawing supplemental feeding and 
the use or establishment of mineral or 
attractant stations. This is in addition to 
regulations governing the cleaning and 
processing of a harvested deer within 

the zone, and carcass transportation 
out of the zone. The Issaquena CWD 
Management Zone includes portions of 
Issaquena, Sharkey and Warren counties.

a second cwd deer
Unfortunately, on Oct. 8, 2018, a sec-

ond CWD-positive deer was found in 
Pontotoc County in the northeastern 
part of the state. This discovery, of 
course, resulted in the establishment of 
a Pontotoc CWD Management Zone, 
which includes Union and Pontotoc 
counties and a portion of Lee County. 
The same restrictions and regulations 
from the Issaquena Zone are in effect 
in this newly established area. With two 
CWD positive bucks being found in a 
span of 10 months in different areas of 
Mississippi, and the resulting establish-
ment of the two CWD Management 
Zones, I see this going in only one direc-
tion in the future. In a state the size of 
Mississippi, with a huge resident deer 
herd, the chances of finding additional 
infected deer over time are pretty good 
 — some might even say high. All of us 
had better get used to this new reality 
and become as informed as possible.

The best way to become informed is 

to visit the Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks’ website: 
www.mdwfp.com/wildlife-hunting/
chronic-wasting-disease. If you are a 
hunter who moves through one of the 
two CWD management zones during the 
season, you may be surprised at what 
is being required and/or recommended 
regarding hunting, carcass transporta-
tion, field dressing, meat processing, 
disposal and equipment cleaning.

carcass disPosal
One topic that is covered in MDWFP’s 

“Best Management Practices” docu-
ment addresses recommendations for 
minimizing potential environmental 
and human exposure to CWD while 
handling carcasses and processing meat 
from deer taken within one of the CWD 
management zones. Under the sub-topic 
“Disposal,” the recommendation states 
the following:

Recommended disposal methods for 
unwanted portions of carcasses (bones, 
organs, etc.) are:

• Leave at the harvest site
• Double-bag and send to an approved, 

lined landfill; or
• Deep burial (8 feet or deeper)

The author with a nice mature buck, 
the age class that seems to be most 
often affected by CWD.
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Those options leave me with a slightly 
cocked head and a furrowed brow. I 
absolutely see the wisdom of what is 
recommended, but after almost 50 years 
targeting deer and observing my fellow 
man, I see a defect in the recommenda-
tions. There is no doubt that the MDWFP 
sees the same defect, but reality and 
practicality give the agency little room 
to maneuver while still allowing hunters 
to hunt and take deer in the CWD zones. 
Since lymphatic and nervous tissue have 
the highest concentration of CWD pri-
ons in an infected deer, the second and 
third options hold the greatest chance of 
keeping CWD prions released through 
carcass disposal from infecting other 
healthy deer. The highest CWD prion 
concentrations include tissues in the 
brain, tonsils, spinal cord, spleen and 
lymph nodes.

fallible huMans
In several decades of experience and 

observation, one immutable fact has 
been a constant: fallible humans do all of 
the hunting. That means that the three 

recommendations for proper disposal 
will never be implemented as intended. 
I have seen far too many de-boned 
deer carcasses were dumped in creeks 
beneath bridges, thrown out in roadside 
washes and ditches and tossed into old 
stagnant ponds  — plus everything in 
between. As I point this out, I personally 
have no better idea about what to do. In 
a way, I see the CWD carcass-disposal 
recommendations as a bunker fortified 
with bars and locks and alarms, but with 
an unlocked back door. 

Very few hunters have quick ready 
access to a track hoe, a back hoe or a 
dozer, so that mostly eliminates deep 
burial as a practical option. Regarding 
the second option, who exactly is 
going to invest the time and expense of 
“sending” their carcass remains to an 
“approved, lined landfill” — if one is even 
located anywhere nearby? Maybe a few 
hunters, but not many I know would go 
to that amount of trouble. 

By default, we are left with the first 
option, which is by far the easiest of the 
three. The problem is that some gut piles 

will be left at kill sites, but with today’s 
prolific use of ATVs, I dare say most deer 
are hauled straight to the camp or truck. 
As a result, most gut piles wind up in a 
gut bucket back at the skinning shed, 
along with heads, hides and everything 
else left after deboning. Buzzards and 
coyotes are usually the cleanup crew. 
This begs this question: since the culprit 
prion molecules are so resilient and long-
lasting in the environment, what about 
the scattered coyote scat and buzzard 
poop that results? Hmmm, the devil 
always seems to be in the details. ■

Bill Garbo is a petroleum engineer and avid 
whitetail hunter from Madison. He has lived 
and hunted out west and taken numerous 
big game species, but hunting big old mature 
southern whitetail bucks is his favorite pursuit 
by a country mile.

Getting people to responsibly dispose 
of deer carcasses in CWD zones is going 
to really difficult to accomplish.

what can leave a cwd 
ManageMent Zone:
• Commercially or privately cut/wrapped meat
• Deboned meat
• Hides with no head attached
• Finished taxidermy
• Antlers with no tissue attached
• Cleaned skull plates (no brain tissue)
• Cleaned skulls (lymphoid or brain tissue)
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G ive Texas angler William 
Flournoy a spinnerbait 
with a red head — and he’ll 
catch bass.

Give Flournoy a spinnerbait with a 
red head and a tapered wire shaft that 
goes from .041 to .018, and he’ll put even 
more bass in the boat — which he does 
with Stanley Wedge’s new “Code-Red” 
VibraWedge spinnerbait manufactured 
by his great-uncle, Lonnie Stanley of 
Huntington, Texas.

Stanley has reintroduced the tapered-
wire shaft spinnerbait that was such a 
force in the 1980s for Tommy Martin, 
John Torian, Larry Nixon and even Rick 
Clunn, who won a U.S. Open with it in 
1983 at Lake Mead, Nevada. 

And the legendary artificial lure manu-
facturer has added a red head, which, as 
far as his great-nephew is concerned, is 

the coup de grace.
“I’ve been made fun of for years by peo-

ple. I just like to throw red-headed spin-
nerbaits. It seems it doesn’t matter what 
skirt I put it on,” Flournoy said. “I’ve got 
my different (skirt) colors, different head 
sizes and different blade combinations.”

The accomplished bass pro said some 
bass anglers like to match a spinnerbait 
head to a skirt color.

“Well,” he said, “I learned a long time 
ago if you try to get the head to match 
the skirt for every color, you’ll never get 
(the boat) on plane. The red head, to me, 
seems like a very versatile head, seems 
like it has caught more fish. A lot might 
be personal preference or confidence.”

Flournoy, 35, who lives in Diboll, Texas, 
said he was using the red-headed, 
tapered-wire shaft spinnerbaits with 
their hand-tied skirts to catch quality 

bass around cypress trees and edges of 
hydrilla beds at Lake Sam Rayburn.

Soon, the Code-Reds will be in stores 
in many southern states. Bass anglers in 
the region should start having as much 
success with them as their counter-
parts at Lake Sam Rayburn and nearby 
Toledo Bend.

“Once you throw the red spinnerbait 
with the tapered wire, it feels so much 
better than any spinnerbait made,” 
Stanley said, noting it’s the only artificial 
lure he knows about that had three pat-
ents (since expired) for the tapered wire, 
wedge-tapered blade and hand-tied skirt.

“We did all that (acquire the patents) 
back in the 80s. It’s still something we’re 
proud of,” he said.

Martin and Clunn, he said, still throw the 
spinnerbait they first started casting in the 
early 80s. Now everyone else has a chance.

Don Shoopman

Lure 
review

Code-Red 
VibraWedge 
spinnerbait
Tapered-wire shaft lets blades run true 
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“That’s our old-time spinnerbait we’ve 
reintroduced,” he said.

According to Flournoy, the tapered wire 
(shaft) is the key to the spinnerbait’s suc-
cess.

“Well, the tapered wire actually serves 
many purposes. No. 1, it allows the blades 
to pull back a little bit and run truly. With 
the blades running with less resistance 
from a tapered wire they get more vibra-
tion. The biggest thing to me is it (tapered 
wire shaft) lets the blades run true and 
you can slow-roll them better,” he said.

Also, the tapered wire is more flexible, 
and collapses easier. 

That’s important, he said, because 
when a large bass inhales the spinner-
bait, blades and all, the flexibility allows 
the fish to get hold of the hook — and 
the hook set is rock solid. Also, if a bass 
doesn’t get the whole spinnerbait, the 
tapered wire shaft allows it to get the 
hook easier, he said.

“In my opinion, it’s the way a spinner-
bait’s supposed to be made,” he said.

He also favors the “R” bend as opposed 
to the twist wire to tie the “Code-Red” 
VibraWedge to the business end of his 
fishing line.

“It’s a personal preference. Everybody’s 
opinion is different,” he said, adding that 
he has caught as many as 70 to 80 bass on 
one of the new spinnerbaits.

On the rare occasion one broke, he said, 
it was because he was hauling hawgs out 
of thick brush this past spring at Toledo 
Bend. 

If one broke, it would break just above the head, 
where it was bent often from the weight of bass being 
pulled out of heavy cover, and not at the “R.”

For more information on the “Code-Red” VibraWedge 
spinnerbait and other Stanley Lures products, go to 
www.fishstanley.com or call (936) 876-5713. ■

Don Shoopman fishes for freshwater and 
saltwater species mostly in and around the 
Atchafalaya Basin and Vermilion Bay. He 
moved to Louisiana in 1976, and he and his 
wife June live in New Iberia. They have two 
grown sons.

Lonnie Stanley grabs a big bass that 
bit his new, reintroduced “Code-Red” 

VibraWedge spinnerbait.
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Check wheel alignment with an arrow 
shaft (left). A bow press is necessary to 
determine whether you have mechanical 
wheel lean and to effect correction.

don’t let wheel leaN 
hurt your shooting
mechanical or shooter-induced, it can affect your accuracy, cause damage to bow

T he advent of the compound bow 
changed archery for the better.  
The addition of wheels allows 
more people to participate in 

our sport by making it easier to draw and 
hold heavier draw weights. 

Higher let-off at the back end of the 
draw cycle makes it easier to aim and 
hold on target longer. Wheels also pro-
vide a lot more arrow speed than tradi-
tional bows are capable of at the same 
draw weight. 

So it’s ironic the very thing that gives 
compound bows all of their advantages 
can also rob you of perfect arrow flight 
and accuracy. With the addition of wheels, 
cams or pulleys comes the additional 
costs of wheel timing and wheel lean. 

Many archers are now familiar with 
wheel-timing issues. If your bow’s wheels 
are not synchronized perfectly, they fire 
out of sync, causing the arrow to whip at 
release and fly horribly. Not many people 
are familiar with wheel lean, however.  

This can be as big — or an even bigger 
problem — as wheel lean not only drasti-
cally affects arrow flight, but it can also 
cause excessive wear to many parts of 
your bow.  

There are two types of wheel lean: 
Mechanical wheel lean and shooter-
induced wheel lean. Inherent wheel 
lean is caused by one or more of several 
mechanical issues that can occur. 
Shooter-induced wheel lean is caused 
by improper sight alignment and/or 

Sammy Romano

Sticks and 
Strings
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improper shooting form. Either way, accuracy 
is drastically affected, and not for the better. 

String-stretching
In cases of mechanical wheel lean, severe 

damage to both the string set and bearings 
(both wheel and cable roller) can occur.  In the 
case of shooter-induced wheel lean, the arrow 
impacts the target horizontally out of line with 
the bull’s-eye. The groupings of arrows will 
drift progressively in the direction of lean of 
the bow’s top wheel, becoming more severe as 
distance increases.

A common cause of mechanical wheel lean 
is unaddressed string and cable stretch. All 
modern compound bows use either a cable 
rod with a slide or rollers to pull the cables 
out of line and provide clearance for the 
arrow’s fletching as it passes them. This cre-
ates uneven pressure on the limb tips, which 
causes severe wheel lean. 

In order to correct this, one side of the 
yoke or harness is often twisted more than 
the other to compensate. As the bow is shot 
repeatedly, this stretches, along with the rest 
of the string set, allowing the cam or wheel 
to lean again. This is corrected by adding 
additional twists as necessary to bring the 
wheel back in line. Sometimes, the limb itself 
becomes warped, and the yoke is not able to 
be twisted enough to level the wheel. This 
requires a new limb to fix the issue.

On split limb bows, the four limbs have to be 
synchronized to the same strength or deflec-
tion. A good analogy for this is that of fishing 
rod actions: If the left limb is medium-fast 
action, and the right limb is medium-heavy 
action, the left limb will bend more than the 
right limb, causing the wheel on that end of 
the bow to lean. 

Make it right
There are several ways to correct this issue, 

depending on the cam system. They include 
twisting the yoke, swapping limb position and 
changing wheel spacing to affect wheel align-
ment. Twisting the yoke works the same as 
with a solid-limb bow. In rare cases, swapping 
limb position will help, but the best system is 
a top-hat limb bushing system such as that 

used by Mathews on the Halon, Triax and 
several other models. By changing the top-hat 
bushings, wheel lean is easily and perfectly 
corrected.

In instances of severe mechanical wheel 
lean, it is not hard to diagnose, but in many 
cases, a well-trained eye is required. In nearly 
every case, a bow press is required to correct 
the problem.  For these reasons, it is best to 
have your bow examined by a professional. 
Further complicating diagnosis in some of 
the newer models, it is necessary to have 
some pre-shot wheel lean in order for the 
cams or wheels to be straight in-line at full 
draw. 

On most single cam models, the idle wheel 
(top wheel) must be aligned straight when the 
bow is at rest. This is easily checked by placing 
a straight edge — an arrow shaft works best — 
on the shelf (outboard) side of the wheel. The 
gap between the arrow’s shaft and the bow’s 
string should be even for the entire length of 
the arrow. Dual cam and cam-a-half systems 
are harder to judge.

sight, form 
problems

Shooter-induced wheel lean is often caused 
by improper leveling of the bow sight’s second 
and third axis adjustments. Many archers 
are not even aware of these features, but if 
improperly adjusted, will cause the shooter to 
lean the bow at full draw.  Also, poor shooting 
form can cause this problem. Have your bow 
sight’s second and third axis checked by a 
pro-shop to prevent this issue. If your issue is 
form, working with an instructor for an hour 
or two should correct it.

Although wheel lean causes many issues for 
the archer, it can be corrected fairly easily.  A 
quick trip to your local pro shop can diagnose 
and fix this issue, often without breaking the 
bank. So don’t let wheel lean rob your accuracy 
and cost you a buck this season. ■

Sammy Romano is a 
lifelong hunter who has 
worked in the archery 
industry for more than 24 
years. His expertise includes 
compounds and crossbows. 
He can be reached at 
samboka31@aol.com.
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Kubota L2501DT Tractor Package

Deer season is here and Parish Tractor
has just the right package for you!
Get the Deer Hunter’s Special
which includes:

Disclaimer: (1) 20% Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 84 months on purchases of select new Kubota L2501DT equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, 
U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 � nanced. Offer expires 12/31/18. See us or go to KubotaUSA.com for more information. (2) Payments of $214.13 per month on 
new Kubota L2501DT based on sales price of $23,700 at 20% down, 0 % A.P.R. for 84 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes 
where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 12/31/2018. See dealership for details.

Kubota L2501DT, 4WD, with Front Loader & 
Bucket, Land Pride DH1560 5ft Disc, Land Pride 
RCR1260 5ft Rotary Cutter & Heavy Duty Trailer

Poplarville 601-795-4521 • 1602 S. Main Street
Hattiesburg 601-264-5877 • 7061 Hwy 49

www.parishtractor.com

$22,100or $214/mo 0% APR for84 months

don’t losE 
that trail
Take these 5 tips and 
find that deer By Cliff Covington

Blood-trailing a deer after the shot is often a two-
man game. Do things correctly, and you‘ll have a 
better chance of finding that big buck.

field notes

Your heart is still pounding 
uncontrollably as the overdose 
of adrenaline rushes through 
your veins. Only seconds have 

passed since you squeezed the trigger 
on the biggest buck you’ve ever seen. 
Everything happened so fast that it almost 
seemed like a dream.

But what you do now may determine 
whether you recover your trophy.

The initial impulse of most hunters is to 
bail out of their stand and immediately 
look for the deer they just shot. Depend-
ing upon where the animal is hit, this 
could be a terrible mistake. Attempting to 
blood trail a deer prematurely will more 
often than not result in a spooked deer 
and make recovery of the animal much 
more difficult, if not impossible.

Finding a deer you’ve shot can be a 
simple walk in the woods or a real chore, 
depending not only on how well-placed 
your shot was, but on how you approach 
the task of focusing on specks and splatters 
of blood on leaves, grass and brush. Taking 
this job seriously can mean the difference 
in finding that buck of a lifetime and going 
home frustrated and empty-handed.

Here are steps to finding and tagging 
that whitetail.

Be Spot on.
Stay in your stand and immediately pin-

point exactly where the deer was stand-
ing when you shot, and exactly where he 
was when he passed out of sight. After 
making these mental notes, get down 
and mark those spots with flagging rib-
bon, toilet paper — anything that will 

mark a trail. Also, take time to remember 
how the deer reacted to the shot. Did it 
hump up in the back, kick out its hind 
legs, leap into the air or drop down on all 
fours before taking off?

take your time
You’re not going to catch up to the deer 

if you jump down out of your stand and 
head off into the woods. Patience is criti-
cal in recovering a deer you’ve shot that’s 
run out of sight. Wait a certain period of 
time to allow the animal to bed down, 
stiffen up and die. Don’t get down early 
and bump a wounded deer from its 
hiding place. An hour is not too long to 
wait, unless the shot was poorly placed; a 
longer wait may be justified.

THREE’s a CROWD
A two-man blood-trailing team works 

best; one make tracks, the other spots. The 
tracker does the blood-trailing, while the 
spotter marks the last spot of blood found 
by the tracker. If the tracker loses the trail, 
he can return to the spotter’s location 
and start searching again for new sign. A 
third person helps only when the blood 

trail plays out completely. In that case, the 
tracker and the third person can begin 
searching a zig-zagging pattern from the 
last spot of blood in the general direction 
the deer was headed. 

light up the world
Since the vast majority of blood-trailing is 

done at night, a good light is a necessity. 
However, more factors than brightness 
should be taken into account. A dim light 
has obvious limitations, while an overly 
bright light tends to bleach everything 
out, making it hard to see small specks of 
blood. A soft, white light is best, some-
thing like the light given off by a Coleman 
lantern.

hit your knees
You’re already praying the deer is dead, 

somewhere in front of you. That’s one 
reason to hit your knees. A better one is 
getting down on the level the deer was 
traveling. From a lower angle, you can 
shine your light in the direction the deer 
is headed and often see blood spots 
that don’t show up as easily when you’re 
standing. ■
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field notes

By Brian CopeTarget travel routes for

late-season deer
Skip the food plots, where deer are arriving after dark

W
e’ve spent all 
season perched 
in stands over-
looking food 
plots and other 
well-known 

grazing areas, waiting for deer to get their 
feed on.

With the end of hunting 
season just around the 
corner, it’s time to try a 
new approach.

While hunting from 
those stands has many 
advantages, it’s common 
for late-season deer to 
wait until just after dark 
to slip into those feed-
ing areas. That’s a fact of 
hunting that we often 
ignore, with the hope 
that on some days, deer 
will slip in just a little ear-
lier than they should.

Modern optics gather 
so much more light that 
we can often see far bet-
ter and later than a buck 
would believe. Still, it’s a 
game of chance that we 
should abandon at this 
point.

Throughout the year, 
we strive not to break 
a buck’s habits when it 
comes to travel routes. 
We find where the deer 
are going, and we don’t 
want to disturb how they 
get there. But this late in 
the season, we have fewer opportunities 
to hunt — so if we push the deer away 
from their normal travel paths, we aren’t 
messing things up for very long. Deer 
season will be over soon anyway.

Those travel routes should now be 
where hunters focus their attention. 
Deer will be on those paths before last 
light, and with so little new growth in the 

woods that it’s easier to identify the most 
well-worn paths.

Roy Windham has been using this tactic 
for years.

“I usually kill three big bucks a year: one 
early in the season, one during the rut or 
pre-rut and one in the last week or so of 

the year,” Windham said. “Those first two 
are always from stands overlooking food 
plots, and the last one is always from the 
ground while hunting travel routes.”

Trail cams help Windham identify the 
best travel routes and the deer that utilize 
them.

“I have trail cams at all my grazing areas, 
but I put some on animal trails, too,” he 

explained. “By the end of the year, I know 
which paths are best to hunt.”

Once a hot trail has been identified, it’s a 
matter of timing your hunts.

“You want to be on those travel routes 
before dark,” Windham said. “These ani-
mals have their timing down to reach the 

clearings just past dark, so they’ll be on 
these trails with plenty of light.”

And this is a ground-hunting deal.
“Don’t put up a new stand — just scent-

proof yourself really well, find a good spot 
with natural cover and pay attention,” 
Windham said. “They slip up and down 
these routes quiet as a mouse, but they 
will be there.”  ■

Move from food plots to watching travel 
routes to catch wily late-season bucks.
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By Cliff Covington

Don’t change spots,
just change tactics

Bucks that feel hunting pressure don’t often head 
for the next township. They’re more likely to hun-
ker down in heavy cover in their home ranges.

3 Tips 
for bucks
under
pressure

Ask farmers and foresters — anyone who lives or works in a 
rural area — where they’ve seen big bucks. Knowing the time of 
day of a sighting will help. A buck on the move at dawn is usually 
heading to its bedding area; a buck moving at dusk is probably 
leaving his bedding area to feed.

The remarkable white-tailed deer has adapted to 
increased hunting pressure with great ease, but that 
makes harvesting today’s “pressurized” buck a thorough 
test of any hunter’s skill. Those willing to hunt smart and 

utilize other hunters to their advantage can still be consistently 
successful in harvesting pressured bucks.

Tactics that are productive where deer are undisturbed, how-
ever, are rarely effective where hunting pressure is heavy. But 
contrary to what many hunters seem to believe, deer don’t just 
up and leave the country when hunting pressure intensifies. 
Instead, they hunker down in the thickest cover they can find, 
and they limit their movements to nighttime and very brief day-
time excursions.

A 1988 study at Mississippi State determined that most of 10 
radio-collared bucks in Claiborne County moved very little when 
hunting pressure intensified, hunkering down in small areas with 
ample food, water and cover, and rarely leaving.

Knowing that bucks don’t leave an area they like — just 
because it’s got hunters moving through it on a regular basis — 
should change your hunting tactics.

Here are three tips for getting close to bucks in areas with 
plenty of hunting pressure.

Get plenty
of info

learn the lay
of the land

scout, scout, scout,
but just one time

1

2

3

Obtain aerial photos and/or topo maps of the spots you plan to 
hunt. Aerial photos are helpful in locating thick cover; topo maps 
help in identifying distinct changes in elevation. Mature bucks 
often like to bed just over a ridge with the wind at their backs, so 
they can see approaching danger in front of them and smell it 
coming from behind.

Scouting is the final piece of the puzzle. With boots on the 
ground, find well-used trails, fresh scrapes, rub lines, mast trees, 
escape lanes and bedding cover. Try to do everything in one trip. 
The less time you spend in your hunting area, the better.

Most important, always believe that a buck hasn’t taken off for 
the next county. Even if you haven’t seen him, he’s likely still right 
under your nose. 
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E
lectronics have become 
important parts of our fishing 
experiences, but the units can 
become dirty or cluttered over 
time.

Who hasn’t mistaken the shadow of a 
water spot on an LCD screen for a fish, 
waypoint or radar target? Or was it a smear 
of sunscreen lotion or insect repellent left 
by a fingertip? Hopefully it wasn’t a perma-
nent scratch, crack, craze or other scar.

And the growing popularity of touch 
screens in marine electronics is increasing 
the hand-screen contact problem.

Protecting screens from temporary and 
permanent blemishes is easier and less 
expensive than removing them after the fact.

Protection first
Trailering an open boat with the elec-

tronics installed exposes their screens to 
road grime, dirt, grit, tree branches, gravel 
and other flying objects. Snapping on 
their screen covers before hitting the road 
helps, but removing the units and trans-
porting them in protective hard cases or 
padded bags works even better.

Wearing a small towel on your belt or 
hanging one near your seat gives you a 
place to wipe the excess sunscreen lotion, 
bug repellent, liquid fish attractant or resi-
due from live or dead bait off your hands 
before touching your electronics.

Screens that have attracted a fine layer of 
sand, grit or other abrasive crud must be 
cleaned carefully to prevent permanent 
damage.

Wiping a dry rag over the grit turns the 
cloth into sandpaper, and you know what 
happens next.

Instead, pour or squirt clean water over 
the screen to flush away as much of the 
crud as possible, and then soak a clean rag 
until water runs out of it before touching 
it to a screen and gently mopping off the 
rest of the debris. Use a light, even pres-
sure on the cloth as you clean, and repeat 
as necessary. Never press down hard on 
a small area of the display with fingers or 
the edge of your hand; concentrated pres-
sure can flex the protective lens against 
the screen and might even damage pixels 
on the LCD.

Be extremely careful in choosing a 

cleaner when water isn’t enough to handle 
the cleanup. The protective lenses cover-
ing most LCD screens are made of plastic, 
not glass, and strong glass cleaners can 
permanently damage them. Stay away 
from cleaners that include ammonia or 
other harsh chemicals not recommended 
for plastics, and avoid anything abrasive.

I like Wilson Frazier’s Krystal Vision (www.
itainttv.com) for use on my screens (and 
my sunglasses), but there are many kinds of 
liquid cleaners and wipes designed to safely 
do the job. Once again, make sure the prod-
uct you choose is safe for use on plastics.

lose Scratches 
Small scratches that remain after a 

thorough cleaning can be removed with 
Meguiar’s Mirro Glaze Plastic Polish No. 17, 
available at auto parts stores and some 
marine dealers. I keep a clean, soft cloth 
wet with the polish and move it under 
light pressure in a circular motion with 
each circle covering about half the screen. 
This takes a while, and screen polishing 
is perhaps best done while watching the 
game or a movie on TV. Every 30 minutes 

screen play
protect your electronics 
with care By Allan Tarvid

field notes

Your depthfinder screen is liable to get plenty 
dirty with regular use, as it’s exposed to the 
elements for hours on every fishing trip. You can 
protect, clean and repair any problems with the 
LCD screen with a little instruction.
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By Patrick Bonin

Matching the hatch 
is always key

Slow is the 
way to go 
for December 
specks

This time of year, Capt. Mike Gallo puts the first trout he catches into 
a livewell to see if it will provide any clues as to what they’re feeding 
on that day, and then he adjusts his lure selection accordingly.

With less and less daylight 
and cooler water temper-
atures settling in, slowing 
down your presentation 

is often key to catching December speck-
led trout.

“I’m always telling my customers, ‘Slow is the 
way to go,’” said Capt. Mike Gallo of Angling 
Adventures of Louisiana. “And if you’re not 
catching anything, go even slower.”

Trout move deeper as the water cools, 
so Gallo likes to target shorelines with 
easy deepwater access that also feature 
flats with clear, moving water and signs of 
baitfish activity.

“If the water temperature is 55 and 
above, they like shallow water close to 
deep water,” he said. “That way, if we get a 
cold front, they’ll just drop down into that 
deep water without having to go very far.”

But this time of year, especially, he takes 
his fishing cues from clues provided by 
the first trout he catches each day.

“If he comes straight to the surface and 
shakes his head, he’s not cold,” Gallo said. 
“But if you hook a fish and he’s fighting 

but it’s a lethargic fight and he never 
comes to the surface and never shakes his 
head, he’s cold.

“So if I change my technique, I need 
to change in a slower direction, not in 
a faster direction. Lots of things can be 
determined by catching one fish.”

To that end, Gallo’s first speck of the day 
doesn’t end up on ice. Instead, it goes into 
the livewell to see if it will provide more 
clues that might turn an average day of 
fishing into a really good one.

“Every 10 or 15 minutes, I go and check 
the livewell, and I’m hoping he pukes 
something up: a crab, a shrimp or a baby 
fish,” Gallo said. “Then I get a clue on what 
he’s feeding on, and I can mimic that.”

If the guide is fishing with a 3-inch Spar-
kle Beetle but sees the trout in his livewell 
just spit up a 2-inch minnow, Gallo typi-
cally downsizes his lures.

“I’m going to go more in that 2-inch 
range because that may be what’s down 
there on the bottom,” he said. “I happened 
to catch one, but if my lure really mimics 
what’s down there I have a better chance 

of catching more.
“That’s just matching the hatch. And if 

you can actually make out what it is they 
spit up — let’s say it’s a pogie — then 
salt-and-pepper is a great imitation for 
matching a pogie.”

He also pays particular attention to his 
electronics this time of year to identify the 
good, hardbottom trout prefer. Being able 
to differentiate the bottom types is a mat-
ter of learning how the images display on 
the screen.

“Let’s say you have one line showing the 
bottom that’s an 1/8-inch thick,” Gallo said. 
“What that’s telling you is the signal going 
down from your transducer and bounc-
ing back up is bouncing back up quickly 
because that bottom is firm.

“But when it draws a bottom that’s 11/2 
inches thick and real fuzzy, it’s telling you 
that’s a soft, mushy bottom, and it takes a 
while for the signal to bounce back.

“So there are clues that you can see on 
your depth finder.  Areas with a hard bot-
tom and a gradual slope are gold mines 
for trout to hang out in.”  ■

or so I switch to a clean, dry cloth and 
gently wipe the screen dry so I can check 
on my scratch-removing progress.

Small scratches can be completely 
removed, and the edges of deep scratches 
become rounded enough to make them 
all but disappear. Adding a coat of another 
Meguiar’s product, Plastic Polish No. 10, to 
the screen forms a smooth, transparent 
layer that prevents most dirt and grit from 
sticking and lessens any abrasive damage 
when it does stick. ■
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Tips for 
taking 
winter 
crappie
Good fishing 
really arrives with 
december weather

By Paul Johnson

Fishing a small crankbait around 
cover along channel bends in riv-
ers is a great late-fall bass tactic.

field notes

late-falL 
tactics  
work on 
december 
bass By Dustin Wilks

No pleasure boats, no tourna-
ments, not much of anything 
but you busting bass. That’s 
the way fishing should be.

December bass fishing is late-fall transi-
tion fishing, with water temperatures not 
extremely cold but falling. As the water 
cools from the mid to lower 50s on lakes, 
shad begin to move out of the backs of 
the creeks toward the main body of water.

For river fishermen, it’s just the opposite. 
As the grass dies out on the main river, 
baitfish and bass migrate to the protected 
waters of creeks. These creeks will be 
good all winter as long as they’re pro-
tected from heavy winds, cold fronts and 
saltwater.

Bouncing crankbaits off isolated logs 
along creek-channel bends is tough to 
beat on rivers. On warmer days, bass will 
chase spinnerbaits and even buzzbaits up 
on the flats and near drainage ditches.

December is prime time to fish crank-
baits and spinnerbaits on lakes and rivers 
close to the coast. On lakes, algae grows 
on shoreline rocks — with help from the 
fall turnover — and shad feed nose down 
on those rocks. A crankbait or slow-rolled 
spinnerbait perfectly imitates this feeding 
behavior and can be the ticket to success.

This is the time of the year, anglers can 
really have some fun with big schools of 

bass. Crankbaits and spinnerbaits are 
great for covering water and finding 
schools. If you locate a big school, and 
they don’t want to bite a hard bait, try a 
swimbait, such as a Culprit Riptide Shad 
or a hair jig before moving on to try 
another place.

If the water is stained and still warmer 
than 50 degrees, try fishing small, square-
billed lures. For stained water, I like to use 
the pale-chartreuse color with a purple 
back.

Anglers should concentrate at main 
and secondary points, but don’t rule out 
fishing banks with wind blowing directly 
toward them.

Spinnerbaits are excellent choices with 
increased instability of an approaching 
front or if clouds and wind are present. I 
like to slow roll a spinnerbait with double 
Colorado blades in shad or sunfish pat-
terns when the water is stained.

Another tip for winter bass fishing — 
always be on the lookout for birds. They 
can tip you off to the location of baitfish 
and bass.  ■

As winter approaches, crappie 
fishermen need to make a few 
changes to their fishing strate-
gies. Slabs bite in December, 

and on some lakes, they bite better this 
time of year than any other.

I’ve found the best time of the year 
to crappie fish on the state’s oxbows is 
now through the end of February — the 
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absolute coldest months of our season.
How do you catch winter crappie?

• Dress for the conditions. I am partial 
to the new, space-age underwear and 
also fleece outerwear with a wind-shear 
membrane sewn in. Forget cotton. A duck-
hunting guide told me years ago, “Cotton 
kills.” Stay warm by dressing in layers, 
wearing good, thermal socks and warm 
neck and head gear. The warmest piece of 
clothing I have — the best thing I’ve come 
up with for keeping warm on the lake — is 
an inexpensive fleece neck gaiter. Get one.

• Fish deeper. I’ve had some of my best 
winter days on Chotard Lake fishing more 

than 40 feet deep. You warm up real quick 
once you start landing 2-pound slabs.

• If you fish soft plastics, use some odor 
attractant. One of the neatest gizmos 
I’ve seen is the Bait Pump injector. You 
pour into it a few Crappie Nibbles and 
screw it down until they are mashed and 
forced through the injection point and 
into the hollow core of your jig skirt. 

Colder water produces slower metabo-
lism in most fish species Often, a little extra 
enticement is required to make a crappie 
bite. Most spray-on attractants, dips or any 
of the large variety of nibble-like “candies” 
work. My advice is to stay with the ones 

that are as natural as possible.

• Try downsizing your bait, soft 
plastics or live minnows. I know there are 
exceptions to the downsize rule. When we 
fish Lake Washington in cold weather, the 
largest minnows you can find often yield 
the best results. But for the most part, in 
most places, a smaller offering seems to 
work a little better in cold water.

My favorite winter crappie spots are: 
Chotard, Chotard and Chotard, followed 
by Lake Washington and then Ross Bar-
nett Reservoir. Give any of these a shot 
this winter, and I promise you’ll catch 
crappie as big as they grow. ■

Crappie fishermen who put away their tackle after Thanksgiving are 
missing some of the best fishing of the year in Mississippi waters. Inset: 
Downsize your soft-plastic crappie baits or your live minnows as winter 
approaches; smaller baits generally perform better in cold weather.
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STEVE GERMAN’S TAXIDERMY ART

VERSAMAXX BOLT POPPING CORK

If you’re a Mississippi hunter headed to Texas, and you’re wondering 
how to get your trophy mounted back home with all the chronic wasting 
disease import regulations, Steve German’s Taxidermy Art in Westlake, La., 
has you covered.

They’ve partnered with Ty’s Taxidermy, conveniently located just off I-10 
in Vidor, Texas (409-504-5818), to care for your trophy whitetail or exotic 
and prepare it to legally enter the Magnolia sdtate. 

“It’s going to be a very efficient for hunters and clients heading back 
if they want to use our services,” Josh German said. “We want people to 
know that we’re working with Ty’s Taxidermy in Vidor — and you can just 
drop off your animal there.

“They just need to make Ty’s aware their deer is coming to Steve Ger-
man’s Taxidermy Art — that way they can properly tag it, put it on our 
invoices and notify us. But they’ll make it legal to cross the state lines.”

No money will change hands in Vidor — those transactions will take 
place at Steve German’s facility once the animal is across the state line and 
specifics of the mount are determined.

If possible, German suggested hunters call his office at 337-436-0210 
before their hunt so Ty’s can be notified in advance. Regardless, the key is 
to make sure that the staff at Ty’s knows your animal is ultimately headed 
for Steve German’s in Westlake for taxidermy services. 
For more info and a map specifying Ty’s Vidor location, visit: stevegerman.com

If you get frustrated by constantly having to stop fishing to 
adjust the length of the leader under your popping cork, the 
VersaMaxx Bolt is exactly what you’re looking for. Changing/
experimenting with different depths as you fish has been 
proven to produce better results, but wired cork fishermen 
have hesitated to do this in the past because of the time it 
takes away from fishing. Not any longer — the VersaMaxx 
Bolt solves this problem.  

The key to the cork’s effectiveness is its patented Leader 
Line Lengthening system — which allows you to load 
several feet of mono, braid or fluorocarbon on a small spool 
featuring a locking eyelet on the leader side of the cork.

 Once it’s loaded, the length of your leader can be adjusted 
literally in seconds and you’ll be back to fishing in no time 

— without fumbling with spools of line, retying hooks or 
searching for snips. 

 The Bolt — which features a no-kink titanium wire, a 
stainless steel swivel and brass beads — comes in three 
colors which are solid to the core, so it won’t ever get 
discolored, chipped or cracked. And the foam material used 
in the cork (unique to any other cork on the market) aids 
in producing the perfect sound of popping shrimp with 
deadly accuracy. It’s not just about making noise — it’s about 
making the right noise. 

 The VersaMaxx Bolt sells for $6.99.
For more information or to purchase any cork in the VersaMaxx 
lineup, visit www.versamaxx.com.

sportsMan
shoWCase

New product submissions can be emailed to
Mark Boyd at markb@lasmag.com or call 601-829-8080.
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MAHINDRA’S ROXOR

PATRIOT BOATS’ DUCK BLINDS

ROXOR is a new side-by-side off-road vehicle from Mahindra 
Automotive North America, headquartered in Auburn Hills, 
Mich.

Unlike its plastic-bodied, tubular-framed, belt-driven 
competitors, ROXOR features a steel body on a boxed steel 
frame and comes with a turbo diesel 4-cylinder engine and a 
5-speed manual transmission. And its wheels, tires and brakes 
are far larger than conventional side x sides.

It also features a 9-inch ground clearance, has a towing 
capacity of 3,490 pounds and holds 12 gallons of fuel. And the 
wheelbase is 96 inches, with ROXOR coming in at 62 inches 
wide and 75 inches high. 

The ROXOR is not street legal on any street or highway, but 

Tired of fighting the mud and the muck to rebuild your duck 
blind every couple years? Patriot Boats in Chauvin, La., has 
exactly what you need.

Their floating blinds, built on Patriot’s boat platform, not only 
offer a great place to hunt, but the blinds are mobile — allowing 
you to move with the birds all season long.

Custom options are available, but Patriot offers both 8-foot 
and 12-foot models. All blinds come with two spud poles 
and a camo canvas cover, plus shelves inside for hunting 
gear and cup holders for that early-morning coffee.

Basic models come with olive paint. The 8-foot model can 
hold three hunters comfortably, and costs $4,500. The 12-foot 
model seats four to five people, and costs $6,500.

Camo paint and hydro turf flooring are available at an 
additional cost.
For more information on blind options, call Brooks Pellegrin at 
985-594-5832, or visit www.jandbmanufacturing.com.

ABU GARCIA’S REVO ROCKET
BAITCASTING REEL

Talk about a fast baitcasting reel. ABU Garcia’s Revo Rocket takes 
retrieve ratio to an unheard of level at 10:1. You get 41 inches of line 
back in for every turn of the reel handle, which will result in dozens 
of extra casts over the course of a day on the water.

And speed isn’t all you get. The low-profile reel comes with 10 
stainless-steel ball bearings and one roller bearing, an alloy frame 
and sideplate, ABU Garcia’s Carbon Matrix Drag System, an Infini 
break system and D2 gear system.

The reel weighs slightly more than 7 ounces and has a line 
capacity of 190 yards of 20-pound braid, and 175 yards of 
10-pound mono. MSRP is $299.
For more info: www.abugarcia.com

it’s absolutely perfect for the camp. The MSRP is $15,499 for 
the base unit — you can check one out in person at Outdoor 
Powerhouse, located at 2323 Florida Blvd. SW in Denham 
Springs, La., or go to www.outdoorpowerhouse.com for details.
For more info, call 225-791-2277, or visit www.roxoroffroad.com.
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HOLIDAY
SUBSCRIPTION

SALE!SALE!

Toll-free 1-855-371-1546
or for faster service visit
MS-SPORTSMAN.com/holiday

75%

OFF

*  Savings % based on cover price. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of � rst issue.

See details below.

BEST PRICE

OF THE YEAR!

$8.95 PER GIFT

Buy 1 subscription for $17.95 (12 issues), for yourself 
or a friend, and give additional gifts at half price - 
that’s just $8.95 per gift

SALTWATER

FRESHWATER

FISH Species (Inland waters)	 Minimum Size Limit	 Creel Limit (per day)

Crappie/Panfish #	          %	 30 crappie, 100 bream

Largemouth, smallmouth, 	          %	 10 in combination
spotted bass

Channel catfish	 No more than 1 over 34”	 None +

Blue catfish	 No more than 1 over 34”	 None +

Flathead catfish	 No more than 1 over 34”	 None +

Striped bass or hybrid bass	          15”	 6 in combination

Mountain Trout (Lake Lamar Bruce)	 No restrictions	 3

Sauger	           %	 10 

Walleye	           %	 3

Alligator gar/paddlefish	 No fish over 30” in creel	 2

TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout 
to middle of fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of 
body from tip of upper jaw to fork of the tail).

+ In Lake Okhissa, 5 per day, in ReCon Lake and all MDWFP lakes, 10 per day

% For lake-specific regs, see MDWFP’s Regulations Digest or www.mdwfp.com/

# In Lake Okhissa and Percy Quin State Park, the creel limit is 50 per day.

 * Possession of certain species of sharks is prohibited.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES	 Minimum Lengths	 Creel Limit (per person)

Greater amberjack	 34” FL	 1/day
Blue marlin	 99” LJFL	 no limit
White marlin	 66” LJFL	 no limit
Sailfish	 63” LJFL	 no limit
Sharks (large coastal/pelagic)@	 37” TL*	 1/day or 3/boat
Sharks@ 	 25” TL*	 4/day
Cobia 	 33” FL	 2 per day
Redfish (red drum)	 18” minimum
		  30” maximum TL	 3/day (1 over 30”)
Flounder (state waters)	 12” TL 	 15/day
Groupers (black and gag)	 24” TL@	 4/day aggregate
Hogfish	 12” FL@	 5/day	
Red, yellowfin grouper	 20” TL@	 4/day
Scamp grouper	 16” TL@	 4/day
Speckled hind/Warsaw grouper	 no minimum@	 1/day each
Gray/schoolmaster/cubera/ 	 12” TL@	 10/day aggregate
mahoghany/yellowtail/dog snapper
Mutton snapper	 16” TL@	 10/day
Queen/blackfin/silk/winchman snapper  none@	 10/day aggregate
Vermillion/lane snapper	 10”/8” TL@	 20/day aggregate
Gray triggerfish	 14” FL@	 20/day 
Golden/blueline/anchor/blackline tilefish none@	 20/day
King mackerel	 24” FL@	 2/day
Spanish mackerel 	 no minimum size@	 15/day
Yellowfin tuna	 27” CFL@	 3/day
Bigeye tuna 	 27” CFL@	 no limit
Tripletail	 18” TL	 3/day
Spotted sea trout (speckled)	 15”	 15/day

@ For openings and closings of federally regulated fish and updated size limits, visit 
gulfcouncil.org.

Not an official document.  
Refer to MDWFP’s official regs 

guide, www.dmr.ms.gov,  or 
www.mdwfp.com.

2018-19
Mississippi
Fishing regulations

Hunting Seasons

Species	 Season Dates	 Bag Limit	P ossession 
				    Limit
Doves 	 Sept. 1-Oct. 7 (n), Sept. 1-Sept. 9 (s)		  15	 45

	 Oct. 27-Nov. 7 (n), Oct. 6-Nov. 7 (s)

	 Dec. 22-Jan. 31 (n), Dec. 15-Jan. 31 (s)

Quail	 Nov. 22-March 2		  8	  

Rabbit	 Oct. 1-Feb. 28 		  8	

Squirrel (fall)	 Sept. 30-Feb. 28		  8	

Squirrel (spr) 	 May 15-June 1	   	 4

Raccoon	 July 1-Sept. 30	 1 raccoons per party

Rac/Opp/Bobct	 Oct. 1-Oct. 31 (food/sport)	 5/day, 8/party

 	 Nov. 1-Feb. 28 (food/sport/pelt)	     No limit

 Rails	

  King & Clapper	  Sept. 2-Nov. 10		  25	 75

  Sora & Virginia,	 Sept. 2-Nov. 10		  15	 45

Gallinules	 Sept. 2-Nov. 10		  15	 45 

Snipe	 Nov. 14 - Feb. 28		  8	 24

Crow	 Nov. 4 - Feb. 28		  No limit	 No limit

Woodcock	 Dec. 18 - Jan. 31		  3	 9

Wild Turkey	 	

 Fall season	 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 (selected counties)		  2 per season (may be either sex)	

 Spring season	 March 15-May 1	 1/day, 3/season, longbeards only

Youth season	 March 8-14	 1/day, 3/season, bearded birds only

Species		 Dates	 BAG Limit

Duck		  Teal only: Sept. 15-30	 6

		  Nov. 23-25, Nov. 30-Dec. 2	 6

		  Dec. 5-Jan. 27

Geese		  Sept. 1-30	 5

(Canada, blue, Ross,	 Nov. 9-25, Nov. 30-Dec. 2,	 Canada 3, Brant 1

white-fronted, brant)	 Dec. 5-Jan. 27	 Snow/blue/Ross 20

			   White-fronted 3

Light Geese conservation	 Oct. 1-Nov. 8, Jan. 28-Feb. 1,	 No limit

		  Feb. 3-March 31	

Deer Season

Zone		  ARCHERY	P RIM WEapon	G uns	 	  	

Northeast	 Oct. 1-Nov. 16	 Dec. 2-15	 Nov. 17-Dec. 1 (dogs)	

		  Nov. 5-16 (antlerless primitive weapon)	 Dec. 16-23 (no dogs)	

		  Jan. 17-31 (archery/primitive weapon)	 Dec. 24-Jan. 16(dogs)

				    Nov. 3-Jan. 31 (youth) 

East Central	 Oct. 1-Nov. 16	 Dec. 2-15	 Nov. 17-Dec. 1 (dogs)

		  Nov. 5-16 (antlerless primitive weapon)	 Dec. 16-23 (no dogs)

		  Jan. 17-31 (archery-primitive weapon)	 Dec. 24-Jan. 16(dogs)

				    Nov. 3-Jan. 31 (youth)

Southwest	 Oct. 1-Nov. 16	 Dec. 2-15	 Nov. 17-Dec. 1 (dogs)

		  Nov. 5-16 (antlerless primitive weapon)	 Dec. 16-23 (no dogs)

		  Jan. 17-31 (archery-primitive weapon)	 Dec. 24.-Jan.16(dogs)

				    Nov. 3-Jan. 31 (youth)

Southeast	 Oct. 15-Nov. 16	 Dec. 2-15	 Nov. 17-Jan. 1 (dogs)

		  Jan. 17-31 (either-sex arch-primitive)	 Dec. 16-23 (no dogs)

		  Feb. 1-15 (archery-primitive bucks only)	 Dec. 24-Jan. 16(dogs)

				    Nov. 3-Feb. 15(youth(

Delta		  Oct. 1-Nov. 16	 Dec. 2-15	 Nov. 17-Jan. 1 (dogs)		

		  Nov. 5-16 (antlerless primitive weapon)	 Dec. 16-23 (no dogs)

		  Jan. 17-31(archery primitive weapon)	 Dec. 24-Jan. 17(dogs)

				    Nov. 3-Jan. 31 (youth)

Not an official document.  
Please refer to MDWFP’s 

Rules & Regulations Digest, 
www.mdwfp.com.

2018-19
Mississippi
hunting regulations

Waterfowl Seasons
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HOLIDAY
SUBSCRIPTION

SALE!SALE!

Toll-free 1-855-371-1546
or for faster service visit
MS-SPORTSMAN.com/holiday

75%

OFF

*  Savings % based on cover price. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of � rst issue.

See details below.

BEST PRICE

OF THE YEAR!

$8.95 PER GIFT

Buy 1 subscription for $17.95 (12 issues), for yourself 
or a friend, and give additional gifts at half price - 
that’s just $8.95 per gift
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astro taBles

For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products, 
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

astro Tables is far more effective than “moon 
tables,” because it takes into account critical 
solar energies as well as lunar. 
• The “Best Days” column is based on the 
ever-changing positions of the sun and the 
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to 
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see 
“Value” column or corresponding black bars). 
• The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead 
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from 
one hour to three-and-one-half hours, 
depending on a number of important lunar 
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the 
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The 
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary 
period overlaps a major solar period (eg: 
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary 
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about 
one hour each… 30 minutes before and 
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of 
each month for more detail.) 
• astro Tables is a quick-reference version 
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes 
Wall Calendar, which is recommended 
for those wishing more complete data on 
the best days and times to go fishing and 
hunting for the entire year (see “Available 
Products” below). 
• PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on 
solar/lunar research at a leading college of 
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by 
the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are 
adjusted to the center of your time zone and 
for Daylight Saving Time. 
aVaiLaBLE PRODuCTS: 
The 2019 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar. 
$13.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days, 
best times, and their relative strengths for 
all of 2019 with this information-packed, 
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks 

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and 
set times for the sun and moon, space to 
log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and 
game symbols showing you each month’s 
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive 
summary charts revealing the best and 
worst days of 2019, the year’s best periods, a 
look ahead at 2020, and more. Comes with 
FREE 2019 Astro Tables pocket calendar, 
which sells separately for $8.95, plus $3 s&h. 
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by 
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100 
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive 
look at the main factors influencing fish and 
game activity periods, plus how to devise 
an effective when-to-go game plan using 
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual 
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey, 
and more.
2019 ultimate PrimeTimes software 
for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if 
downloaded from web). The world’s best 
forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak 
times to your exact location, quarry, and 
even weather. Too many features to list here, 
including making your own App. For more 
details, please call us or visit our web site 
(see below). 
SPECiaL PaCKaGE OFFERS: 
#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How 
to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h). 
#2: Same as #1, plus Software...$47.95 
(plus $6 s&h). 
#3: Same as #2, minus book...$38.95 
(plus $5 s&h). 

Send to: PrimeTimes 2019 • Dept. LS • 
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 • Ankeny, IA 
50023 

For credit/debit card orders, call
515-964-5516, or go online to 
primetimes2.com and click Catalog.

CLASSIFIEDS
Display Ads
1/32 Page $75/mn
1/16  Page  $107/mn

(vertical or horizontal)
1/8  Page  $155/mn

  (vertical or horizontal)

To place a classifi ed display ad 
Call 1-800-538-4355
Mon-Thurs 8-5 • Fri 8-3

HUNTING

REAL ESTATE

Deer Hunt w/Lodging & Meals
3 Days - Fri, Sat & Sun $600

Bow, Muzzleloader, 
Youth & Modern Gun, Semi-Guided,

1500 Acres Southwest Arkansas

1-870-246-5128 or Cell 1-870-403-1104
Visit us at www.tnrhunting.com

 

Peel & Stick

SPORTSMANGear.com

HAPPY JACK CABIN RENTAL. Great 
Fishing Lodge on the water with launch
-Can Sleep 10- visit: www.LaCabins.
com for booking & availability or call/text 
504-628-7577
-----------------------------------------------------
LAKEFRONT PROPERTY. 2 story, 
2BR, 2 bath house with 1,500 sq. ft. 
living area and 85’ x 12’ deck overlook-
ing White Oak Lake, 15 mi. from Cam-
den, Arkansas. House is pre-furnished 
and surrounded by 23,000 ac. Poison 
Springs WMA. Hunt deer, turkey, hogs. 
$75,000. Call Mike at 870-403-1104.
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Be sure to visit our web site for more tide locations: http://www.ms-sportsman.com

How to use the Sportsman Tide Guide
Fish feed most actively when the tide is moving. The Mississippi Sportsman has 
made it simple to spot the most active feeding periods each day in the TIDE GUIDE.  
Just fish those times indicated in black.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 2:41 am 1.1 H
 12:10 pm 0.5 L

 9:37 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 7:15 am 0.6 L
 10:07 am 0.7 H
 12:15 pm 0.6 L

 8:44 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 6:58 am 0.4 L
 6:18 pm 1.3 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 6:48 am 0.2 L
 7:09 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 6:14 am 0.0 L
 8:03 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 6:29 am -0.1 L
 8:45 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 6:52 am -0.2 L
 9:21 pm 1.9 H

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 7:15 am -0.2 L
 9:54 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 7:41 am -0.2 L
 10:27 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 8:09 am -0.2 L
 11:02 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 8:43 am -0.1 L
 11:41 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 9:24 am 0.0 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 12:25 am 1.6 H
 10:15 am 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 1:15 am 1.4 H
 11:02 am 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 2:02 am 1.2 H
 11:36 am 0.4 L

 9:50 pm 1.0 H

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 12:16 am 0.9 L
 2:46 am 1.0 H

 12:01 pm 0.6 L
 9:00 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 6:59 am 0.6 L
 5:31 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 6:44 am 0.4 L
 6:03 pm 1.4 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 4:59 am 0.2 L
 6:47 pm 1.6 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 5:40 am -0.1 L
 7:43 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 6:19 am -0.3 L
 8:34 pm 2.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 6:55 am -0.4 L
 9:18 pm 2.1 H

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 7:30 am -0.5 L
 9:57 pm 2.2 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 8:05 am -0.5 L
 10:36 pm 2.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 8:40 am -0.3 L
 11:16 pm 2.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 9:14 am -0.1 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 12:00 am 1.8 H
 9:45 am 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 12:46 am 1.5 H
 10:08 am 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 1:27 am 1.1 H
 10:18 am 0.5 L

 6:29 pm 1.0 H

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 7:39 am 0.5 L
 4:34 pm 1.2 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

31

 6:23 am 0.4 L
 5:00 pm 1.4 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

December 2018 

HORN ISLAND        MS

LST
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 1:56 am 1.1 H
 2:57 pm 0.5 L

 11:01 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 6:19 am 0.7 L
 9:55 pm 1.2 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 6:37 am 0.4 L
 9:39 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 7:15 am 0.0 L
 9:50 pm 1.6 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 7:54 am -0.1 L
 10:13 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 8:32 am -0.3 L
 10:41 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 9:10 am -0.4 L
 11:12 pm 1.9 H

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 9:47 am -0.4 L
 11:44 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 10:26 am -0.4 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 12:17 am 1.8 H
 11:05 am -0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 12:49 am 1.8 H
 11:44 am -0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 1:22 am 1.6 H
 12:21 pm -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 1:51 am 1.5 H
 12:53 pm -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 2:13 am 1.2 H
 1:13 pm 0.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 2:07 am 1.0 H
 1:15 pm 0.3 L

 11:53 pm 0.8 H

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 12:40 pm 0.4 L
 9:48 pm 0.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 7:47 am 0.4 L
 9:07 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 6:28 am 0.1 L
 9:03 pm 1.2 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 6:46 am -0.3 L
 9:20 pm 1.4 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 7:21 am -0.5 L
 9:49 pm 1.6 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 8:03 am -0.7 L
 10:26 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 8:51 am -1.0 L
 11:08 pm 1.9 H

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 9:43 am -1.0 L
 11:54 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 10:37 am -1.0 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 12:41 am 1.8 H
 11:31 am -0.8 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 1:27 am 1.6 H
 12:21 pm -0.7 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 2:09 am 1.4 H
 1:02 pm -0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 2:38 am 1.0 H
 1:20 pm -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 1:05 am 0.5 H
 12:39 pm 0.1 L

 9:23 pm 0.5 H

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 6:32 am 0.1 L
 8:24 pm 0.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

31

 6:13 am -0.3 L
 8:22 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

December 2018 

St. Louis Bay Entr.MS

LST
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)

	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

Bay St. Louis Entrance

Horn Island Mississippi Sound

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 1:28 am 1.0 H
 11:51 am 0.5 L

 8:26 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 5:56 am 0.6 L
 8:14 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 4:47 am 0.4 L
 6:48 pm 1.3 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 5:11 am 0.1 L
 7:09 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 5:46 am 0.0 L
 7:44 pm 1.6 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 6:22 am -0.1 L
 8:21 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 6:58 am -0.2 L
 8:58 pm 1.8 H

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 7:31 am -0.1 L
 9:34 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 7:59 am -0.1 L
 10:13 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 8:23 am -0.1 L
 10:56 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 8:53 am 0.0 L
 11:46 pm 1.6 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 9:30 am 0.1 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 12:35 am 1.5 H
 10:05 am 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 1:16 am 1.3 H
 10:37 am 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 1:45 am 1.1 H
 11:06 am 0.4 L

 8:18 pm 0.9 H
 11:33 pm 0.8 L

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 1:57 am 0.9 H
 11:30 am 0.5 L

 7:40 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 6:06 am 0.6 L
 6:04 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 4:03 am 0.3 L
 6:28 pm 1.3 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 4:32 am 0.1 L
 7:03 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 5:10 am -0.1 L
 7:43 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 5:57 am -0.3 L
 8:25 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 6:48 am -0.4 L
 9:08 pm 2.0 H

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 7:41 am -0.5 L
 9:51 pm 2.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 8:36 am -0.4 L
 10:37 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 9:33 am -0.3 L
 11:29 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 10:21 am -0.1 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 12:20 am 1.5 H
 10:38 am 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 1:00 am 1.2 H
 10:18 am 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 12:46 am 0.9 H
 10:24 am 0.5 L

 6:55 pm 1.0 H

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 5:06 am 0.5 L
 6:51 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

31

 5:19 am 0.3 L
 5:23 pm 1.3 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

December 2018 

PASCAGOULA POINT   MS

LST
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 12:43 am 1.1 H
 1:30 pm 0.6 L
 9:48 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 4:52 am 0.7 L
 8:42 pm 1.2 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 5:10 am 0.4 L
 8:26 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 5:48 am 0.0 L
 8:37 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 6:27 am -0.1 L
 9:00 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 7:05 am -0.3 L
 9:28 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 7:43 am -0.4 L
 9:59 pm 1.9 H

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 8:20 am -0.4 L
 10:31 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 8:59 am -0.4 L
 11:04 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 9:38 am -0.4 L
 11:36 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 10:17 am -0.3 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 12:09 am 1.7 H
 10:54 am -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 12:38 am 1.5 H
 11:26 am -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 1:00 am 1.2 H
 11:46 am 0.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 12:54 am 1.0 H
 11:48 am 0.3 L
 10:40 pm 0.8 H

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 11:13 am 0.4 L
 8:35 pm 0.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 6:20 am 0.4 L
 7:54 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 5:01 am 0.1 L
 7:50 pm 1.2 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 5:19 am -0.3 L
 8:07 pm 1.4 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 5:54 am -0.6 L
 8:36 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 6:36 am -0.7 L
 9:13 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 7:24 am -1.0 L
 9:55 pm 1.9 H

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 8:16 am -1.0 L
 10:41 pm 1.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 9:10 am -1.0 L
 11:28 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 10:04 am -0.8 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 12:14 am 1.7 H
 10:54 am -0.7 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 12:56 am 1.4 H
 11:35 am -0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 1:25 am 1.0 H
 11:53 am -0.1 L
 11:52 pm 0.6 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 11:12 am 0.1 L
 8:10 pm 0.6 H

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 5:05 am 0.1 L
 7:11 pm 0.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

31

 4:46 am -0.3 L
 7:09 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

December 2018 

Biloxi (Cadet PointMS

LST
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)

	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

	 Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday

Biloxi Cadet Point, Biloxi Bay

Pascagoula Point Mississippi Sound

it’s not the engine, it’s the fuel!
www.startron.com

Tide Guides



GREAT GIFT IDEAS FOR THE
SPORTSMAN IN YOUR FAMILY

SPORTSMAN
BEANIES

STARTING AT $18

SPORTSMAN
FLAG SHIRT AVAILABLE
IN LONG- AND SHORT-SLEEVE 
STARTING AT $19.99

STARTING AT $49.99

SPORTSMAN
HATS

STARTING
AT $9.99

MANY COLORS 
AND STYLES 
AVAILABLE

 » 50+ SUN PROTECTION
 » VENTED FOR SUPERIOR BREATHABILITY
 » MESH UNDER-ARM, SIDES, & BACK
 » QUICK DRY MOISTURE SUPPORT
 » ANTIMICROBIAL/ODOR CONTROL

SPORTSMAN COOL BREEZE PRO CAMO IN 
MAX 5 & XTRA GREEN

WOMEN’S
RESPONDER
CLASSIC
MULTIPLE COLOR TO
CHOOSE FROM
STARTING AT $44

THE SLEEK AND STYLISH SOFT-SIDED COOLER 
AVAILABLE ON SPORTSMANGEAR.COM

IN LONG- AND SHORT-SLEEVE IN LONG- AND SHORT-SLEEVE 
STARTING AT $19.99

ORDER NOW

FOR CHRISTMAS

DELIVERY

SPORTSMAN 
RESPONDER 
REALTREE
MAX 5 CAMO
STARTING AT $49.99

SPORTSMAN
COOL BREEZE PRO 
MULTIPLE STYLES AND 
COLORS AVAILABLE
STARTING AT $44.99

NAUGHTY OR NICE,
CHECK OUT ALL THE LASTEST 
SPORTSMAN GEAR HERE

www.SPORTSMANGEAR.com
Mississippi Sportsman | December 201880



GREAT GIFT IDEAS FOR THE
SPORTSMAN IN YOUR FAMILY

SPORTSMAN
BEANIES

STARTING AT $18

SPORTSMAN
FLAG SHIRT AVAILABLE
IN LONG- AND SHORT-SLEEVE 
STARTING AT $19.99

STARTING AT $49.99

SPORTSMAN
HATS

STARTING
AT $9.99

MANY COLORS 
AND STYLES 
AVAILABLE

 » 50+ SUN PROTECTION
 » VENTED FOR SUPERIOR BREATHABILITY
 » MESH UNDER-ARM, SIDES, & BACK
 » QUICK DRY MOISTURE SUPPORT
 » ANTIMICROBIAL/ODOR CONTROL

SPORTSMAN COOL BREEZE PRO CAMO IN 
MAX 5 & XTRA GREEN

WOMEN’S
RESPONDER
CLASSIC
MULTIPLE COLOR TO
CHOOSE FROM
STARTING AT $44

THE SLEEK AND STYLISH SOFT-SIDED COOLER 
AVAILABLE ON SPORTSMANGEAR.COM

IN LONG- AND SHORT-SLEEVE IN LONG- AND SHORT-SLEEVE 
STARTING AT $19.99

ORDER NOW

FOR CHRISTMAS

DELIVERY

SPORTSMAN 
RESPONDER 
REALTREE
MAX 5 CAMO
STARTING AT $49.99

SPORTSMAN
COOL BREEZE PRO 
MULTIPLE STYLES AND 
COLORS AVAILABLE
STARTING AT $44.99

NAUGHTY OR NICE,
CHECK OUT ALL THE LASTEST 
SPORTSMAN GEAR HERE

www.SPORTSMANGEAR.com
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378 Reynoir Street • Biloxi, MS 39530
(228) 435-3389
sevencsmarine.net

“In Business Since 1960”

Nautic Star 
195 Bay

G3 1710 PFXG3 1710 PFXG3 1710 PFX

G3 16 DK

Nautic Star Nautic Star Nautic Star Nautic Star 

5-Star Gold Certi� ed Yamaha Service Center 
with over 75 years combined experience

5-Star Gold Certi� ed Yamaha Service Center
★★★★★
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Follow us on

777 Hwy 468, Brandon, 
MS 39042 

601.825.9087

www.vansoutdoors.com

2045 County Road 222, 
Cullman, AL 35057 

256.775.4031




