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as we arrive in June, just short of halfway through 
what is one of the most painfully unpleasant and 
hard-to-fathom years, when social distancing has 

become a common term, it is impossible to predict what lies 
ahead in 2020 for Mississippi sportsmen.

One thing that is constant and can help pass time with 
the benefits of education and entertainment is Missis-
sippi Sportsman magazine. This issue is another oppor-
tunity to spend a few hours “outside” while you’re stuck 
inside, in isolation, perhaps under orders.

We’re sure you’ll find something, many things actually, 
that can help you pass the time reading about your 
favorite pastimes.

For instance, writer David Hawkins takes us on a per-
fectly timed bream-fishing trip. June is a peak period of 
the bluegill bedding cycle, and with a full moon on June 
5 and a new moon on June 21; he provides expert tips 
and tactics for catching a mess for a big fish fry.

Hawkins also casts a few lines for bass fishermen, 
providing a look at the best of largemouth waters in the 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
State Lake system and others across the state.

Long-time readers of this magazine know that writer 
Phillip Gentry loves crappie fishing. This month, Gentry 
talks about an often-overlooked, post-spawn pattern 
for taking slabs: shooting jigs back under boat docks 
and piers. He shares the tactics for drawing fish out 
from under these structures.

Mississippi hunters shouldn’t feel neglected. Andy 
Douglas writes about the upward trend toward legal night hunt-
ing in the state, which, if you are going to do in our summer 

heat, makes a lot of sense. He helps you pick a target, get the 
proper equipment and plan a fun and productive trip.

Enjoy. Stay safe, stay healthy and let’s get going. ■

UPDATEOutdoor

 Bobby Cleveland                with    

by all means, get outside, noW!
BREAM, BASS, CRAPPIE, NIGHT-HUNTING PRESENT OPPORTUNITIES

Bobby Cleveland has covered 
sports in Mississippi for over 38 
years. A native of Hattiesburg 
and graduate of the University of 
Southern Mississippi, Cleveland 
lives on Ross Barnett Reservoir 
near Jackson with his wife Pam. 
He can be reached at
 bobbyc7754@yahoo.com.

Reggie Laird, 13, of Tylertown, caught this 
50-pound blue catfish on the Mississippi 
River near Natchez. The fish hit cut bait.
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t he Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks is proposing a plan to require mandatory testing 
of hunter-harvested deer on certain days in three areas 

of the state. Impacted areas include the two CWD manage-
ment zones, as well as certain counties in southwest and 
southeast Mississippi.

According to Russ Walsh, chief of the agency’s wildlife 
bureau, the proposed plan includes:

• In the Issaquena and North Mississippi CWD Management 
zones, hunters would be required to submit samples of har-
vested deer on Nov. 21-22. 

• Hunters in Adams, Amite, Franklin, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lin-
coln, Pike, Walthall and Wilkinson counties would be required 
to submit samples on Jan. 2-3.

• Hunters in Covington, Forrest, George, Greene, Hancock, 
Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson Davis, Jones, Lamar, Marion, Pearl 
River, Perry, Stone and Wayne counties would be required to 
submit samples on Jan. 16-17.

To accommodate the expected increase in submitted 
samples, Walsh said the agency would create more submis-
sion stations in all areas on the proposed dates in addition to 
the sampling stations created last year.

Walsh said the mandatory submission plan is needed 
because voluntary sampling simply didn’t provide enough 
samples to fulfill the agency’s needs for thorough study. He 
said the process is streamlined and should not present a bur-
den to hunters. ■

MandatorY cwd testing
sanCtioneD FoR some aReas

t he Mississippi Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks was expected at its mid-May meeting to give final 
approval to a deer season plan that includes a bit of good 

news for hunters in Mississippi’s South Delta.
In the 2019-20 season, hunters saw both their season and bag 

limits reduced after the devastating backwater flooding that 
plagued the South Delta region for most of 2019. The season was 
shortened 15 days and the bag limit reduced to two legal bucks 
and two antlerless deer.

At its April meeting, the Commission voted to reinstate the full 
season — beginning with the Oct. 1 opening of archery hunting 
through Jan. 31 — but kept the bag limit at two legal bucks and 
two antlerless deer.

Deer populations in the South Delta were noticeably reduced 
by the flooding of 2019, and continuing high-water problems 
in 2020 have also hurt the herd. Russ Walsh, MDWFP’s wildlife 
bureau chief of staff, said the totality of the impact may not be 
known for years, but enough is known now to protect the herd

“This is a measure to reduce the harvest, because we know the 
population has been impacted,” Walsh told The Clarion-Ledger’s 
Brian Broom. “We know there was an impact from hunters and 
the camera survey we’re doing. We still don’t know the extent of 
the impact and won’t for several years.”

Totally eliminating hunting to allow both the habitat and the 
herd to heal has been suggested by some hunters. Jeff Terry of 
Eagle Lake Community is not one of them.

“That’s ludicrous,” Terry said. “If you take away the season entirely, 
what is the impetus for hunters and hunting clubs to provide 
food plots and supplemental feeding. Sure, a lot of us would feed 
anyway, but I doubt everyone would. 

“Plus, there’s the economic impact that would be detrimental 
to landowners who depend on hunting-lease revenues and local 
small businesses that depend on hunters coming to their stores 
and restaurants in the season. That would be adding to the bur-
dens they already face from the flooding.” ■

Full deer season exPeCted 
in soutH delta, 4-deer limit

The Mississippi Commission on Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks planned to reinstate the 
full deer season in the South Delta, but at 
the same time keep the four-deer limit.
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UPDATE
Outdoor

Public-water alligator hunting permits are among the 
most-highly prized pieces of paper among a growing 
legion of Mississippi sportsmen. The process to get one 

for 2020 starts June 1.
The Mississippi Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks is 

expected to give final approval to a plan for the 2020 public-
water season at its May meeting after giving preliminary 
approval at its April meeting.

According to Ricky Flynt, the alligator program director for he 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, there are 
no major changes for the 2020 season. A total of 960 permits will 
be available, spread across seven zones. The season will open at 
noon on Aug. 28 and end at noon on Sept. 7. Each permit will 
allow holder to harvest two alligators, only one of which can be 
7 feet or longer.

The drawing process will be by random computer draw at 
noon on June 15 from applications submitted between 10 
a.m. June 1 and 10 a.m. June 8. A $2.34 electronic processing 
fee is charged. 

Applicants may only apply once and in one alligator hunt-
ing zone of their choice. Applications will be accepted on-line 
at www.mdwfp.com or at any point-of-sale location where Mis-
sissippi hunting and fishing licenses are sold. 

Winners will be notified by email and will have until noon on 
June 17 to purchase their permits via an electronic link in their 
email notification. Permits are $200. An additional alligator hunt-
ing license is $25 is required for permit holders and each mem-
ber of their hunting parties.

Any unpurchased permits from the first drawing will be entered 
in a second drawing of remaining available applicants. The sec-
ond drawing will take place at noon on June 23. Round 2 win-
ners will be notified by email and will have until noon June 25 to 
purchase their permit.

A credit card or debit card and a valid email address is required 
to complete the online application and permit purchase.

To be eligible to apply for a permit, you must be a resident of 
Mississippi, at least 16 years of age at the time of application. 
Non-residents with a Mississippi lifetime license are eligible.

Applicants must have one of these licenses to be eligible to 
apply: a valid Mississippi Sportsman License, All-Game Hunting/
Fishing License, Small Game Hunting/Fishing License, Apprentice 
Sportsman License, Apprentice All Game License, Apprentice 
Small Game License, Senior Exempt License, Disabled Exempt 
License, or Lifetime License.

For more information, visit mdwfp.com. ■

gator draw 
process begins 
on June 1
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the Mississippi Wildlife Federation has announced its inten-
tion to file a lawsuit against state agencies, private organi-
zations and top executives over losing the opportunity to 

lease the Mississippi Trade Mart the first weekend of August for 
its annual Mississippi Wildlife Extravaganza.

The MWF, an affiliate of the private conservation organization, 
the National Wildlife Federation, released a press announcement 
on April 27 outlining its intentions.

“The Mississippi Wildlife Federation (MWF) has issued its Notice 
of Claim with intent to sue the Foundation for Mississippi Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks, the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisher-
ies and Parks, the Mississippi Fair and Coliseum Commission and 
others for violation of constitutional, contractual and property 
rights for conspiring to take over its annual Mississippi Wildlife 
Extravaganza, held historically at the Mississippi State Fair-
grounds, as well as denying MWF access to state-owned public 
space paid for by state and federal public funding.

The Notice of Claim, sent April 24 by the law firm of Pittman, 
Roberts & Welsh, PLLC on behalf of MWF, also names Don Brazil, 
chief executive officer of Foundation of MDWFP; Sam Polles, 
executive director of MDWFP; Andy Gipson, Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Commerce; Steve Hutton, former director of the 
fair commission; and event promoter Jack Fisher.

As part of its suit, the MWF said the groups and individuals 
conspired to punish the organization for its stance on the Yazoo 
Backwater Pumps, resulting in MWF losing its long-standing 
event date at the Mississippi Trade Mart for the Extravaganza, 
which is the organization’s primary fund-raiser and, until 2019, 
drew an estimated 30,000 in attendance each year. It has oper-
ated for 33 years and has been considered the unofficial start of 
the hunting season for three decades.

The event crumbled last year. In 2019, backwater flooding in 
the South Delta was catastrophic, and the MWF’s opposition to 
the Yazoo Pump project led to exhibitor and public boycotts of 
the Extravaganza. It began falling apart, the MWF said, when the 
MDWFP withdrew its support and canceled its exhibit.

This year, the building and the date were made unavailable for 
the Extravaganza, with an outdoor show sponsored by the Foun-
dation for the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks scheduled in its place.

The MWF, which has since stated that the pumps are possibly 
an environmentally safe solution to backwater flooding, feels 
the loss of its position at the Mississippi Trade Mart, as well as 
other events, is the result of conspiracy. The organization also 
alleges that state employees were told not to attend MWF 
events or volunteer.

“Litigation is always a last recourse,” Ashlee Ellis Smith, MWF’s 
CEO, told The Clarion-Ledger. “This conspiracy not only under-
mined MWF’s efforts to promote conservation and hunting in 
Mississippi, it denied access for thousands of Mississippians, 
stripped state employees of their constitutional rights and reveals 
high-level corruption that affects all taxpayers in the state.”

Gipson, commissioner of the Mississippi Department of Agri-
culture and Commerce, the agency that oversees the Trade Mart, 
told the newspaper that he does not understand the MWF’s 
action after reviewing its announcement.

“I just had a chance to review the letter; it’s full of lies, and 
I don’t know why they would pick this fight,” he said. “I don’t 
know what they have to gain. I look forward to responding at 
the proper time.”

The Foundation for Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks is a 
private group that supports the Mississippi Department of Wild-
life, Fisheries and Parks. ■

ConseRVation oRganiZation 
says its Rights WeRe ViolateD

Big crowds and lots of big bucks 
were part of the Mississippi Wildlife 
Extravaganza until 2019.

mWF to sue oVer 
extraVaganZa
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bust bluegills at okhissa,
many Mississippi state lakes 

June is always a hot month, and we’re talking 
fishing, not temperatures.

Statewide, opportunities abound for many 
species on many types of waters, from the 

Gulf of Mexico to Pickwick Lake and all lakes, rivers 
and streams in between.

These are five recommendation we suggest:

Okhissa Lake bluegills
This U.S. Forest Service Lake near Bude in south-

west Mississippi has outstanding bluegill bedding 
action on the more than 600 gravel beds that were built during 
the lake’s construction, and its original stocking of Florida bass 
is reaching full maturity. This is one of the few places that can 
threaten Mississippi record for largemouth bass, 18.15 pounds. 
But for all the notoriety Okhissa gets for bass, bream may be its 
best offer.

Pickwick Lake catfish
For all the publicity this big lake that forms Mississippi’s north-

east border with Tennessee and Alabama gets as a bass fishery, it 
attracts more catfish anglers. Millions of channel and blue catfish 
move up on the rock shelf banks to spawn in the cracks and 
holes. Rods and reels, cane poles, jig poles, fly gear — all of it can 
produce action. Don’t be surprised to find a lot of bluegill biting, 
too.

MDWFP State Lakes bream
It’s impossible to pick one or two of the more than 30 state 

lakes and state-park lakes managed by the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to send bream fishermen.

Most all of them are capable of producing outstanding catches 
of bluegill. In south Mississippi, try Lake Perry near Beaumont or 
Bill Waller near Columbia. In central Mississippi, try Prentiss Walker 
Lake at Mize or Claude Bennett in rural Jasper County about 20 
miles east of Bay Springs. In the southwest, Calling Panther Lake 

near Crystal Springs and Lake Lincoln at Wesson are outstand-
ing. In the east, Kemper County Lake near DeKalb, Tom Bailey at 
Toomsuba and Roosevelt State Park are hotspots. Up north, try 
Tippah County Lake near Ripley or Lamar Bruce near Saltillo.

Barnett Reservoir
There is no better lake for variety, especially in June, than Bar-

nett, a 55-year-old, 33,000-acre lake near Jackson. As good as the 
action can be for schooling largemouth and striped/hybrid bass, 
catfish and bream, this year the spotlight is on crappie. Since the 
lake was off-limits during the peak of the spring spawn because 
of the pandemic, the numbers should be fantastic.

Mississippi River
No other body of water in the world can match the jugging 

action on the Big Muddy. Allowing a spread of free-floating 
fishing devices — nobody uses jugs any more — to flow over 
a sandy, shallow inside bend of the river will produce more fish 
that a couple of guys can skin and fillet in a day. It’s also a good 
time to chase white bass behind the cracks in the many rock 
dikes used to control the current. ■

5 great 
outings 
for june

UPDATE
Outdoor

Bluegill fishing is peaking in waters 
around Mississippi this month; the 
options are countless.
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A nyone who’s acquainted with Matt 
Courtney of Clinton will tell you that 
he’s a die-hard turkey hunter — in 

fact, he’s eaten up with it. Courtney is suc-
cessful year after year, but he had no idea 
how this year would play out.

On March 7, the opening evening of youth 
season, Courtney was able to lure in a nice 
tom for his son, Reed Courtney. It was 7-year-
old Reed’s very first gobbler, taken at 31 yards 
with his .410 shotgun. The big tom sported 
a 9-inch beard with 11/8-inch spurs and 
weighed 18 pounds. A turkey-hunting dad 
couldn’t be prouder.

Courtney doesn’t like to put a lot of pres-
sure on the turkeys he hunts. He rides a golf 
cart around his hunting land and uses game 
cameras to do a lot of his scouting. He places 
them in locations he has historically seen 
turkeys and turkey sign such as logging trails, 
green-fields, and dusting locations.

“Cell cameras have really changed the 
way I have hunted the last couple of years,” 
Courtney said. “I have one set up watching a 
stretch of logging road where I was seeing a 
group of long-beards travel to roost during 
deer season.”

The plan of attack
On the evening of March 28 an hour-and-

a-half before fly-up time, Courtney received 
photos of two longbeards walking past 
his camera. He knew the ridge where they 
should be roosted and where he would be 
sitting at daybreak.

When dawn arrived, the toms were gob-
bling further away than Courtney had 
anticipated. He quickly closed the distance, 
heading in their direction.

“There were three or four birds gobbling. 
I could tell that one was separate from the 
others, which were bunched up,” said Court-
ney, “I figured it was a group of 2-year-olds 
and maybe a mature one by himself.”

Courtney set up on the lone gobbler, which 
was not as vocal as the group of gobblers. 
The turkey flew down away from Courtney, 
going towards the bunched-up gobblers. 
Considering the new growth of greenery and 
how it effects sounds, Courtney chose to stay 
put and not take the chance of getting too 

Hinds County turkey slayer bags 
six-bearded monster gobbler

UPDATE
Outdoor

Hinds County turkey hunter Matt Courtney harvested 
this monster gobbler on the morning of March 29. The 
turkey weighed 19 pounds, with 11/8-inch spurs, and 
had six beards that totaled 38½ inches long.

By Andy Douglas
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This western Hinds County monster 
gobbler sports six beards — 9, 7, 
6½, 7, 6 and 3 inches, totaling 38½ 
inches of length.

close to the tom and maybe 
spooking it.

Unusual 
behavior

Courtney was about 400 yards 
from the gobbler, and he made 
a call every 15 minutes. The 
tom would answer and ever-so-
slowly make his way towards 
the hunter. It took the turkey 
more than an hour-and-a-half 
to get within sight of Courtney 
at 80 yards.

“When I could finally see 
the turkey, he did the craziest 
thing I’ve ever seen a gobbler 
do. As he made his way up 
the ridge diagonally towards 
me, he would stay behind a 
big tree and peek around one 
side of it — then he’d stand 
straight up where I couldn’t 
see him and then peek around 
the other side of the tree. He 
did this several times ‘til he got 
within shotgun range,” Court-
ney said. “I can only guess that 
he couldn’t see another turkey 
and was very wary walking in.”

Fifteen minutes after spotting 
the turkey, Courtney dropped 
the hammer on his first gob-
bler of the season; it was a 
monster with six beards (9, 7, 
6½, 7, 6 and 3 inches) totaling 
38½ inches of length. The big 
tom had 11/8-inch spurs and 
weighed 19 pounds.

On April 3, Courtney har-
vested his second gobbler of 
the year, a double-bearded 
tom with a 10½-inch beard 
and an 8-inch beard — but 
with no spurs at all. ■
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ADAMS
• 32.81 Acres . . . . . . . . $7,500/Ac.
• 402 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,109/Ac.
• 854 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,350/Ac.

AMITE
• Home & 28 Acres  . . . . $399,999
• Home & 37 Acres  . . . . $300,000
• 36.54 Acres . . . . . . . . $2,800/Ac.
• 49 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $4,877/Ac.
• 51.85 Acres . . . . . . . . $4,725/Ac.
• 116.91 Acres . . . . . . . $3.500/Ac.
• 414 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac.
• 904 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,500/Ac.
• 555 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,513/Ac.
• 270 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,514/Ac.

ATTALA
• 148 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $1,182/Ac.
• 96.5 Ac. & Cabin. . . . . $250,000

COPIAH
• 50 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,750/Ac.
• 339 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,389/Ac. 
• Cabin & 63.5 Acres . . . $289,000
• 162 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac.
• 185 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,378/Ac.
• 98 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,397/Ac.

COVINGTON
• 182 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,850/Ac.

FOREST
• 64 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $5,436/Ac.
• 95 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $5,000/Ac.

FRANKLIN
• 40 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $3,300/Ac.
• 44 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $3,409/Ac.
• 105 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,000/Ac.
• 145 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,744/Ac.
• 170 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,235/Ac.
• 230 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,004/Ac.
• 250 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,796/Ac.
• 420 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,850/Ac. 

GRENADA
• 127.5 Acres . . . . . . . . $1,550/Ac.

JASPER
• 24.5 Acres . . . . . . . . . $2,244/Ac. 
• 72 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,055/Ac.
• 30 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac. 
JEFFERSON
• Home & 70 Acres  . . . . $749,000
• 347 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,850/Ac.
• 600 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac.

JEFFERSON DAVIS
• 80 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac.
• 100 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,200/Ac.
• 106 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $1,700/Ac.
• 280 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $1,821/Ac.

JONES
• 20 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,100/Ac.

KEMPER
• 37 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $1,643/Ac.
• 220 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $1,422/Ac.
• 247 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $1,750/Ac.

LAMAR
• Home & 66 Acres  . . . . $955,000
• 23.4 Acres . . . . . . . . . .$8,952/Ac
• 20 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $8,950/Ac.
• 33 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,750/Ac.
• 21.10 Acres . . . . . . . . $8,952/Ac.
• 58 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,408/Ac.
• 64.19 Acres . . . . . . . . $5,436/Ac.
• 1118 Acres  . . . . . . . . $2,399/Ac.

LAUDERDALE
• 30.5 Acres . . . . . . . . . $1,500/Ac.

LAWRENCE
• 36 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $3,500/Ac.
• 765 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,875/Ac.

LINCOLN
• 20 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $7,021/Ac.
• 23.46 Acres . . . . . . . . $2,898/Ac.
• 32.2 Acres . . . . . . . . . $3,354/Ac.
• 68 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,800/Ac.
• 80 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,800/Ac.
• 100 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac.
• 148 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,800/Ac.

LOWNDES
• 150 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $1,395/Ac.
• 459 Acres, barndominium
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1, 850,000

MARION
• 58 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,408/Ac.
• 183 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,300/Ac.
• 239 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,716/Ac.
• 105 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,716/Ac.

PEARL RIVER
• 67 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,238/Ac.
• 98 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $3,520/Ac.
• 188 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,238/Ac.
• 255 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,243/Ac.
• Home & 283 Acres  . . . $895,000
• 20 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $4,179/Ac.
• 30.75 Acres . . . . . . . . $3,500/Ac.

PERRY
• 160 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac.

PIKE
• 20 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $4,500/Ac.
• 24.11 Acres . . . . . . . . $4,769/Ac.
• 28.52 Acres . . . . . . . . $3,488/Ac.
• 32.23 Acres . . . . . . . . $2,249/Ac.
• 36.7 Acres . . . . . . . . . $2,500/Ac.
• 40 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,650/Ac.
• 40 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,200/Ac.
• Home & 58.4 Acres . . . $420,000
• 196 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,250/Ac.
• 200 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,600/Ac.
• 423 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,000/Ac.
• 48.26 Acres . . . . . . . . $1,864/Ac.
• 41.17 Acres . . . . . . . . $3,922/Ac.

PRENTISS
• 31 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $1,850/Ac.
• 44 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,000/Ac.
• 75 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $1,250/Ac.
• 75 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $1,750/Ac.

TALLAHATCHIE
• 176 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,130/Ac.

WALTHALL
• 58.4 Acres . . . . . . . . . $7,191/Ac.
• 72 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,597/Ac.
• 60 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $2,800/Ac.

WAYNE 
• Home & 26 Acres  . . . . $294,000
• 54 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $3,000/Ac.
• 67.96 Acres . . . . . . . . $1,798/Ac.

WILKINSON
• 30 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $4,166/Ac.
• 143 Acres & Lodge  . . . $799,000
• 156 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,365/Ac.
• 309 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,883/Ac.
• Home & 485 Acres  . . $1,499,999
• 662 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,761/Ac. 
• Home & 680 Acres  . . $2,950,000
• 716 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $3,840/Ac.
• 961 Acres & Home  . . $5,500,000
• 1278 Acres & Lodge  . $9,500,000

LOUISIANA
BIENVILLE
• 127 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,975/Ac.

BOSSIER
• Home & 51 Acres  . . . . $597,000
• 120 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $2,991/Ac.

DE SOTO
• 255.5 Acres . . . . . . . . $3,295/Ac.

EAST BATON ROUGE
• 238.97 Acres . . . . . . . $9,143/Ac.

LAFAYETTE
• 100 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $1,950/Ac.

TANGIPAHOA 
• 157 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $4,006/Ac.

WASHINGTON
• 27.14 Acres . . . . . . . . $3,481/Ac.
• 77 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $3,505/Ac.
• 650 Acres  . . . . . . . . . $8,921/Ac.

WEST FELICIANA
• Lodge & 113 Acres  . . $1,250,000
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otha barhaM tags out
Otha Barham raised his Beretta shotgun slowly, taking aim as a 

gobbler stretched out his neck looking for an unseen hen.
“I looked up, and three gobblers came out and started walk-

ing towards me and the decoys,” said Barham, 84, of Meridian. “I 
never even called as they came closer and closer. They came in 
so close together that I had to wait a long time for them to sepa-
rate for fear of killing them all in one shot.”

Ka-Boom! Barham’s favorite shotgun roared, and his first bird 
was tagged. The gobbler had a long beard and sharp spurs and 

was the icing on the cake for a day in the outdoors well spent.
On his second hunt, Barham set up his decoys and quickly got 

into his blind. 
“I looked up and saw a gobbler strutting towards the decoys,” he 

said. “That gobbler came straight to me like he was on a string. 
He walked around the decoys and I squeezed the trigger.”

The third time he hunted, he killed a big gobbler late in the 
afternoon, about 30 minutes before fly-up. The gobbler crossed a 
power line about 100 yards from Barham and spotted his decoys 
but didn’t head his way. Then, just before dark, the gobbler came 
out of the woods and made a beeline for his decoys. Barham 
killed him as he approached his jake decoy.

“I’ve never had a season like this before,” Barham said. “I went 
hunting three times and killed three gobblers!”

PurPLe heart recPient 
scores at 90

Leroy Morse of Meridian started turkey hunting after he retired, 
and he has become quite a gobbler slayer — winning a gun and 
turkey mount by killing the biggest turkey in one contest.

Morse, 90, who won a Purple Heart for service in the Korean 
War, located a few gobblers before the 2020 season and started 
hunting on the second day.

“I was hunting near the Alabama line in Lauderdale County at 
our old homeplace and had some hens come in pretty quick,” 
Morse said. “The gobbler was strutting and gobbling but stayed 
just out of range.”

Though he normally uses a Primos box cutter, Morse pulled out 
a small push-button call and yelped on it.

“The gobbler came straight to me gobbling all the way, and 
I shot him with my Remington Sportsman 58 shotgun,” said 
Morse. “I’ve rarely ever missed with that shotgun.” 

Morse’s gobbler sported a 10-inch beard and sharp spurs.

turkeY 
rounduP

UPDATE
Outdoor

This is one of three gobblers 
that 84-year-old Otha Barham 
harvested this year in Lauderdale 
County. Barham killed the limit in 
only three trips to the woods.  

By Mike Giles

Lroy Morse, a 90-year-old Korean 
Veteran and Purple Heart recipient, 
harvested this fine gobbler in east 
Mississippi near the Alabama line.  
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Double trouble: Retired 
teacher kills gobblers

Kathy Shortridge, a retired school teacher from Meridian, didn’t 
start turkey hunting until she married her husband, Allen, about 
10 years ago.

The two combined on two nice birds this season, beginning on 
March 17,  hunting near Lumberton, with Allen doing the calling 
and Kathy the shooting.

“It rained early, so we got into our hunting area about 7:30,” she 
said. “I was about ready to go at 9, but Allen wanted to stay a 
little longer.”

At 10 o’clock, they heard a gobble, so Allen Shortridge sent out 
some sweet love talk in its direction.

“I looked up and saw three gobblers coming in fast, and I was so 
excited because I just knew I was going to get one,” Kathy Short-
ridge said. “The lead gobbler was strutting and gobbling, and he 
was just so beautiful that I enjoyed watching him, but I shot him, 
and he went straight down!”

She was totally focused and zeroed in on that gobbler,” Allen 
Shortridge said.

“I couldn’t believe what I’d just done,” Kathy Shortridge said. “I 
was so happy, we were jumping up and down and high fiving!”

On April 6, they returned to the same place and put out decoys, 
then heard a gobble from about 200 yards.

Allen Shortridge called to the tom, which gobbled at him 
almost immediately and started coming in strong, strutting and 
gobbling. Kathy Shortridge shot the gobbler at 41 yards with her 
Remington 20-gauge shotgun and TSS shot at 8:35 a.m. ■

Kathy Shortridge 
harvested this gobbler 
in south Mississippi and 
it had a 12-inch beard 
and 13/8-inch spurs 
while hunting with her 
husband Allen Shortridge 
this year. It was one 
of two that the retired 
teacher killed. 

Have you been in a wreck? You have a choice. 
CHOOSE THE BEST!

FLOWOOD, MS • 601-939-9700
RICHLAND, MS • 601-664-9770 

BYRAM, MS • 601-372-0042
RIDGELAND, MS • 601-856-0700

GLUCKSTADT, MS • 601-499-1700

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!!!

24 
Hour 

Towing
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in the human psyche, islands are a symbol of safety and 
strength in the midst of a daunting and dangerous 
sea. Think of the countless movie scenes when des-

perate people drag themselves up the island’s beach and gladly 
collapse onto its solid back. 

More than any other Louisiana barrier islands, the Chandeleurs 
have the power to transport the traveler to that mythical place.

The Chandeleur chain was created more than 2,000 years ago 
by the Mississippi River’s sediment load. It has been battered by 
many hurricanes, and its sands are continuously being moved 
inward by the Gulf of Mexico. Still, it exists and is thriving, with 
submerged vegetation, grasses, mangroves, birds and marine life.

This island chain is also remote relative to most barrier islands, 
and depending on which part of the chain is your destination, 
it is roughly a 40- to 45-mile boat ride from Venice, Hopedale 
Marina or Mississippi ports, including at least 20 miles of open 
water. Due to this remoteness, travelers are advised to have VHF 
radio communication, well-maintained boats and an informed 
grasp of the weather forecast. Traveling to the islands when the 
chance of thunderstorms exist elevates the risk of personal harm 
and can result in the mariner getting religion.

Despite their remoteness, the Chandeleurs receive a surprising 
amount of fishing pressure. The most-pursued fish are speckled 
trout, and many people have caught their personal-best trout at 
the islands. Redfish are also a common catch, but watch out for 
gear-busting brutes like jack crevalle and sharks. 

a dYnaMic fisherY
Speckled trout and redfish can be caught on the inside of the 

islands and in the troughs of the Gulf side. Fishing on the inside 
of the islands consists primarily of targeting shallow flats. When 
navigating, expect these flats to extend far out from the visible 
land. They are regularly interrupted by deeper channels where 

water is seeping or flowing through the islands. Some were 
formed where the islands have been completely broken through 
by Gulf waters, creating a current. Such areas can be dynamic 
fisheries, but also a favorite feeding ground for sharks.

Wade-fishing is an effective technique and is a common 
approach for anglers. The firm, sandy bottom of the flats makes 
walking almost effortless, but watch out for the numerous sting-
rays that cruise these waters. A good practice for avoiding a very 
painful sting is to shuffle your feet as you walk.

CHandeleurs oFFer anglers sPeCial days
Barrier islands are great spots for trout, reds, when anglers catch the weather right

Great speckled trout fishing is 
one of the Chandeleur Islands’ 
great attractions.

VIDEO: Go to ms-sportsman.com/
chandeleur-islands-wading/ to see Jon Miller 
compare wade fi shing to boat fi shing the 
Chandeleur Islands.

UPDATE
Outdoor

By Jon Miller
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Trout and redfish are regularly 
found in knee-deep water, so 
wading anglers should not 
ignore the shallow areas closer 
to the shore.

Anglers using artificial lures 
find topwater baits to be very 
effective, along with shallow-
suspending or floating jerkbaits 
and twitchbaits. A swimbait 
fished on a 1/16- or 1/8-ounce 
leadhead jig can be used shal-
low or in the 5- to 6-foot deep 
channels and depressions. 
Don’t overlook a popping cork 
matched with a swimbaits just 
because the water is shallow. 
This rig can be amazingly effec-
tive on the flats. ■

Wade-fishing the shallow flats on 
the inside of the Chandeleur Islands 
is popular.
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BREAM 
ARE 

CALLING

JUNE HIGHLIGHTS THE
SPAWNING PROCESS FOR

SUNFISH IN BODIES OF
WATER ACROSS MISSISSIPPI.

THOUGH PEDESTRIAN BY
MANY MEASURES, THEY

ARE THE FISH THAT BRING
PEOPLE TOGETHER.

■ By David Hawkins

Terry Madewell
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There is an old saying that goes, 
“What goes around, comes around.” 
It’s summer, and bream are bedding, 
just as they have ever since the � rst 
bream felt the � rst urge to procreate.

A cyclic thing, bream bedding is not rocket science, but it is 
as much a part of nature as the rotation of the earth and the 
phases of the moon. Biologists will not go on record saying the 
full moon plays a role in bream reproduction, but as one did 
admit, “both activities happen at the same time. 

What science will say is that bream will bed on a monthly 
basis from spring through early fall. June is not the first month 
this occurs, but it certainly gets the most notice.

A cane pole rigged with a red and white bobber and baited 
with a red worm was most anglers’ introduction to fishing, be 
it on a family farm pond or a state lake. As fishermen mature, 
the equipment they choose gets fancier, the destinations get 

BREAM ARE 
CALLING

more exotic, and the fish caught get bigger, but the bream, 
that lowly little panfish that started the angler’s journey, 
remains abundant and just as much fun as ever. 

The times may have changed, but in a sense, the times 
have remained the same.

“Water conditions and photoperiod trigger the spawning 
activity,” said Tyler Stubbs, a fisheries biologist with the 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks. 
“Given these conditions, bream will bed every month until 
colder weather forces them into a winter pattern. During 
this time, bream are easy to catch and rank high on the list 
for anglers.”

Every state lake and state-park lake in Mississippi has a 
fishable population of bream. Some even have the distinc-
tion of being “bream lakes” that regularly give up limits of 
large, hard-fighting bluegills and redears. In more recent 
years, coppernose bream (a bluegill on steroids), have 

been introduced in some state lakes. The coppernose 
is to the bream family essentially what the Florida 

strain is to largemouth bass. They forage more 
aggressively during the year and grow larger. 

“Some of our lakes get a reputation as 
bream lakes, but this is a little mislead-

ing,” Stubbs said. “The department’s 

This bluegill found a red wiggler to its 
liking. The author found the bluegill, 
once fried, to his liking. 
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The bluegill is probably the most-abundant 
bream in Mississippi waters. To hold one is to 
see how they get their moniker. The gill plate 
is blue on both male and female. As males 
mature, it appears their body is trying to 
engulf their head. Color variations exist from 
almost black to blue.

The coppernose bream is nothing more 
than a Florida-strain bluegill that has a boldly 
colored head and gill plates. Good fighters, 
they are more common in lakes in the south-
ern portion of Mississippi.

The redear sunfish, also called a shellcracker, 
is distinguished by a red or orange margin 
around the gill-plate. The bodies may feature 
brighter yellows and oranges. Highly prized 
for their fighting ability and good textured flesh, these bream at 
always a good catch.

The green sunfish and long-eared sunfish are also found in state 
lakes and streams. Generally smaller in size, they may well be the 

prettiest with their dark bars and bright colors.
The creel limit on bream is 100, in combination. There is no mini-

mum size, and bream are sometimes caught and used as catfish 
bait. Even in that capacity, the limit in possession remains 100. ■

David Hawkins

purpose is to provide a quality fishing opportunity. Sometimes, 
the nature of recruitment, predation, weather or other natural 
event might skew the fish resource in such a way to favor one 
species over another. All the angler needs do is talk to lake 
managers, read the fishing reports on line and ask questions of 
other anglers to get the best advice.”

Male bream start the bedding process by choosing a sandy or 
gravel bottom and, using their fins, create shallow depressions. 
The male then aims to attract a female. She comes to the nest 
and deposits her eggs. As part of this ritual, the male will rush 
the female and emit a series of grunts. Once the female has 
done her deed, the male fertilizes the eggs and guards the nest 
against predators until the eggs hatch and the fry leave. It is 
during this time that males, often called bulls, are easily caught. 

There is a smell associated with bedding bream, a pungent, 
fishy odor that most people can easily identify. For those who 
know it, the smell is a welcome aroma. It is a sure bet an active 
bream bed is close by. The smell may be associated with a thin, 
oily film on the water’s surface. Follow your nose and fish the 
bottom toward the source of the aroma. When you reach the 
bed, be ready for action. 

This may be a good point to explain that water depth is not 
as great a factor as bottom material. An old gravel road, now 
flooded, may be 8 to 10 feet deep, but it will attract loads of 
bream. Shallow water may be chosen because wave action has 
created ideal bedding conditions near the bank. Whatever the 
case, deeper water will be close by to allow the fish an escape 
when spooked.

Some lakes have closed beach areas and transitioned to swim-
ming areas. That leaves a lot of sand available for bream beds. 
According to Jerry Brown, an MDWFP fisheries biologist, pea 
gravel is added to the lakebed when a state lake is drained for 

maintenance. Such places are marked on upgraded lake maps 
that indicate fish attracting structure.

PANFISH OF 
MISSISSIPPI

www.BryansMarine.com

Mississippi-Louisiana’s Boating Headquarters Since 1986
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GONE!

GET’EM
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WORMS VS CRICKETS >

Green sunfish are a smaller, colorful 
bream subspecies found in many 
Mississippi lakes.
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BREAM ARE 
CALLING

Bream are feisty and present quite a battle on light tackle. Line 
in the 2- to 6-pound range is ideal. A 4-foot, light-action rod 
and a spinning or spincasting reel are all that’s needed.

Small critterbaits resembling frogs, crayfish, tadpoles, small 
minnows and worms are also popular with anglers. Unlike 
high-dollar bass baits, bream baits are far more reasonably 
priced, often under a dollar.

Fly-fishing and kayaking go together like Forrest Gump’s 
peas and carrots. Fly-fishing seems to be a part of the natu-
ral progression of the complete angler. Tackle can run from 
simple to elaborate. As with any investment, the better the 
equipment purchased, the better the overall experience. 
However, better and most expensive are not necessarily the 
same thing. Consider this: in a fly-fishing, presentation of the 
bait is the most-important factor. The proper line and tippet 
coupled with a rod you can manage is going to give you the 
best presentation, thus get the most bites. The reel is simply a 
line holder. If you have to compromise on anything, skimp on 
the reel. Select a 3-weight rod 7 feet or longer; 9 feet is not too 
long. A weight-forward line is the best choice, tied to a tapered 
leader as long as the rod. Have some 3X to 4X tippet material 
in reserve for replacement.

The idea is to allow the fly to make the least-obtrusive entry 
in the target location. Keep in mind, the fly is not being cast, 
the line is. The fly is just along for the ride. Once an angler 

WORMS VS CRICKETS
According to Tat Simpson at Fisherman’s Corner in 

Morton, the sale of red wigglers and crickets is about 
equal. He sells both to campers and local anglers who fish 
nearby Shadow Lake, inside Roosevelt State Park. 

“There are those who don’t like the mess involved with 
worms,” Simpson said. “Crickets seem to be a little easier 
to catch and get on a hook, and I think that is the big 
attraction for them. Children seem more apt to bait a hook 
with a cricket than a worm. But there are those who swear 
worms catch more fish than crickets.”

Simpson said there was a time when roaches were a 
popular bream bait. Catalpa worms are popular in season. 
A few resources for the tough green and black worm are 
scattered around the state. When plentiful and allowed 
to reach a length of about 2 inches, they can be frozen 
in cornmeal and used all year. Most anglers will cut off 
the head and turn the worm inside out on a long-shank 
hook. One  worm may catch several fish before rebaiting 
becomes necessary.

Cane poles remain a popular choice for occasional fisher-
men; more-serious anglers use fiberglass poles such as 
the Bream Buster, marketed by B’n’M Poles of West Point. 
Bream and crappie poles are good crossover units. 

Most any rod-and-reel combination can be rigged with 
a hook, weight and bobber, but consider the high end of a hook, weight and bobber, but consider the high end of a hook, weight and bobber, but consider the high end of 
the ultralight spectrum. This way, when the bream limit is 
reached, the angler can switch to a little heavier bait and 
catch bass and crappie.

ARTIFICIAL OFFERINGS
One of the most-popular artificial offerings for bream is 

the Beetle Spin. Ultralight fishing tackle has been around 
for several decades and is not just for kids. A light rod with 
lighter line creates the feel of playing a much larger fish. 

When mayflies swarm, they alight 
everywhere. During this annual event, 
bream fishermen can take advantage 
of mayfly patterns to catch fish. 
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is bitten by the fly-fishing bug, fly-tying is generally the next 
step. Trout fishermen are compelled to “match-the-hatch,” but 
bream are not near as finicky and will inhale most anything 
that looks like bait. 

Good flies are too numerous to mention. Foam bugs with rub-
ber legs are a good choice, as are bugs made from cork or hard 
foam. Barr-Nun is a top brand and is a hard brand to beat.

A FLOAT IS A FLOAT 
IS A FLOAT >

Lilly Hawkins of Pearl caught 
this bluegill on a Beetle Spin 
and light spinning tackle. 

Seasonal hatches of mayflies are a popular choice for fly tiers, 
or for those wanting to buy an already tied creation. Mayfly 
hatches occur across most of Mississippi, with some around 
Pickwick and Columbus lakes being seen on local radar. 

PICK A LAKE, ANY LAKE 
When an angler considers the available options for water, the 

choices are mind-boggling; Mississippi is blessed to have so 
much fishable water. Choose your passion: fish from a boat, 
a canoe or kayak, by wading, from a pier or just off the bank; 
there is a place where you can do it. Consider state lakes and 
state-park lakes, and you’re already near 50 locations. Add 
in U.S. Forest Service Lakes such as Marathon, Okissaha and 
Davis, and the number nears 75. With the U.S. Army Corps 
Lakes and Pat Harrison Waterway lakes, there is no reason not 
to wet a line. 

Access to the internet has never been better, and anglers can 
find all the information they need by searching the name of 
the water they wish to fish. MDWFP’s website provides weekly 
fishing reports. Lake maps are available with all sorts of infor-
mation, including the location of fish attractors, boat ramps, 
depth variations and contact 
information. Pick a lake and 
check it out. Take the family 
and catch a mess of wild pro-
tein for the dinner table. ■

David Hawkins is 
a freelance writer 
living in Forest, Miss. 
He can be reached at 
hawkins2209@att.net.
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BREAM ARE 
CALLING

The red and white bobber is the most-recognizable part of an 
angler’s bream-fishing arsenal. It can be easily attached to a line, 
and adjustment is very simple. It dances on the water when the 
bait beneath it is being eaten. It is cheap and found everywhere 
tackle is sold.

Foam floats can be clipped on or rigged with the line through 
the middle, held in place by a wooden or plastic plug to deter-
mine the depth being fished. They too are inexpensive, and there 
is no end to the sizes available.

Quills are considered top-of-the-line by many panfish anglers. 
Porcupines are the main source of sale-ready quills. Quills offer 
little resistance when a fish takes the bait, and they resemble a 
reed floating vertically above the bait. 

If you turkey hunt or have a friend who does, keep some wing 
feathers and make your own bream floats. Use a sharp knife to 
remove the feathers, leaving just the quill. Attach the spring from 
a ball point pen to the bottom and glue it in place with super-
glue. Spray with a waterproof shellac and allow it to dry. Then, 
use a small rubber band or a small section of rubber hose to hold 
the line in place. ■

A FLOAT 
IS A FLOAT 
IS A FLOAT
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June is a month of great promise. High school seniors are about to 
start a great new life of learning. College graduates are embarking 
on careers and setting courses for their lives. Gardens are starting 

to grow a new crop of delicious vegetables, and mornings on a lake may 
never be more pleasant. 

The best news is, Mississippi has great bass fishing close to just about 
everybody. Be it a lake, a river or a reservoir, anglers should rejoice in the 
fact that this may be a peak year for bass fishing.

A relatively warm winter will mean a good carryover of forage fish, so 
bass will have plenty to eat. On the down side, bass will have plenty to eat, 
so an artificial offering will need to trigger a response in the bass not nec-
essarily associated with hunger. 

Jerry Brown, a fisheries biologist who is state lakes manager for the 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, points to three 
lakes in southwest Mississippi where bass anglers should set their sights. 
One is newer, the other is older and the third is very old.

Lake CaLLing panTher >

Bass
STATE LAKE

■ By David Hawkins

MISSISSIPPI ISN’T LACKING IN
WATERS THAT OFFER GREAT BASS

FISHING, AND PLENTY OF THEM ARE
OWNED AND MANAGED BY THE STATE
OR OTHER AUTHORITIES. HERE’S THE

411 ON THE BEST OF THE BEST.
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State lake bass stars

popular destination for anglers of all varieties. Crappie, bream 
and catfish have long been the mainstay, but according to 
Brown, it is a good bass-fishing destination as well.

“The 4,700-acre lake is regularly stocked with Florida-strain 
largemouth bass,” Brown said. “We sampled the lake in the 
fall of 2016. The bass population looked great — very fat and 
healthy fish. While it is not known for trophy bass, it is a lake 
where good numbers of 3- to 5-pound fish can be caught.”

Inside the crescent are shallower waters and some standing 
timber and brush. Across the lake is a long row of boat houses 
and piers where bass will be feeding on bream. Over the years, 
time and nature have caused much material to accumulate 
around these structures. A word to the wise: rig weedless.

u.s. foresT serViCe Lakes
The U.S. Forest Service can boast several fine bass lakes in 

Mississippi, including Davis Lake in Chickasaw County and 
Okhissa Lake in Franklin County. Davis is said to be the pos-
sible home of the next state record. Both lakes were engineered 
to be optimal for bass spawning. Bass like to have a level gravel 
bed for spawning, and both were designed to have level ledges 
in the shallows to promote ideal conditions. The bass have 
responded by having several years of incredible hatches. Those 
years, coupled with the release of Florida-strain fingerlings, 
allow bass anglers to feel a tug on the line.

“Both lakes are maintaining a high level of fish production,” 
said Rick Dillard, a USFS fisheries biologist. “Okhissa may have 
more slot bass than Davis, but both lakes need to have a few 
under-slot fish removed to avoid overpopulation.”

Lake CaLLing panTher
“Lake Calling Panther was built as a trophy bass lake,” 

Brown said. “The 404-acre impoundment in Copiah 
County has not been a disappointment. Three bass weigh-
ing over 10 pounds have been taken this spring, and we 
know bigger bass live in the broken timber and flooded 
forest that makes up the greater part of the lake.”

It is common knowledge that big bass prefer a large meal. 
Anglers who understand this and fish for only trophy bass 
look to very large shiners or shad and the necessary tackle 
to wrestle the brute bass from the timber. For artificial 
bait, consider a large, shad-colored bait that will mimic an 
injured minnow. Reel the bait up, then allow it to fall back. 
The slower the fall, the more realistic the bait appears, 
thus the better the chance of a inducing a strike. Keep in 
mind, big bass are lazy, they will put forth no more effort 
than needed to earn that big meal.

“Calling Panther can be challenging to fish,” Brown said. 
“Since it opened in 2006, it has been and should continue 
to produce big bass on a consistent basis. If you choose to 
use large live bait, remember there are some 20-pound plus 
catfish in there that will give you a pull on the line.”

Jeff daVis Lake
Jeff Davis Lake was renovated in 2010 and reopened in 

2013. According to Brown, a dozen or more 10-pounders 
have been caught, with many slot fish weighing up to 8 
pounds. A new lake record was set this spring with a 11.6-
pound behemoth. 

“We encourage anglers to keep smaller bass and help “We encourage anglers to keep smaller bass and help “We encourage anglers to keep smaller bass and help 
keep the bass population healthy,” Brown said. “Too many 
bass will cause the bass to compete for forage fish and not 
grow as we’d like. The lake is only 100 acres, but it is prime 
condition for bass angling.”

Some structure was left in Jeff Davis during renovation, 
and those locations are clearly noted on maps at mdwfp.
com. According to Brown, plenty of willow trees were 
flooded when the lake was refilled.

eagLe Lake
Eagle Lake is a famous fishery just north of Vicksburg. An 

oxbow separated from the Mississippi River, it has been a 

An angler works a spinnerbait over a 
hump at Neshoba County Lake, one 
of Mississippi’s state-managed lakes.
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“Davis Lake has peaked, but it is difficult to say it is in decline 
as a bass fishery,” Dillard said. “It is a spectacular bass lake, and 
even past the peak, it is better than any other lake I manage. 
Davis is still a top destination for double-digit bass.”

Dillard said Turkey Fork in the Chickasawhay National Forest 
in Greene County is a sleeper, waiting to be discovered by the 
angling public. The lake has been limed and fertilized in recent 
years and is being heavily managed. Samplings are indicating 
good numbers of bass in the 10- to 12-pound range.

“Chewalla Lake in the Holly Springs National Forest is a 260-
acre, no-wake fishing lake with Florida-strain bass approach-
ing double-digit weights.” Dillard said. “The lake is spring fed 
and can be quite cold in the upper end, where the springs fill 
the lake. In August 2016, we measured the water temperature 
at 60 degrees. Toward the dam, it was considerably warmer. 
There is a rumor we have 
stocked this lake with small-
mouths, but that is not true. 
The water in part of the lake 
is cold enough to support 
smallies, but not on a large 
scale.”

Tippah 
County 
Lake

Another state lake gaining 
attention as a bass hole is 
145-acre Tippah County Lake. 
Often overlooked as a bass 
destination, Tippah once 
held the state record for a 
largemouth weighing 14.75 
pounds.

“Tippah produces 8- to 
10-pound bass every year,” 
said Trevor Knight, MDWFP 
fisheries biologist for the 
Northeast region. “This lake 
needs to be fished, so there is 
a creel limit of 30 bass and no 
slot restriction.”

Knight said bass are rou-
tinely caught on topwater 
baits at night. The Jitterbug 
remains the most-popular 
night bait on the lake. 
Texas and Carolina rigs are 
popular around points and 
the creek channel. Knight 
recommends shallow-diving 
crankbaits around riprap 
and wooden structure.

Tenn-Tom Lakes >

DUCK BOATS

BASS BOATS

CHECK OUT WHAT

FROM

TO

FOR A FULL LINE OF GATOR TRAX BOATS, VISIT
WWW.GATORTRAXBOATS.COM

CAN DO FOR YOU

Because they contain so much structure, kayak 
fishing in state lakes is on the rise. The small 
craft easily navigate stumps and stick-ups. 
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For more information, go to PioneerBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604
or like us on Facebook at Pioneer Boats 
for the latest available information.

For more information, go to 
BullsBayBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604
or like us on
Facebook at
Bulls Bay Boats
for the latest available information.
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Tenn-Tom Lakes

“The Tenn-Tom lakes are hot and 
remain an excellent destination for bass 
anglers,” Knight said. “Bay Springs Lake 
is the northernmost impoundment and 
covers about 6,700 acres. This is one of 
those lakes where an angler could fish 
every day for a week and never throw 
in the same water twice. Plus, it is one 
of the few lakes in Mississippi where an 
angler could reel in a largemouth, small-
mouth or spotted bass on any cast.”

Knight said Bay Springs is one of the top 
spotted bass fisheries in the country due 
to the prevalence of the Alabama strain 
of spotted bass. Knight concedes that 
largemouth have become more domi-
nate in recent years with the expansion 
of hydrilla and pondweed.

“Frogs have become a popular summer-
time bait around the grass and weeds,” 
Knight said. “It used to be that Bay 
Springs was a deep-water fishery, but 
now a substantial number of largemouth 
and spotted bass are staying shallow all 
year. When the fish do go deep, football 
jigs, Carolina rigs, drop-shots and jigging 
spoons appear to be the go-to baits.”

Further south on the waterway, Knight 
points to Columbus Lake as a popu-
lar destination, and for good reason. 
Aliceville, Columbus and Aberdeen line 
up along the waterway, and what can be 
said of one can be said for all.

“Our fall sampling at Columbus Lake indi-
cated a significant improvement in bass 
health,” said Knight. “The old gravel pits on 
the lower lake and the old river runs in the 
mid-lake are prime areas to fish.”

Towboat traffic on Columbus Lake cre-
ates and interesting fishing opportunity. 
The big barges and boats move a lot 
of water, very quickly. As they displace 
the water in the channel, it flows in and 
out of feeder creeks and small oxbows. 
This moving water triggers a bass bite 
where those areas meet the main chan-
nel. To a lesser degree, the filling of the 
lock also creates a stronger current. 
These currents move baitfish, and bass 
respond from ambush points. Umbrella 
rigs around the vertical walls of the 
gravel pits will stimulate a bite. Using a 
ChatterBait or drop-shot is a good prac-
tice as well.

Pickwick Lake >

Fisheries biologists use electroshockings boats to 
check the bass population in state lakes, weighing 
and measuring before releasing them.

State lake bass stars
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Pickwick Lake
Pickwick Lake remains a vibrant loca-

tion for bass anglers. Knight reports that 
five-bass tournament limits weighing 
from 25 to 30 pounds are common. It 
also is one of the few Mississippi lakes 
where anglers can boat a largemouth, 
spotted, or smallmouth bass.

“Pickwick just never stops amazing 
me,” Knight said. “It is such a produc-
tive lake with such a wide variety of 
opportunities. Many people come to 
J. P. Coleman State Park and spend 
a week just fishing the 7,500 acres of 
Mississippi water that is just a small 
part of the 43,000-acre lake. In addition 
to bass, fishermen could encounter a walleye, sauger or yellow 
perch. Catfish are big draw, and crappie and bream get a good 
share of attention.”

“Smallmouth bass are typically caught along rock bluffs and 
gravel bars. Largemouth can be caught all over, with some fish 
staying in the grass beds, while other move to the ledges,” Knight 
said. “Deep-diving crankbaits, flutter spoons, and Texas-rigged, 
10-inch worms are popular summertime baits on the ledges. 
Umbrella rigs and jerkbaits are popular in the winter and spring.” ■

A Roosevelt State Park bass is 
ready for  release after being 
caught in Shadow Lake. 

State lake bass stars

David Hawkins is 
a freelance writer 
living in Forest, Miss. 
He can be reached at 
hawkins2209@att.net.

lunker lines >
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SCHOOL DAYS,

One of the fastest-growing youth movements across the nation 
is bass fishing. At every level from junior high to college, bass 
fishing has become a friendly but competitive activity. 

Mississippi has collegiate teams at Mississippi State University, 
Itawamba Community College and Mississippi College compet-
ing for prizes and bragging rights against teams from Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Missouri, Tennessee and beyond.

“We have a roster of about 300 youth who are fishing across 
the state,” said Tony Stephens, Mississippi Bass Nation state youth 
director. “Kids from across the state are competing with each 
other on the water and forming friendships in social media 
where they discuss fishing and fish related topics.”

Still relatively new in Mississippi, the most-recent state tourna-
ment had 85 boats entered. By contrast, Louisiana fielded 130 
boats in its championship tourney, while Alabama, which has 
had a program much longer, put 300 boats on the water.

“In bass fishing, there are no criteria for height or weight, sex or 
race,” Stephens said. “It’s friendly competition, but make no doubt 
about it, these kids are out to win. The tournaments we host are 
similar to the adult programs. Youth learn patience, persever-
ance, how to deal with winning and losing and the importance 
of fair play. Of course, they see firsthand the importance of fisher-
ies conservation and respect for our natural resources. Currently 
we host four tournaments and one state tournament.”

To learn more about this youth B.A.S.S. program visit Mississip-
piBassNation.com and click on the youth icon. ■

Bass d ys
Will Graves holds a 11.10-
pound bass he caught at 
Lake Bill Waller.
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fish BarneTT 
for The BesT 
June Bassing

Paul Elias

Lunker 
Lines

in 
June, I prefer to fish the 
Natchez Trace side of 
Ross Barnett Reservoir, 
with its numbers of 

ledges and drop-offs near shallow water, 
besides the underwater roadbeds, the 
hardbottom around the edges of the 
old river channel and bridges blown up 
before the lake was impounded. 

CrankBaiTs earLy? 
I’ll start off fishing for schooling bass 

with a Mann’s 15+ and/or a Mann’s 20+ 
crankbait in grey ghost color, since the 

bass primarily will be feeding on shad. 
I’ll use a baitcasting reel with a 6.2:1 
gear ratio spooled with 20-pound White 
Peacock fluorocarbon on a 7-foot-6, 
medium-action FX Custom cranking rod. 

I’ll overpower the 15+ crankbait to 
cause it to dig the bottom from 4 to 14 
feet. If the drop-off is deeper, I may fish 
the 20+ crankbait to keep the lure dig-
ging the bottom throughout the entire 
cast. I’ll continue that action to create a 
cloud and make sounds as the crankbait 
bumps into bottom structures. First 
thing in the morning, the crankbait will 

excite the bass, too, and cause 
them to come to the surface to 
feed on the schools of shad trav-
eling along those flats or drop-
offs. Then I can use other tactics 
to catch them.

TopwaTer 
feeding 

On my casting deck, I always 
have four different lures rigged 
on rods besides my crankbait 
rod, so when the bass begin 
surfacing, I easily can grab one. 
Usually I’ll have a walking bait 
tied on the first rod, a popping 
bait on the second, a ½-ounce 

Paul Elias, of Laurel, has 
fi shed 15 Bassmaster Classics 
with career winnings of 
over $1 million, including 
one Bassmaster Classic 
Championship. Elias also holds 
the current record for a four-
day BASS tournament weigh-in 
with 132 pounds, 8 ounces, on 
Falcon Lake in Texas.

Mann’s SpringR 
worm

Paul Elias likes to start cranking drop-offs in the early 
mornings, not only to catch schooling bass but also to 
help fire up the schools of bass to come to the surface 
where he can use other tactics to catch them. 

YoU can Keep bass at tHe sUrface bY worKinG different baits

Mann’s 20+ crankbait
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Little George with a blue back and pearl 
sides on the third and a junebug-colored 
SpringR worm on a spinning rod — all 
rigged with 15 pound bass braid and 
each with a 6-foot, 10-pound fluorocar-
bon leader. 

Generally, I’ll pick up a walking bait like 
a Zara Spook first, cast it past and walk 
it through the school. Once the school 
stops feeding on the surface, I’ll pick 
up a popping bait like a Pop-R, cast it 
past and pop it over the school to bring 
the bass back up to the surface. With 
these two baits, I’ll be fishing a 6-foot-9, 
medium action FX Custom crankbait rod 
with an 8.1:1 baitcasting reel 
spooled with 30-pound bass 
braid with a 10-foot fluorocar-
bon leader, which keeps the 
treble hooks from hanging up 
in the bass braid when I cast, 
when it hits the water, and/or 
when I’m walking or popping 
the lure. 

If the bass don’t take the 
popping bait or stop taking it, 
I’ll pick up the Little George 
and/or the crankbait, cast 
it past where I’ve seen the 
surfacing bass and retrieve 
those lures along the bot-
tom to bring the bass up to 
feed. Often, we forget that 
when a school of bass is 
feeding on the surface, stops 
and then vanishes, more 
than likely, that school is still 
holding in the same place. 
I’ll cast the Little George on 
a baitcasting reel with a 7.3:1 
gear ratio and a 7-foot-2, 
medium-action FX Custom 
rod, When the lure hits the 
water, I’ll reel it up four or five 
times before I let it fall to the 
bottom. Generally, bass will 

take the Little George as it falls. 
I’ll use a finesse tactic when the 

bass go down: a wacky rigged Mann’s 
SpringR worm with a 1/16-ounce jighead 
because a light jig allows the worm to 
fall more slowly and wiggle more as it 
falls. Ross Barnett has spotted bass that 
love this setup. 

frog the pads 
When the sun shines bright, I’ll move 

upriver and cast two colors of Super 
Frogs on 50-pound bass braid with 
7-foot-4, heavy plus, moderately fast 
FX Custom casting rods around the lily 
pads about 50 yards on either side of the 
mouths of creeks or sloughs intersecting 
the river channel. I’ll fish frogs of both 
colors until the bass tell me which color 
they prefer by the number of strikes. 

Never forget, as you idle up to the pads, 
to turn your trolling motor off, and listen 
to the popping (smacking) noises bream 
make under the pads, which means the 
bream are actively feeding. Don’t work 
the frog very fast. I’ll pull a frog onto a 
pad, let it sit there for a second, pull it 
off and then pull it onto another pad. 
Once the frog reaches an opening, I’ll 
pull it into the opening, let it sit for a 
few seconds and twitch it. I use a slow to 
medium retrieve and stop the frog where 
I think the bass will blow up through the 
water to try and eat it. When fishing the 
frog, you’ll only catch about half of the 
bass that strike, but this tactic means 
you’ll often catch some bigger bass with 
the average weight being 1½ to 3 to 4 
pounds, or perhaps a bass weighing 5 to 
7 pounds. ■

Little George

Super Frog 

gettin’ fresh >
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Bass Management 101: grow-
ing trophy bass requires 
fast growth rates and low 
mortality. Historically, harvest 

restrictions were used to lower mortal-
ity. Now, catch-and-release is practiced 
by most bass anglers and in many 
fisheries, mortality is probably as low as 
it can go. Achieving high growth rates 
remain an ongoing fishery management 
challenge. Studies focused on trophy 
bass offer insights.

Genetics
It’s well established that Florida bass — 

fish formerly called “Florida largemouth 
bass” but now recognized as a separate 
species —  grow larger than largemouth 
bass, aka northern largemouths, and 
adding Florida bass genes to a large-

mouth population increases the catch 
of trophy bass: fish exceeding 8, 10, or 
even 12 pounds. Stocking Florida bass 
creates the possibility of a lake producing 
fish weighing 10 pounds or better, but 
biologists have also learned that the first-
generation hybrid between Florida bass 
and largemouth bass also have growth 
rates similar to Florida bass.

Okay, Florida bass raise the potential 
for trophy bass catches. But what are the 
fish — the individual trophy fish — that 
the anglers are catching? 

In Texas, ShareLunker bass weighing 
more than 13 pounds are genetically 
tested, and almost all are Florida bass or 
Florida bass-northern bass hybrids with 
more than 50% Florida bass genes.

Shortly after Texas started experi-
menting with Florida bass in the 1980s, 

Oklahoma introduced Florida bass into 
their reservoirs. Genetic analyses of tis-
sue samples provided by taxidermists 
revealed 54% of 251 bass larger than 8 
pounds from 34 reservoirs were Florida 
bass, 28% were first-generation hybrids 
of Florida bass and largemouth bass, 
11% were hybrids with some Florida bass 
genes, and 11% were pure largemouths. 

The Florida bass grew significantly 
faster. Although growth in weight is not 
linear throughout the life of a bass, for 

Photo courtesy Georgia DNR

Hal Schramm

gettin’ 
fresh

Anatomy
of a trophy 
bass fishery

Hal Schramm is an avid angler and veteran 
fisheries biologist.

Lake chubsuckers are a preferred prey of large Florida 
bass. This thick-bodied fish in the sucker family may 
be important for fast growth of large bass.  

Genetics and forage are important in growing big bass
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simple comparison, the average growth rates were 1.3 pounds 
per year for Florida bass, 1.1 pounds per year for hybrids, and 
1.0 pound per year for largemouths.

Similar results have been found in other states within the 
survival zone of Florida bass, which roughly coincides with 
states south of a line from North Carolina to Oklahoma, plus 
eastern Virginia.

Clearly, the presence of Florida bass and their hybrid with 
largemouth bass raise the chances of catching a trophy bass if 
the fishery is within the survival zone of Florida bass. But also 
note that Florida bass genes are not essential for producing 
largemouth bass weighing 8 pounds or more, as evident from 
numerous records of double-digit fish from northern states 

The enVironmenT
A study in Florida also used taxidermist-provided data to 

measure growth rates of 827 Florida bass 10 pounds and larger 
from 211 lakes throughout Florida. Biologists from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission found growth 
rates of trophy bass declined from south to north, an expected 
consequence of the number of days when temperature 
exceeded 50o F. Growth rate was also positively related to mea-
sures of aquatic ecosystem productivity: more nutrients, more 
forage, faster-growing bass.

The Florida biologists provided an in-depth comparison of 
two lakes: Lake Pasadena, which had the highest number of 
trophy Florida bass per acre, and Lake Thonotosassa, which 
had the fastest growth rate (measured as length) of trophy bass 
of the lakes studied. Although only observations of single lakes, 
the comparison suggests several interesting implications. 

Growth rates of Florida bass in Lake Pasadena were average. 
Hydrilla covered a large portion of the lake. The fish assem-
blage was dominated by centrarchids ( fish in the sunfish fam-
ily), primarily largemouth bass and bluegills. Golden shiners 
were abundant, but lake chubsuckers had the highest standing 
crop by weight of non-centrarchid fishes. Shad were scarce. 
Although bluegill were more abundant than lake chubsuckers, 
lake chubsuckers were the dominant food consumed by large 
Florida bass.

Lake Thonotosassa was hypereutrophic (excessive nutrients), 
lacked aquatic macrophytes, and shad were 72% of the fish bio-
mass. Although bass growth rates were fast, growth in weight 
slowed beginning at age 6. By contrast, growth in weight of 
Lake Pasadena bass rapidly accelerated at age 6. Although the 
abundant shad provided good forage for fast growth to about 
18 inches, thick-bodied lake chubsuckers may be a better for-
age for growing truly large Florida bass.

Good management is directed by good science, and it is not 
possible to make reliable, scientifically valid conclusions from 
only two lakes that differ in many ways. The Florida study 
reverberates that Florida bass grow large, but it also suggests 
that environmental factors affect growth rates and, thus, tro-
phy bass output.

Of particular interest for future fishery management efforts 
to produce trophy bass fisheries is the importance of desirable 
forage for the largest bass in the population. This thought may 
be as applicable to largemouth bass as Florida bass. ■

A 12-pound, 10-ounce 
largemouth bass caught by 
Ben Davis in Bay Springs Lake 
in 2006. The genetics of this 
giant are not known, but 
this fish was spawned before 
Florida bass were routinely 
stocked in Mississippi lakes.

www.tims-marine.com
504-682-5252
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Take your 

shot! Boat docks are an 
often-overlooked 
form of cover for 

post-spawn crappie. 
This technique will 
help you get baits 

back where the big 
ones hide.

■ By Phillip Gentry
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love to hold tight to structure during the spawn, 
and if that structure happens to be a pier or boat 
dock with sufficient water under it, they will stay 

there through the summer, because the overhead shade pro-
vides relief from the sun.

The only problem with fishing these structures is that crappie 
often hold way back under the docks, where it’s almost impos-
sible to reach them with a jig pole. In order to get your bait to 
the fish, you may need to move a crappie jig horizontally as 
much as 20 feet. That’s why dock-shooting was invented; it’s a 
technique that works great for catching crappie.

Kent Driscoll, a professional crappie fisherman and pro staffer 
for B’n’M Poles, couldn’t agree more. Docks provide structure, 
cover, food and a variety of water depths so crappie can find 
comfortable water temperatures.

In summer, Driscoll passes on docks that span shallow water, 
looking for larger structures that cover more surface area and 

span deeper water.
“Summer docks are definitely deeper docks, depending on 

where you are and what lake you are fishing,” Driscoll said.  
“When I say deep, we’re talking 10 to 20 feet deep. The deeper 
docks are, honestly, a little bit easier to fish than the shallow 
docks; the fish aren’t as spooky. I usually see the fish spend the 
summer in the deeper water.”

Finding the right dock is no longer a game of checking every 
dock with multiple casts until you find the fish. Driscoll turns 
on his sonar unit and spends the first part of the day scanning 
boat docks. With today’s forward-scanning technology, half the 
battle is won simply by locating fish.

“The key with today’s electronics is just scanning these docks,” 
he said. “We’ve gotten to the point now we can ride by a dock, 
look under the dock with my Garmin Panoptix unit and tell if 
it holds fish or not. I’ll see exactly where those fish are: where 
they’re positioned, how deep they are. Are they relating to the 

Take your shot!

S lab-sized crappie 
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The art of shooting docks is a skill no crappie angler should 
be without. Shooting a jig allows an angler to present a bait 
well back under a dock or other overhead structure that 
couldn’t otherwise be reached. Here’s a few simple steps to 
master the skill:

• Technique. First, open the bail on your spinning reel and 
let out line until you have about half the length of the rod 
hanging, then snub the line to the spool or the rod with the 
index finger on your reel hand. Look down the bend of the 
rod to gauge where the rod is aimed. Grab the jig by the 
head with two fingers with the hook point up. Keep your 
jig hand open with the other fingers spread away from the 
hook to avoid sticking yourself on launch. Pull the jig back 
toward you until you have a significant bend in the rod, then 
release the jig. As the jig leaves your hand, release the line 
from your reel. Raise the rod tip slightly to keep the jig on 
course. Watch the line after the jig has started to sink, most 
strikes will be light, noticed only by a twitch in the line.

• Timing. This is critical in shooting jigs. Do not release the jig 
and the line at the same time. Allow that split second for the 
rod to rocket the jig forward before releasing the line. Too much 
line out is hard to control, too little throws off your timing. 

• Equipment. A fast-action graphite rod makes for a good 
shooting rod. Ideal choices are from 4½ to 6½ feet long. A 
wide-diameter spool allows line to peel off faster and easier 
than a narrow spool. Monofilament is a must. Crappie may 
shy away from braided line in clear, shallow water and a little 
bit of stretch is necessary to get off good shots. Light line 
shoots best; 4- to 6-pound is ideal. Heavier line is too stiff.

• Set up. The lower the shooter is to the water, the easier it 
is to shoot parallel to the water. Shooting from a higher van-
tage point will cause the jig to cut into the water rather than 
skip across the surface. ■

poles or the beams? Is there a boat lift? Is there 
structure underneath the dock? You can see it all.”

Once you find fish, getting a bait to them with an 
appealing presentation is not as easy as it sounds. 
Most docks are considered fair game, free to fish 
from a boat, but likely trespassing if the anglers 
steps onto or even touches the dock. That’s where 
shooting docks come in to play.

“Everybody knows the most-productive docks 
are usually the hardest ones to get to,” he said. 
“It’s kind of like bowhunting. Dock-shooting is 
all about being very precise and placing that jig 
in the right spot, getting it in the strike zone and 
keeping it there for the fish.”

After the shot, leave the bail of the reel 
open and let the jig sink slowly and 
naturally through the water column.

Shooting docks involves hand-eye 
coordination to bend the rod tip 
back, release the jig and the line 
and keep the bait moving horizon-
tally, close enough to the water’s 
surface to get it well back under 
the dock structcure.
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How to shoot 
a dock
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Take your shot!

H aving identified a dock he wants to fish, Driscoll’s 
next concern is boat positioning. Shooting docks 
in the summer means fish can either be deep or 
tucked just below the surface, under the dock.

“Boat control is going to be real important, too. You’ve got 
to be able to hold your boat pretty still while that jig sinks,” he 
said. “That’s kind of the benefit of the deeper docks. You fish a 
little bit deeper; you don’t spook them as much. You’ve got to 
get into that sweet spot, and usually that sweet spot is against 
the walkway, and it’s in between the dock itself and the actual 
boat itself. That’s usually going to be your darkest spot.”

Another part of the equation is line diameter. The lighter the 
line, the further the shot, but lighter line also hinders retrieving 
a larger fish that decides to rub some structure on the way out.

“Four-pound is my standard,” Driscoll said. “I’ve tried fluoro-
carbon, but it can be stiff. I’d recommend 4-pound mono, and if 
you get into really heavy cover and start breaking off or catch-
ing bigger fish, maybe bump up to 6-pound. High-vis works in 
stained water, but you probably want a clear line or a clear blue 
line for clear-water lakes.”

Line-watching is key to detecting bites. Driscoll describes two 
important aspects of line watching while the jig is descending 
under the dock.

“Two things you need to know,” he said.  “No. 1, it’s all about 
line watching. When that line stops, more than likely the fish 
has sucked it in. And in the summer, the fish aren’t near as 
active as the bite during the spring, so your strike is a lot more 
subtle so it is crucial you watch the line.”

“No. 2, instead of engaging the spool the minute the jig hits 

the water, leave that spool open,” he said. “You might pull back 
twice with the spool open, and that’ll let that jig fall faster and 
get it in the strike zone quicker, but also be watching for the 
line to stop as the jig falls.”

Finally, Driscoll winds up his discussion of dock-shooting with 
the perfect jig. In reality, there is no one perfect jig, it’s a matter of 
matching your bait, and it’s weight with your current situation.

“The two types of jigs that I primarily use are solid-body jigs 
and hair jigs,” said Driscoll. “Solid-body jigs skip, and especially 
in a tight spot where maybe you’ve got a low ceiling, you can 
aim the jig, hit the water and skip it an additional 15 or 20 feet.  
Hair jigs do not skip like a solid body. A Bobby Garland Baby 
Shad is a killer for skipping.”

“Now, the flip side of that is hair. Black crappie love a hair jig,” 
he said. “It’s got a little bit more action. It breaths as it falls. You 
get the flutter effect, which is important, but hair won’t skip. 
You’ve just got to figure the pattern out. Every day is a little bit 
different. I tell everybody you need to have both. It’s really just 
trial-and-error.” ■
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Numerous jigs will work for shoot-
ing docks, you often need to change 
baits until you find which bait is 
working best on a given day.

Phillip Gentry is a 
freelance outdoor writer 
and photographer who 
says that if it swims, walks, 
hops, flies or crawls he’s 
usually not too far behind.

Add a slip cork 
to your shot >
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Take your shot!

Boat docks are great locations, as post-spawn crappie gravitate 
to docks adjacent to deep water that provide food, shade and 
security for spawn-weary fish.

“If I had to pick the most important feature of a boat dock to 
fish for crappie, it would have to be how close is it to deep water” 
said Mike Walters, a pro crappie angler. “If a dock has lights and 
rod holders all around it, a lot of guys always assume that’s a 
great place to find crappie because more than likely the owner 
has brush piles or stakebeds nearby. The truth is, if the dock isn’t 
located in the right area, depth-wise, all that structure isn’t going 

to change a bad location into 
a good spot.”

Once he’s found a dock he 
wants to fish, Walters pulls 
out B’n’M’s Sharpshooter 6 
dock-shooting rod and, with 
the accuracy of a Wild West 
marksman, puts his jig in 
places most people never see, 
much less fish. But he also has 
a little secret that helps him 
both slow his presentation 
and detect bites when the 
going is tough.

He uses a grape-sized ice 
float on the line above his jig. 
This allows him to fish docks 
without worrying about the 
jig getting hung up in struc-
ture under the dock.

“I rig the float like a slip-cork” 
Walters said. “Crappie typically 
aren’t too deep when they 
move in around boat docks, 
so I’ll adjust the stop to just 
a foot or so up the line. The 
other advantage is that the 
cork and jig stay together 
when cast and then separate 
once the float hits the water.”

Walters said boat positioning 
is critical when shooting docks 
and urges anglers not to grab 
hold of the dock — which 
may be considered trespass-
ing — but to work the dock 
systematically from deep to 
shallow all the way around 
until crappie are located. ■

Add a slip cork to 
your shot

Adding a tiny slip cork on 
the line above of the jig 
will help suspend the bait 
and add weight to the 
shot for attaining further 
distance on the shot.

1208 Old Fannin Road
Brandon, MS 39047
601-919-0919
www.rjsoutboard.com

Since 1980
Over 70 Years of Service Experience!
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I t’s June, and hunting season is open — that’s right, 
Magnolia State hunters have options. It’s open season on 
Mississippi’s nuisance animals. As a matter of fact, this 
season never closes.

Mississippi Code – Title 40 for Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks – 
Part 2, Chapter 7 for nuisance animals, says that “Landowners 
and any leaseholders may hunt nuisance animals year-round 
at any time day or night with no weapon/caliber restrictions on 
property titled in their name or otherwise owned, or leased by 
them.” Anyone night-hunting on private land or leased land will 
need a permission letter that’s signed and dated, with contact 
info of the landowner/leaseholder, contact info of the permit-
ted person and with an expiration date.

Several animals are defined as nuisance animals in 
Mississippi: beaver, coyote, fox, nutria, skunk and wild hogs. 
Whether you’re targeting animals inflicting damage to prop-
erty or ponds, protecting livestock or pets, keeping varmints 
away from your home, or just plain hunting them for sport—
Mississippi is a target-rich environment.

WHICH TO TARGET? >

EMBRACE THE 
NIGHT
OPTIONS FOR HUNTING 
AFTER DARK ARE MANY FOR 
MISSISSIPPI SPORTSMEN; 
CHOOSE A TARGET, GET YOUR 
EQUIPMENT AND HAVE A BALL.

■ By Andy Douglas
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“When we realized coyotes were the cause of the disappear-
ance of some of our barn cats and my favorite cat, Buddy, 
my husband and I purchased a thermal scope to mount on 
our Remington .22-250 bolt-action rifle,” said Lisa Douglas, a 
Lincoln County resident. “We’ve taken out half a dozen cat-
killers in less than a year.”

Calling in fields and clear cuts at night is the best way to tar-
get coyotes. Still-hunting is also an option, especially in places 
with more homes. Towns and cities will have their ow,n special 
regulations if there is enough of a problem. Always consider the 
wind; you can’t get past their keen nose. And remember that it’s 
illegal to bait coyote.

Fox is another predator that can be targeted a lot like coyote. 
They usually won’t bother pets but can harass people’s chick-
ens and eat some plants from gardens. Spot-and-stalk around 
a garden or chicken coop 
or calling will work at 
night for fox.

EMBRACE THE NIGHT

This coyote hasn’t got very long to live, 
after wandering into range of the author’s 
rifle, rigged for hunting after dark.

WHICH TO TARGET?
Beavers are large, furbearing herbivorous rodents with 

flat, scaly tails that build dams and underwater houses 
out of sticks and mud. They will eat water plants and the 
bark, twigs and leaves of many different trees. They live 
near any water body they can impound, including rivers, 
streams, creeks, lakes and ponds. They build dams to 
flood areas for better access to their food sources and to 
hide from predators.

Trapping is said to be the best way to remove beavers, but 
for the night hunter, there is opportunity. Spot an area with 
a beaver dam or beaver sign during daylight hours and 
return when it’s dark — you’re sure to get a shot, and it’s a 
lot less trouble than trapping. Persistence will rid you of 
any beaver problems.

Nutria are another furbearing aquatic rodent with 
webbed back feet. Widely known as nutria rat, river rat and 
sometimes coypu, they are native to South America but 
are found in several southern states, including Mississippi. 
They can cause major damage to levees due to their bur-
rowing activities and can also destroy native vegetation, 
causing erosion.

Hunters can find nutria in the same places as beaver and 
can target them in the same ways. If someone has a prob-
lem with these rodents, it will be obvious.

Skunks aren’t something you want to take lightly when 
hunting. You know what can happen if things go bad; it 
could be a stinky situation. Skunks come out at night and 
can wreak havoc on farmers’ feed and grain storages. They 
are unwelcomed guests to most homes and farms.

If you want to target skunks, find a farmer who has any 
type of feed or grain stored; you will probably be wel-
comed. Spot-and-stalk is the best method for targeting 
skunks, just don’t get too close.

Coyotes are at the top of the hit list for nuisance ani-
mals. There’s a place for them in the ecosystem, but left 
unchecked, the coyote population can get out of hand. 
These varmints can be found anywhere in wild or rural 
Mississippi. There are growing problems with them in 
urban areas and municipalities as they prey on family pets.



www.MS-Sportsman.com June 2020 | Mississippi Sportsman 45

WHY HUNT AT NIGHT? >

The author is keeping the coyote population in 
check around his residence. Thermal optics helped 
him take this one 30 minutes before dawn.

Wild hogs are by far the No. 1 nuisance animal. They destroy 
agriculture, farms, wildlife habitat, and people’s yards. This 
invasive species is hated by many.

The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
says that trapping is the best method to control wild hogs, and 
that shooting them compliments control efforts. Night hunters 
can target specific hogs, and the biggest hogs which are always 
the smartest.

“Spot-and-stalk is very effective when it comes getting close 
enough for a kill shot,” said Jason Robertson of The Late Night 
Vision Show podcast and YouTube channel. “It’s not difficult to get 
within 50 yards of them, but they have a keen sense of smell, so 
you must have the right wind. Hunting over bait works well, too.”

Wild hogs are the only nuisance animal that may be taken 
with the use of bait. If you plan to bait hogs, please be sure to 
read over the regulations on the MDWFP website under wild-
life and hunting/wild hog program.

ARE YOU A
SPORTSMAN
SUBSCRIBER?
then you are already 
a member

Simply log in to get full 
web access on all smart 
devices and our monthly 
print magazine

GO SPORTSMAN: 
MS-SPORTSMAN.COM
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WHY HUNT AT NIGHT?
The best reason to chase nuisance animals at night is because 

these critters are mainly nocturnal. You can occasionally find 
them during daylight, but you will have greater success locat-
ing them when it’s dark. Some can be called, and calling yields 
better results at night.

Night-hunting is quickly becoming popular across the nation, 
and Mississippians are not being left out of the action. Thanks 
to up-to-date digital night vision, thermal-imaging optics, tube-
style night vision, and modern LED hunting lights, sportsmen 
and women can effectively hunt legal animals at night-time.

It’s also more tolerable for the hunter at night, considering 
Mississippi’s summer temperatures, and the animals are more 
apt to be on the move.

TOOLS OF THE TRADE
Old-school, traditional ways of night-hunting are legal and 

still apply today. The use of lights is allowed for targeting nui-
sance animals. Grandpa’s old million candle-power Q-beam is 
legal, and so is the latest LED style like the Wicked Lights A67ic 
3-color-in-1(red-green-white) that can be mounted above a 
hunting rifle’s scope.

The pros of using lights are the lower cost of equipment, ease 
of use and a positive identification of the game. The cons would 
be spooking game. It’s said that animals are not as wary of red 
and green lights as white light. But if a hunter illuminates an 
area and doesn’t quickly get the light shining in their eyes, the 
game will be alerted to a hunter’s presence.

Night-vision use, whether it’s digital or tube-style (Gen 1, 2, or 
3), is a highly efficient and stealthy way to get close enough to 
varmints at night without spooking them. Tube-style utilizes 
whatever light is available, such as moonlight and starlight, but 

can also be used with an external infrared illuminator. Digital 
night vision needs an external illuminator to be effective, but it’s 
possible to use it without an illuminator on a well moon-lit night.

The pros of night vision are good detection, positive identifica-
tion of game, and it won’t spook game unless a hunter is close 
enough to an animal that may see the small red glow of an 
illuminator. The cons are costs: Gen 2 and 3 night vision starts 
getting expensive, while entry level digital night vision optics 
can be had starting around $500 and range to near $1,300.

Thermal optics is where it’s at. It’s is the latest and greatest 
method for night hunting that’s sweeping across the nation, 
and it’s here to stay. Thermal can be used in any lighting condi-
tions and can’t be beat in total darkness. It detects heat signa-
tures of all objects and animals and produces the image on a 
screen inside the optic.

The pros are ease of use; it can be used in total darkness, will 
not spook game, has great identification range, and superb 
detection — nothing can hide from thermal, and game can be 
detected hundreds of yards away. The cons are costs and avail-
ability of some optics.

“Set a budget, and stick to it,” Robertson said. “Budget is the No. 1 
concern of thermal-optic buyers, and especially first-time buyers.”

Entry level thermals are more than $1,000 and range to better 
than $10,000. There is good news on costs: several manufactur-
ers have developed and sell quality thermal scopes in the $2,000 
to $3,000 price range. On 
availability, thermal demands 
have led to waiting lists on 
some popular models. ■

EMBRACE THE NIGHT

Andy Douglas is an outdoor 
writer and photographer 
from Brookhaven. A native of 
Lincoln County, he’s chased 
deer, turkeys, bass and most 
anything else the past 35 
years. He lives the outdoor 
lifestyle and is passionate 
about sharing that with others 
through stories and photos.

A big wild hog shows up under 
night-vision optics, making for a 
relatively easy shot.
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In Mississippi, nuisance 
animals may be taken by 
landowners and leaseholders 
year-round, at any time of day 
or night, with no weapon/
caliber restriction on private 
lands. If you intend to target 
nuisance animals, including 
hogs, on public lands, be sure 
to research and know the 
applicable laws and rules for 
the area you intend to hunt. 
National forest land regula-
tions will differ from WMA 
regulations, and rules will differ 
between WMAs.

Here are some common 
sense and courtesy precautions 
night hunters should take:

• Contact your local sheriff’s 
office and let them know of 
your night hunting plans;

• Be sure of your target. A 
positive identification is nec-
essary; shooting non-target 
species such as deer or bear 
carries stiff penalties;

• Be familiar with what’s in 
your hunting area. Know 
where all houses, roads, towns, 
etc., are located;

• Be considerate of your 
neighbors or adjacent land-
owners and let them know 
of your hunting plans before 
shooting at night. ■

RECOMMENDATIONS AND 
CONSIDERATIONS FOR 

night 
hunting

EMMETT’S MARINE
358 Dale Trail • Brookhaven, MS 39601

(601) 833-2277
WWW.EMMETTSMARINE.COM

MORE OPTIONS 
FOR MISSISSIPPI 
NIGHT-HUNTERS >

Make sure you notify 
landowners and law-
enforcement officials 
that you are planning 
on hunting at night.
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EMBRACE THE NIGHT

Mississippi hunters have options for night-hunting in addition to 
nuisance animals. Raccoons, opossum and bobcats should be under 
consideration, but they do have set seasons. The MDWFP website 
says that raccoon, opossum, and bobcats may be hunted at night, 
with or without the use of a light. Here are the seasons on these:

• Raccoon, July 1-Sept. 30, 1 per party per night
• Opossum, raccoon and bobcat, Oct. 1- 31 (Food and sport) 5 per 

day, 8 per party
• Opossum, raccoon and bobcat, Nov. 1-Feb. 28 (Food, sport, and 

pelt). No limit. ■

MORE OPTIONS FOR MISSISSIPPI 

night 
hunters

Raccoons are a possible after-dark 
target for Mississippi hunters — 
within certain seasons. 

Andy Douglas
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EVOLVED PRO-GRO 
FOOD-PLOT SEED

MILLENNIUM SPYDERLOK ROD TREE

Sportsmen who are committed to 
improving the land where they hunt 
through food plots aren’t necessarily the 
best farmers, so every little bit of help they 
can get is great.

That’s where Evolved’s new Pro-Gro 
food-plot seeds come in. The proprietary, 
bio-stimulant seed-coating process helps 
produce bigger roots that grow deeper, 
resulting in stronger plants that can 
withstand weather extremes. The seed 
can adjust to a variety of soil conditions, 
and the coating ensures that each seed 
can reach its potential. The result? Larger 
plants and more forage per acre, which 
means more forage for deer to eat and 

Millennium Marine’s Spyderlok Rod Tree is 
made for fishermen who want to separate baits 
they’re trolling or drifting.

The Rod Tree, made from anodized aluminum 
with stainless steel hardware, features three 
rod holders with oversized tubes for quick rod 
removal, gimbals in the bottom to prevent the 
rod from turning or twisting, and a durable rub-
ber boat to protect rod handles. 

The Rod Tree swivels 360 degrees horizontally 
and 180 degrees vertically. Anglers can adjust 
and position the rod holders as needed to 
spread their baits. A rod tree on each side of the 

bow or stern will allow six baits or lures to be 
positioned to run at different distances from the 
boat, and/or at different depths. It mounts on a 
base-plate or track system, and the mounting 
plate is flush with the carpet, preventing any 
stubbed toes.

Two knobs allow for easy removal or adjust-
ment of individual rod holders.

The Rod Tree measures 31x6.5x30.
MSRP: $199.99.
For more info, visit: productwebsite.com. 

SPORTSMAN
SHOWCASE

MILLENNIUM SPYDERLOK ROD TREE

means more forage for deer to eat and 

Millennium Marine’s Spyderlok Rod Tree is 
made for fishermen who want to separate baits 
they’re trolling or drifting.

The Rod Tree, made from anodized aluminum 
with stainless steel hardware, features three 
rod holders with oversized tubes for quick rod 
removal, gimbals in the bottom to prevent the 
rod from turning or twisting, and a durable rub-
ber boat to protect rod handles. 

The Rod Tree swivels 360 degrees horizontally 
and 180 degrees vertically. Anglers can adjust 
and position the rod holders as needed to 
spread their baits. A rod tree on each side of the 

BLACKJACK 256 COASTAL
BlackJack Boats has added a new center console model to 

it 2020 line, the 256 Coastal, which is sure to be a hit among 
inshore and nearshore fishermen.

Combining elements of offshore boats and bay boats, the 
256 Coastal measures 25-foot-6, with a deeper casting deck 
and open stern deck to increase inshore fishability without 
sacrificing the ability to head offshore for bluewater battles.

The 256 Coastal has an 8-foot-6 beam 
and drafts 16 to 18 inches of water. It is 

rated for 400 HP, has an 80-gallon fuel capacity and weighs 
2,900 pounds.

A 75-quart YETI cooler is the forward console seat, and the 
256 Coastal has three fish boxes, a fiberglass leaning post, 
four rod-holders, storage and livewell.

Inshore fishermen will love the 6-gauge trolling motor har-
ness, plus an insulated forward baitwell with a re-circulator 

and fill
For more info, visit: blackjackboats.com

bigger, healthier animals.
New for 2020 are five different seed 

mixes: Rack ‘Em Raddish (2-pound bag), 
Sugar Beets & Bulbs (2-pound bag), Turnip 

(2½  -pound bag), Mean Bean (10-pound 
bag) and Clover (2- and 4-pound bags).

MSRP: $19.99 to $34.99
For more info, visit: evolved.com.
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P ro angler Clent Davis picked 
just the right soft-plastic bait 
for his 4-year-old daughter to 
use on a half-day bass-fishing 

trip in late April on Lay Lake in east-
central Alabama.

Davis, a Bassmaster Elite Series pro 
from Montevallo, Ala., had Kayt, who 
caught the first bass of her life March 
16, casting and catching fish on Mister 
Twister’s new 4-inch Tri-Com Sassy 
Swimmer, which is scheduled to hit the 
market in June.

Davis, his daughter and his cousin, Matt 
Davis, all fished the Sassy Swimmer on 

handmade, ¼-ounce ball-head jigs, land-
ing 15 to 20 spotted bass in about four  
hours. It was one of his best outings with 
the new soft plastic from Mister Twister.

“We had a blast catching spotted bass 
just off points. They were feeding up, just 
eating any shad that swims by … or the 
swimbait,” Davis said.

It was one of those cases where bass 
resisted anything but Sassy Swimmers 
— and Davis believes he knows why. The 
Sassy Swimmer’s tail design is ideal for 
bass that don’t want a big, thumping tail. 
And there are many times when the bass 
are in that mode.

Davis has fished it successfully many 
other ways to put bass big and small in 
his boat. They are effective on a shaky 
head jig when the bite’s tough and 
Carolina-rigged, he said.

“It’s got a lot of uses, definitely,” he said, 
noting it shines as a soft-plastic trailer on 
swim jigs, bladed jigs and spinnerbaits.

Greg Yates of Oak Point, Texas, agrees. A 

Don Shoopman

Lure 
review

Mister Twister 
Sassy Swimmer
Swimbait is a great jig, spinnerbait trailer, 
but it works great when rigged by itself

Don Shoopman fishes for freshwater and 
saltwater species mostly in and around the 
Atchafalaya Basin and Vermilion Bay. He 
moved to the Sportsman’s Paradise in 1976, 
and he and his wife June live in New Iberia. 
They have two grown sons.
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veteran pro angler and angler relations 
manager for the Bass Pro Shops/Cabela’s 
Big Bass Tour, said the Sassy Swimmer 
can’t be beat as a soft plastic trailer.

Mostly, Yates said, it doesn’t overpower 
the swim jig or bladed jig. In other 
words, while it has its own action, the 
Sassy Swimmer lets those jigs do what 
they’re designed to do.

“It’s absolutely magic on a swim jig. 
I see this bait being a superior trailer 
than others on the market,” Yates said, 
citing its soft, thin, ribbed body as the 
major reason.

What the new soft plastic really, really 
has going for it, Davis and Yates said, is 
one of the reasons it was created: the 
sharp, enticing triple-color look. The 
Sassy Swimmer is the first artificial lure 
in the TRI-COM series, according to a 
spokesman for Mister Twister, the lure 
manufacturer based in Minden. 

Davis and Yates began using them 
consistently in January. All 16 TRI-COM 
colors impress them tremendously.

“They look great; they really do. They 
definitely did a great job with the colors,” 
said Davis, who said his favorites are pro 
blue chartreuse and AYU.

Yates, who fishes the oft-stained waters 
of Lake Fork and Lake Ray Roberts, said 
the lemon-melon shad can’t be beat in 
those waters and in Louisiana waters.

“Every time. I really, really like that the 
best. It’s got white and chartreuse to it 
and a little green pumpkin down the 
center. I love whites and chartreuses,” 
he said.

Yates said the new soft plastic triggered 
plenty of bites when he fished in Florida.

“I’ve had it actually since the first part of the year. I got to 
try it out in Florida in January. I was lucky to be in Florida 
… bass are in all three stages then — prespawn, spawn and 
post-spawn. You get a good read on a bait. It’s a great time 
to try one out, for sure. It did good. It performed beyond 
expectations,” he said.

Davis said it can be thrown on a spinning combo as well 
as a baitcasting rod and reel. 

“They’re not too big for a spinning rod and not too small 
for a baitcaster,” he said.

“It’s not too small. I think it’s (4-inch) a great size for it,” 
he said. ■

For more information about the Sassy Swimmer and other 
Mister Twister products, go to www.mistertwister.com or call 
318-377-8818.

SALTWATER

FRESHWATER

FISH Species (Inland waters)	 Minimum Size Limit	 Creel Limit (per day)

Crappie/Panfish #	          %	 30 crappie, 100 bream

Largemouth, smallmouth, 	          %	 10 in combination
spotted bass 	  	  

Channel catfish	 No more than 1 over 34”	 None +

Blue catfish	 No more than 1 over 34”	 None +

Flathead catfish	 No more than 1 over 34”	 None +

Striped bass or hybrid bass	          15”	 6 in combination

Mountain Trout (Lake Lamar Bruce)	 No restrictions	 3

Sauger	           %	 10 

Walleye	           %	 3

Alligator gar/paddlefish	 No fish over 30” in creel	 2

TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout 
to middle of fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of 
body from tip of upper jaw to fork of the tail).

+ In Lake Okhissa, 5 per day, in ReCon Lake and all MDWFP lakes, 10 per day

% For lake-specific regs, see MDWFP’s Regulations Digest or www.mdwfp.com/

# In Lake Okhissa and Percy Quin State Park, the creel limit is 50 per day.

 * Possession of certain species of sharks is prohibited.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES	 Minimum Lengths	 Creel Limit (per person)

Greater amberjack	 34” FL	 1/day
Blue marlin	 99” LJFL	 no limit
White marlin	 66” LJFL	 no limit
Sailfish	 63” LJFL	 no limit
Sharks (large coastal/pelagic)@	 37” TL*	 1/day or 3/boat
Sharks@ 	 25” TL*	 4/day
Cobia 	 33” FL	 2 per day
Redfish (red drum)	 18” minimum
		  30” maximum TL	 3/day (1 over 30”)
Flounder (state waters)	 12” TL 	 15/day
Groupers (black and gag)	 24” TL@	 4/day aggregate
Hogfish	 12” FL@	 5/day	
Red, yellowfin grouper	 20” TL@	 4/day
Scamp grouper	 16” TL@	 4/day
Speckled hind/Warsaw grouper	 no minimum@	 1/day each
Gray/schoolmaster/cubera/ 	 12” TL@	 10/day aggregate
mahoghany/yellowtail/dog snapper
Mutton snapper	 16” TL@	 10/day
Queen/blackfin/silk/winchman snapper  none@	 10/day aggregate
Vermillion/lane snapper	 10”/8” TL@	 20/day aggregate
Gray triggerfish	 14” FL@	 20/day 
Golden/blueline/anchor/blackline tilefish none@	 20/day
King mackerel	 24” FL@	 2/day
Spanish mackerel 	 no minimum size@	 15/day
Yellowfin tuna	 27” CFL@	 3/day
Bigeye tuna 	 27” CFL@	 no limit
Tripletail	 18” TL	 3/day
Spotted sea trout (speckled)	 15”	 15/day

@ For openings and closings of federally regulated fish and updated size limits, visit 
gulfcouncil.org.

Not an official document.  
Refer to MDWFP’s official regs 

guide, www.dmr.ms.gov,  or 
www.mdwfp.com.

2019-20
Mississippi
Fishing regulations
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o 
ver the course of my angling 
life, I’ve experienced, 
first-hand, the evolution 
of tackle within the indus-

try. From NED Rigs and Glide baits to 
braided line and terminal tackle, with 
every passing year, something new goes 
to market that gets us excited about the 
art of fishing.

Recently, I had that experience when 
I came across the Eye Strike Texas Eye 
finesse Jighead.

For those that don’t know, the Texas Eye 
jighead is a “swing head” weight-and-
hook combo. In other words, the weight 
located on the front of the 3/0 Mustad 
hook has free range of motion, unlike 
a traditional jighead style, allowing it 
to “swing” side-to-side. Paired with an 
super-sharp and strong, offset wide-gap 
hook, it’s designed is to let an angler fish 
the lure snagless, depending on the spot 
within their fishery. For me, that area is 
on the seagrass-laden flats of the Upper 

Laguna Madre.
Skeptical at first, I heeded the encour-

agement of Dave Fladd, the owner of 
Eye Strike Fishing and the jighead’s 
designer. Promising to send me a few to 
try, I politely declined and headed to the 
local Bass Pro Shops to buy the basics. 
Months later, I’m glad I listened to his 
advice. Lately, it’s been a huge part of my 
fishing arsenal for targeting big fish in 
areas with higher than normal structure. 
It allows me to fish at a slower pace, vary 
the profile of my offering and add an 
unseen action to most inshore areas.

siZe anD ProFiLe
Undoubtedly, fish feed off of instinct to 

which size and profile play a vital role. 
Because the jighead is detached from 
the hook, the size of the soft plastic 
you choose varies largely on the situ-
ation you’re fishing. My general rule 
of thumb is start with a 5-inch, soft-
plastic jerkshad (non-paddletail). It is 

a great all-around profile that has great 
castability as well as silhouette. My 
preferred brands are the ZMan Finesse 
ShadZ, Cajun Lures Zydeco Shad and 
MirrOlure Provoker. 

However, larger and smaller plastics 
have also been working extremely well, 
especially given the variable conditions 
here on the Texas Coast. Hard, prevailing 
winds, along with mud/sand sediment 
quickly cloud the water column. In this 
particular instance, I’ve found better suc-
cess on a 6-inch Gambler Flapp’n Shad. 
The added inch, along with the exagger-
ated tail, increases my profile exponen-
tially — giving big fish a bigger target in 
dirty water. Lately, in remarkably clean 

teXas eye Jig Changes 
your Lure Presentation

Chris Bush

sPeCKLeD 
truth

Chris Bush is an Air Force offi  cer and a licensed 
charter captain, husband and father. He spends 
his time targeting big speckled trout and shar-
ing knowledge on his website, Speckled Truth.

Christopher Bush

The author has added a new, 
improved jighead to the arsenal 
he takes to the water when he’s 
targeting trophy speckled trout.
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water with areas with dense grass, I’ve downsized my profile by 
using an Optimum Baits Victory Tail Shad. This slender minnow 
imitation has quiet water entry and a diminished presence, not 
off-putting to any big fish laying low in a high pressure situation. 
However, here’s the key, and why the swinghead makes the dif-
ference. Regardless as to whether you go big or small, the Texas 
Eye allows you to present the bait exactly the same, every time 
— which leads me to action.

ACTION, FISHABILITY
The action is unlike anything these fish have seen. Despite 

swingheads being in the freshwater market for some time, Eye 
Strike modified it to meet inshore anglers’ needs. Instead of the 
traditional “football” or “rugby” profile, Fladd decided to go 
with a thinner profile, not only to accentuate the “eye” but to 
allow the bait to come through structure with greater ease. 

Darter profile baits on a traditional jighead provide excellent 
darting action, designed to trigger a strike. This is achieved 
by the angler snapping their rod tip in a 2- or 3-count motion 
before allowing the bait to descend to the bottom. However, 
with the same soft-plastic profile on a Texas Eye, the range of 
motion on the head, absorbs some of the shock applied by the 
anglers rod action.

What happens is, the hard, darting action turns to a more 
subtle glide, both side to side and up and down. This gives the 
bait a slightly longer presence in the strike zone, and since you 
don’t have to worry about an open jighead getting snagged on 
the bottom or on grass, an angler can allow the bait to come 
to rest before continuing their retrieve, potentially garnering 
greater curiosity from a large fish. 

Since this is a designed finesse application, I throw it solely on 
a 7-foot-6 Waterloo HP Lite medium/moderate rod, rated for 6 
to 12-pound line, with a Shimano Stradic FL 3000 spooled with 
20-pound Suffix 832 braid and a 4-foot monofilament leader. 

It’s important to note that when a fish does hit the bait, I 
almost always set the hook to the side. It’s even greater to 
note that a softer rod tip like a moderate or moderate/fast is 
required, so the entire rod loads on the hookset and keeps the 
fish hooked while fighting it. Since I made this adjustment, my 
hookup-to-land ratio has improved exponentially.

the DOWNSIDE
There is generally always a downside, kind of like ice cream 

and calories. In this particular instance, the Texas Eye provides 
very appealing meals for fish, especially big fish. However, 
durability equals the calories. In a recent podcast, I described 
lure longevity as being the least-important feature in my fishing 
approach. However, for most anglers, it’s an important factor in 
deciding on a soft-plastic brand. 

Other than ZMan fishing products (made of ElaZtech) and 
3X tough Gambler Flapn’ Shad (plastic hardener), a typical 
bait will catch no more than five to seven fish, sometimes even 
fewer. That’s due in large part to the bait keeper on the front, 
which seats the bait on the hook. While fighting the fish, the 
thrashing around hollows out the nose, which over time ren-
ders the bait useless. It’s not uncommon when I’m on a good 
bite to go through a pack-and-a-half of lures. 

It’s also slightly more time-consuming to rig and takes a little 
more practice than threading a soft plastic on a traditional 
jighead. However, it’s all a matter of perspective. Just the other 
day, I only caught four fish while wade-fishing a gin-clear flat 
that had been holding some really nice fish. Of those fish, two 
went 27¼ inches and another 26½ inches, and I used three 
lures in the process. Again, though, to me durability is irrel-
evant, because I’m not looking for numbers, I’m looking for size 
— so going one lure for one fish of that size is an acceptable 
trade-off. ■ 

The Eye Strike 
Texas Eye jighead 
is a swinghead. 
Paired with a 
soft-plastic bait like 
(from top): 5-inch 
Z-Man scented 
Jerkshad, Gambler 
Flapp’n Shad, 
Optimum Baits  
Victory Tail, it can 
be a devasting bait 
on speckled trout.
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Y ellowfin tuna, Thunnus 
albacares, swim throughout 
all the tropical and sub-
tropical oceans of the earth. 

Recreational anglers chase them, trolling 
lures and pitching baits. These fish are 
fun to catch and excellent table fare.

Among the largest of all tuna species, 
yellowfins have surpassed 400 pounds. 
Their name comes from the bright color 
of their second dorsal fin, their anal fin, 
and the smaller fins between those fins 
and the tail. The main body appears a 
dark metallic blue, fading to silver on the 
fish’s belly. Twenty vertical lines, which 
vary in visibility, run along the belly.

The oldest yellowfin tunas have dis-
proportionately long second dorsal and 
anal fins. For decades, fisheries biologists 
believed they were a different species of 
tuna entirely. 

Often misidentified as a pelagic fish, 
yellowfins are actually epipelagic, mean-
ing they live in the open ocean, or pelagic 

zone, but spend the majority of their lives 
above the thermocline in the upper layer 
of that zone. This upper layer, called the 
epipelagic zone, is usually no deeper 
than 330 feet. However, yellowfins do 
infrequently dive as deep as 3,800 feet.

During certain times of the year, in 
certain regions and under the right 
conditions, yellowfins swim very close 
to shore. This expands the numbers of 
anglers who can target them, as smaller 
boats can reach them when they are 
closer to shore. 

Yellowfins are a schooling species, and 
their schools often travel with schools of 
similarly sized fish in a variety of species. 
It’s common to find them schooling with 
other tunas, dolphin, and even larger fish 
like billfish and sharks.

what they eat
In some parts of the world, yellowfins 

show up in large numbers for several 
years, then disappear for years. Most fish-

eries biologists believe this is mainly due 
to the species temporarily finding more 
suitable conditions in other areas, which 
change due to weather and other factors.

Anglers trolling for yellowfins never 
miss the opportunity to troll past floating 
debris like logs, pallets or other floating 
objects. These objects attract baitfish, 
so tuna are always nearby. Likewise, off-
shore anglers who encounter grass lines 
on the surface often throw surface plugs 
or pitch baits all around the edges, draw-
ing strikes from these fish.

Yellowfins eat mostly zooplankton for 
the first few weeks of their lives, then turn 
to other fish and squid. They are skilled 
hunters and fast swimmers, easily chasing 

Species spotlight: 
Yellowfin Tuna 

Yellowfin tuna are 
targeted around a 
lot of rigs in the Gulf 
of Mexico once the 
weather begins to 
warm.

Brian Cope

Species 
spotlight

Brian Cope of  Edisto Island, S.C., is a retired 
Air Force combat communications technician. 
He has a B.A. in English Literature from the 
University of South Carolina and has been 
writing about the outdoors since 2006. He’s 
spent half his life hunting and fishing. The rest, 
he said, has been wasted.

These big, bluewater fish are fun to catch, quite tasty on the dinner plate
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down and devouring flying 
fish, sardines, small mackerel 
and other fish. As they get 
larger, smaller members of the 
tuna family become prey.

When younger, yellowfins 
commonly become food for 
larger tuna, seabirds, wahoo, 
sharks and billfish.

They are extremely strong 
swimmers that can reach 
speeds of 50 miles per hour 
and can maintain a high rate 
of speed for long durations. 
This offers them an advantage 
over fish-chasing predators — 
and the fish they are chasing.

As table fare, yellowfin are 
often prepared as sashimi and 
other raw dishes. Another 
popular way of preparing yel-
lowfin is to sear it on the grill.

Across the globe, yellowfins 
are referred to as Allison tuna, 
true tuna, long fin tuna, yel-
low tuna, YT, and tunafish. 

Despite their telltale yellow 
fins, anglers sometimes mis-
identify yellowfins as bluefin 
tuna, albacore and bigeye tuna.

The Louisiana state record 
yellowfin tuna weighed 251 
pounds. Elliot Sale caught 
this fish in W. Delta Block 122 
in October 2012. 

Mike McElroy III caught 
Mississippi’s state-record yel-
lowfin, a 236.6-pound fish, on 
March 30, 2020, while fishing 
80 miles out of Pass Christian. 

The world-record yel-
lowfin was caught in Cabo 
San Lucas by Guy Yocom in 
September 2012. That fish 
weighed 427 pounds. ■

508 Hwy 98 Bypass
Columbia, Mississippi 39429

601.736.4527 • www.craintractor.com
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Astro Tables is far more effective than “moon 
tables,” because it takes into account critical 
solar energies as well as lunar.  
• The “Best Days” column is based on the 
ever-changing positions of the sun and the 
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to 
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see 
“Value” column or corresponding black bars).  
• The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead 
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from 
one hour to three-and-one-half hours, 
depending on a number of important lunar 
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the 
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The 
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary 
period overlaps a major solar period (eg: 
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary 
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about 
one hour each… 30 minutes before and 
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of 
each month for more detail.)  
• Astro Tables is a quick-reference version 
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes 
Wall Calendar, which is recommended 
for those wishing more complete data on 
the best days and times to go fishing and 
hunting for the entire year (see “Available 
Products” below).  
• PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on 
solar/lunar research at a leading college of 
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by 
the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are 
adjusted to the center of your time zone and 
for Daylight Saving Time.  
AVAILABLE PRODUCTS:  
The 2020 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar. 
$13.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days, 
best times, and their relative strengths for 
all of 2020 with this information-packed, 
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks 

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and 
set times for the sun and moon, space to 
log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and 
game symbols showing you each month’s 
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive 
summary charts revealing the best and 
worst days of 2020, the year’s best periods, a 
look ahead at 2021, and more. Comes with 
FREE 2020 Astro Tables pocket calendar, 
which sells separately for $8.95, plus $3 s&h.  
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by 
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100 
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive 
look at the main factors influencing fish and 
game activity periods, plus how to devise 
an effective when-to-go game plan using 
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual 
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey, 
and more. 
2020 Ultimate PrimeTimes software 
for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if 
downloaded from web). The world’s best 
forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak 
times to your exact location, quarry, and 
even weather. Too many features to list here, 
including making your own App. For more 
details, please call us or visit our web site 
(see below).  
SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS:  
#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How 
to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h).  
#2: Same as #1, plus Software...$47.95 
(plus $6 s&h).  
#3: Same as #2, minus book...$38.95 
(plus $5 s&h). 

Send to: PrimeTimes 2020 • Dept. LS •  
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 • Ankeny, IA 
50023 

For credit/debit card orders, call 
515-964-5516, or go online to  
primetimes2.com and click Catalog.
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